
 

Opening of Supreme Court Term to be Marked with Red Mass on October 4  
 

Annual Mass to Pray for God’s Guidance for Judges, Attorneys, Government and 
Diplomatic Officials 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington and 
the John Carroll Society will host the 74th annual Red Mass on Sunday, October 4, 
offering prayers for God’s guidance and blessing for those who serve in the nation’s 
legal and justice systems. The Mass will take place the day before the opening of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s new term.  

Cardinal Robert McElroy, Archbishop of Washington, will be the principal 
celebrant. Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, J.C.D., Archbishop of the Military 
Services USA, will give the homily. The Red Mass is a centuries-old tradition named 
for the red vestments worn by the celebrants and the color of fire, a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit. The Mass seeks God’s blessing for justices, judges, diplomats, attorneys, 
government officials, and others who serve the public. 
  

74th Annual Red Mass 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 

8:45 a.m. ET Pre-Mass Ceremony 
9 a.m. ET 

The Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle 
1725 Rhode Island Avenue N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Livestream link 

(Limited seating for credentialed journalists will be available inside by contacting the 
archdiocese to RSVP. Journalists inside the cathedral will be permitted to take notes, 
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https://www.johncarrollsociety.org/
https://adw.org/event/red-mass/
https://www.youtube.com/live/K-_3ZqfTY5w?si=tabEQXVEHdIBIWb0
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rCxNR11iNz4fJYa3dobIX2a909xB1E3ov9PGcVXMnl41K6yfkC0lvpe3e54lPSZ-2BpTQ-3D-3DobKY_r7c9EFrDjIInfVep6M2pcgGwEKgTJEML-2Fl7gcburaaod-2FlnZ4JdhwpciuMAgoERn1rG-2FGAIyJ4NRjcfjTVuAf7aJEUAqb0KqCHpZNdW-2Furklkv5JHsPFWWjqvQQiKKPBpmiNCdYjs-2B1NVwXKwTMwTbu9d7D-2FeFR4PZOr6GyDRLJi36-2FPMvwUNdBREiic-2BZ7uVYWae5V-2FoUjx7gJ6ajlYQLArKRp8PSw083LnWmOIVnKvZ6gxt47STemaxD-2F27TZVsuwXGhL8-2B3gXzVltp9u-2B4RFUDfTu9bem3m3x2FnNTJK7hpFkmKWoBP4ubsc-2FcS-2F3LJ57pKAcBZRT5BpFLBPD4g-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rCxNR11iNz4fJYa3dobIX2a909xB1E3ov9PGcVXMnl41K6yfkC0lvpe3e54lPSZ-2BpTQ-3D-3DlJte_r7c9EFrDjIInfVep6M2pcgGwEKgTJEML-2Fl7gcburaaod-2FlnZ4JdhwpciuMAgoERn1rG-2FGAIyJ4NRjcfjTVuAf7aJEUAqb0KqCHpZNdW-2Furklkv5JHsPFWWjqvQQiKKPBpmiNCdYjs-2B1NVwXKwTMwTbu9d7D-2FeFR4PZOr6GyDRLJi36-2FPMvwUNdBREiic-2BZ7us2snm5ClCxNz99GHY9GgFye1ypOcscNISce7-2B57kYNdldqaUwPxY5L9h65D73wx9voEADo2zYfYss9DE-2BT3KefK7evdJTdm5fq99RCNHdysc9WixYd6egzZiehI8-2BJ-2FBmCtVjr2SxRq5s-2BObLeDl6g-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rCxNR11iNz4fJYa3dobIX2a909xB1E3ov9PGcVXMnl41K6yfkC0lvpe3e54lPSZ-2BpTQ-3D-3DDx50_r7c9EFrDjIInfVep6M2pcgGwEKgTJEML-2Fl7gcburaaod-2FlnZ4JdhwpciuMAgoERn1rG-2FGAIyJ4NRjcfjTVuAf7aJEUAqb0KqCHpZNdW-2Furklkv5JHsPFWWjqvQQiKKPBpmiNCdYjs-2B1NVwXKwTMwTbu9d7D-2FeFR4PZOr6GyDRLJi36-2FPMvwUNdBREiic-2BZ7up0YZD7qf3-2Fdp7HOwhe3cAjNNv7qsg5kc-2FjboafnTk7lvndVS8MARtz0J5hw79n6B5eSf1QZQb5IDg3Vk5huoTLK71eDemg7WLspIYhUcM-2BhdsbcbVS6kRWfJ0-2B9C7P-2BlRNaYTxHjPk83uFduKX8NLw-3D-3D


but recording or photography of any kind will not be permitted. The livestream linked 
above may be used for reporting purposes.)   
 
Following the Mass, the John Carroll Society will host a brunch at the Capitol Hilton 
and present its Pro Bono Legal Awards to legal professionals who provide volunteer 
services through the Catholic Charities legal network. 

The Red Mass and Pro Bono Legal Awards are sponsored annually by the John 
Carroll Society, a Washington-area organization that provides spiritual, intellectual, 
charitable and social opportunities for Catholic professionals in service to the 
Archbishop of Washington. 

For more information about The John Carroll Society, visit johncarrollsociety.org. 
  

###           
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington includes 671,000 Catholics in 140 parishes and 
nine missions, with 90 Catholic schools in the District of Columbia and in the five surrounding 

Maryland counties of St. Mary’s, Charles, Calvert, Prince George’s and Montgomery. 
 

 

https://www.johncarrollsociety.org/

