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Statement of Cardinal Robert McElroy, Archbishop of Washington,  

on the appointment of Bishop-elect Emilio Biosca Agüero, OFM Cap.  

as Bishop of Venice  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, has given a great gift of grace and 

leadership to the people of the Diocese of Venice. 

Bishop-elect Biosca is one of the finest pastors in the Archdiocese of Washington.  He has the 

faith and witness which attracts men and women to the person of Jesus Christ.  He piercingly 

preaches the Gospel in its integrity and makes the call to conversion real and engaging.  

The Bishop-elect has the tender heart of a true Shepherd, and has made the Shrine of the Sacred 

Heart a true haven of compassion.  A skilled administrative leader and a defender of his flock, he 

has been unswerving in reaching out to the poor and the marginalized, and the undocumented.  

He is also a bridgebuilder who reaches across the boundaries of polarization to forge real 

solidarity in the family of God. 

Saint Francis burns in the heart of Father Emilio, and while I will miss him profoundly in 

Washington, I know clearly that God is at work in his new mission in Florida, and I give thanks. 

Declaración del Cardenal Robert McElroy, Arzobispo de Washington, 

sobre el nombramiento de Monseñor Emilio Biosca Agüero, OFM Cap.  

como Obispo de Venice 

Nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa León XIV, ha concedido un gran don de gracia y liderazgo al 

pueblo de la Diócesis de Venice. 

El obispo electo Biosca es uno de los mejores pastores en la Arquidiócesis de Washington. Tiene 

la fe y el testimonio que atraen a hombres y mujeres hacia la persona de Jesucristo. Predica el 
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Evangelio con profundidad y en toda su integridad, y hace que el llamado a la conversión sea 

real y atractivo. 

El obispo electo posee el corazón tierno de un verdadero pastor y ha hecho del Santuario del 

Sagrado Corazón un auténtico refugio de compasión. Como hábil líder administrativo y defensor 

de sus feligreses, ha sido constante en su labor de acercarse a los pobres, a los marginados y a los 

indocumentados. También es un constructor de puentes que, superando las divisiones de la 

polarización, busca forjar una verdadera solidaridad en la familia de Dios. 

San Francisco arde en el corazón del Padre Emilio, y aunque lo extrañaré profundamente en 

Washington, sé con claridad que Dios está obrando en su nueva misión en Florida, y doy gracias 

por ello. 

 

Capuchin Franciscan Father Emilio Biosca Agüero, the pastor of the Shrine of the Sacred Heart in 

Washington, D.C., speaks with a parishioner outside the church on Aug. 31, 2025. On May 13, 2026, 

Pope Leo XIV appointed Father Biosca as the bishop-elect of Venice, Florida. (Catholic Standard photo 

by Mihoko Owada) 

### 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington is home to more than 655,000 Catholics, 140 

parishes and 90 Catholic schools, located in Washington, D.C., and five Maryland counties: 

Calvert, Charles, Montgomery, Prince George’s and St. Mary’s. 


