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Welcome

CATHOLIC STANDARD
to  Washington

Pope Francis !



Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington is honored to host his Holiness, Pope Francis,
during his historic visit to Washington, DC. More than 500 of our clients, volunteers, staff, and 
supporters will welcome the Pope when he visits us on September 24!

Welcome
Pope Francis!

“To change the world,
we must be good to those

who cannot repay us.”

— Pope Francis



This is my felicitation 
to His Holiness, 

Pope Francis,
the modern world 

servant-leader 
per excellence. 
A 21st century 
global gift who 

embodies servant 
leadership both in word 

and in deed. 
Your lifestyle and 

leadership corroborate 
my research interests, 

teaching, and publications…
very self-transforming!

Rev. Fr. Ejike Mbaka (AME), 
the voice of the marginalized and the
champion of outreach ministries, join 
the people of America to congratulate
His Holiness, Pope Francis, 
the voice of the poor and the inspiring 
servant-leader of our generation, on the
occasion of his first visit to the USA. 
FP

Fr. Peter O Amah, PhD
pamah@uw.edu

amahpee@yahoo.com



Request your Request your FFRREEEE tickets here: tickets here:
www.spiritofamerica.mdw.army.mil

1-866-239-9425      #SOA2015                

ofSpiritSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSpiritpiritpiritpiritpiritpiritpirit AmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmerica
A FREE patriotic live show! 
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Spirit of America is a live-action 
patriotic show that informs, entertains and 
inspires audiences of all ages. Performed 
in the tradition of both a military review 
and a large-scale theatrical production, the 
show portrays key moments in American 
history from the Revolutionary War to 
current operations. An all-Soldier cast 
reenacts historically-accurate vignettes 
accompanied with performances by the 
Army’s elite ceremonial units, such as  
�e U.S. Army Drill Team and �e U.S. 
Army Band “Pershing’s Own.” 

Tickets are FREE! 
DC Armory, Washington, D.C.
Sept. 10-12, 2015
 
EagleBank Arena, Fairfax, Va.
Sept. 18-19, 2015 
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WASHINGTON, DC
September 2015

POPE FRANCIS

SH
ARE the JOY, WALK with FRANCIS

ON THE COVER

From Sept. 22-24, the Archdiocese of Washington will welcome
Pope Francis on his first apostolic visit to the United States. This
special edition previews the papal visit and provides an overview
of the archdiocese.

POPE FRANCIS /CNS PHOTO BY PAUL HARING

PORTRAITS/CS PHOTOS BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN



As is the case when you are
preparing for a special guest
coming to your home, you

have a to-do list, and that has 
certainly been the case for people
in the Archdiocese of Washington
working these past few months to
welcome Pope Francis to the 
nation’s capital for his Sept. 22-24
visit here.

This special 80-page papal visit
preview edition of the Catholic Standard that
will be mailed to subscribers on Sept. 10
reflects our main work prior to Pope Francis’s
arrival at Joint Base Andrews on Sept. 22, but
we will continue to post new stories and 
photos in the days to come. Our next paper
will be produced on Sept. 25, the day after
Pope Francis’s departure for New York, and it
will include complete coverage of his visit
here. We have a distribution plan underway,
involving our regular delivery crew and 
volunteers from our staff, to deliver the 
Sept. 25 papal visit edition to parishes, so folks
going to Mass that weekend can pick up that
keepsake paper.

But while we have been checking off our
own “to-do” list prior to the papal visit , we

know that Pope Francis would
not want us to make to much of a
“to-do” over him. The purpose of
his visit, quite simply, is for him to
bring the Gospel of Jesus to the
people of the United States. As
Pope Benedict said seven years
ago at the White House, “I come
as a friend, (and as) a preacher of
the Gospel...”

Cardinal Wuerl has often
pointed out that one thing that has captivated
the world about Pope Francis is that he not
only preaches the Gospel, but he shows us
how to do the Gospel, how to live it in our daily
lives. The theme of Pope Francis’s visit to
Washington, “Share the Joy, Walk with
Francis,” is really all about following the pope’s
words and example in seeking to draw closer
to Jesus and then sharing His love with others,
especially the poor and forgotten. By walking
with Francis – and taking the Walk with
Francis Pledge to pray, serve and act on behalf
of those in need – we will join him in walking
with Jesus as his disciples and his friends in
today’s world.

Pope Francis began his apostolic
exhortation  “The Joy of the Gospel” by
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Walking with Francis, to Jesus

noting, “The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts
and lives of all who encounter Jesus.” We’ve
seen that joy in him, in the photos of him
smiling while he is posing for selfies with
young adults, or signing the cast on a woman’s
broken arm. But more importantly, we’ve seen
that joy in Pope Francis as he embraced a man
with a disfiguring disease, as he welcomed
homeless men for breakfast on his birthday,
and as he celebrated Mass on the Italian island
of Lampedusa on an altar built over a small
boat, to pray for refugees drowned at sea and
to show solidarity with people migrating to
other countries seeking better lives for

themselves and their families.
The pope’s call for Catholics to be 

“missionary disciples” and to “go forth”
doesn’t mean that we all have to go to foreign
lands. When he says we should “go to the 
margins,” that journey might be as close as the
family members in our home, the coworkers in
our office, or the homeless woman on a nearby
sidewalk. By sharing Christ’s love and hope
with those who need it, we are indeed 
“Walking with Francis,” and there can be no
better way to welcome our special guest to our
home later this month.  

–mark@cathstan.org

CNS PHOTO/
PAUL HARING

Pope Francis
greets one of eight
poor people at his
general audience
in St. Peter’s
Square at the 
Vatican Dec. 17,
2014, the pope’s
78th birthday. 
A group of the poor
were invited to the
audience in cele-
bration of the
pope’s birthday. 



By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Pope Francis’s brief but
very busy visit to
Washington Sept. 

22-24 will include several
historic firsts. While here,
he will become the first
pope to address a joint
meeting of Congress and the
first pope to canonize a saint
on American soil.

During his stop in the
Archdiocese of Washington,
the pope will also pray and
meet with the U.S. bishops
at the Cathedral of 
St. Matthew the Apostle in
Washington; he will visit 
St. Patrick’s Church in
Washington; and visit the
headquarters of Catholic
Charities, where he will
meet with clients served by
a meal program there.

“The Holy Father is visit-
ing our home, he is coming
to visit us,” Cardinal Donald
Wuerl said earlier at press
conference to announce 
details of the papal visit. He
stressed that the pope will
be visiting “not as a politi-
cian, but as a pastor.”

The theme of the Pope’s
visit to the Archdiocese of
Washington is “Share the
Joy, Walk with Francis.” It is
the first leg on his first trip
to the United States, that
also includes stops in New
York City and Philadelphia.

Cardinal Wuerl said that
the “excitement and desire
to see the Holy Father” from
even among non-Catholics,
is because Francis “speaks
in an inviting way to us to
add a spiritual dimension to
our lives, and to have a rela-
tionship with God.”

Pope Francis will arrive
in Washington on Tuesday,

Sept. 22, on a flight from
Cuba to Andrews Field at
Joint Base Andrews just
outside of Washington.
There will be no public
events that day.

On Wednesday, Sept. 23,
Pope Francis will begin his
day with a welcoming 
ceremony at the White
House followed by a private

meeting with President
Obama. 

“During the visit, the
president and the pope will
continue the dialogue,
which they began during
the president’s visit to the
Vatican in March 2014, on
their shared values and
commitments on a wide
range of issues,” a White
House press statement said.
“The president looks 
forward to continuing this
conversation with the Holy
Father.”

Also on Sept. 23, Pope
Francis will have mid-day
prayer and meet with the
bishops of the United States
at the Cathedral of Saint
Matthew the Apostle.

“We are so blessed to
have the Holy Father visit 
St. Matthew’s during his
time in Washington. There
is so much excitement about
this visit because the Holy
Father shows us how to live
our relationship with Jesus
Christ,” said Msgr. W.
Ronald Jameson, rector of
the cathedral. “I can’t think
of a more joyous commemo-
ration of our parish’s 175th
anniversary year than to be
able to say that we had Pope
Francis pray here.”

After departing the
cathedral, he will offer Mass
that afternoon on the east
portico of the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception

and the University Mall at
The Catholic University of
America. During the Mass,
the pope will canonize
Blessed Junipero Serra, the
famous 18th century 
Spanish Franciscan 
missionary who established
mission churches along the
coast of California. 

“As we count down the
days until Pope Francis
lands on American soil and
makes his visit to Mary’s
Shrine, preparations for the
Mass are in ‘high gear’ and
the excitement of hosting
the Holy Father continues to
build,” said Msgr. Walter
Rossi, rector of the National
Shrine. “This will be the
third pope to visit the Shrine

and the first canonization
and Mass ever to be 
celebrated by a pope at the
shrine.”

Pope John Paul II visited
the National Shrine and The
Catholic University of
America during his 1979
visit to Washington, and
Pope Benedict XVI visited
both locations in 2008.

Msgr. Rossi added that
“when the Holy Father
looks out at the thousands
gathered in prayer, he will
encounter a small portion of
the vibrant, faith-filled
Church in the United
States.”

About 30,000 people will
be able to attend the 
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Tickets for Papal Mass

Parishes have received notification of the very limited
number of tickets available for the Sept. 23 Mass at

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception that they will be able to distribute. The 
pastor at each individual parish in the Archdiocese of
Washington will determine how those tickets are 
distributed within his parish. 

Continued on page 8

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

At a June 30 press conference at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle, Cardinal Donald Wuerl announces details of Pope Francis’s Sept. 22-24 visit
to Washington. Seated behind the cardinal (from left) are Msgr. John Enzler, president and CEO of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington;
Frank Persico, vice president for university relations and chief of staff at The Catholic University of America; and Msgr. W. Ronald Jameson, rector of the
cathedral.

Pope Francis’s visit to Washington 
will  include several historic firsts



canonization Mass. 
Parishes have received notification of the very limited

number of tickets available for the Sept. 23 Mass at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception that they will be able to distribute. The pastor
at each individual parish in the Archdiocese of Washington
will determine how those tickets are distributed within 
his parish. 

There will also be large jumbotrons set up around the
campus for those who cannot get into the Mass area.

“The Catholic University of America is overjoyed to 
welcome Pope Francis to our campus during his apostolic

visit to the United States this September,” said John Garvey,
CUA’s president. “When the Holy Father celebrates Mass on
the stairs of the East Portico of the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, he will look out over
our beautiful campus. The congregation attending the Mass
will fill our University Mall.”

Noting that this is a reigning pope’s third visit to CUA,
Garvey said, “No other U.S. university has hosted a pope
more than once. This unprecedented record is a reminder of
Catholic University’s unique relationship to the Holy See as
the national university of the Catholic Church in the United
States.”

While the faithful will be outside for the Mass, inside the
National Shrine will be seminarians and novices whom the
pope will greet prior to the Mass. 

Thursday, Sept. 24 “will truly be an historic day,” Cardinal
Wuerl said.

Pope Francis will address a joint meeting of the U.S. 
Congress in the morning, becoming the first pontiff in 
history to ever do so.

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio), who invited the
pope Francis to speak to Congress, said in a statement that
“it is with humility and deep gratitude that we will welcome
His Holiness Pope Francis to the U.S. Capitol. His visit to the
U.S. Capitol is unprecedented, and it is with open ears and
hearts that we will welcome his address to the Congress.”

“I join Speaker Boehner in welcoming this inspirational
leader, with his simple message of compassion and openness
to others, to the Capitol,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Kentucky) said in a statement. 

“The American people look forward to hearing Pope
Francis’ call to love our neighbors and to find new and 
creative ways to meet the pressing needs of those who exist
on the fringes of society. From the slums of Buenos Aires to
St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis is moving the hearts of 
millions and inspiring a new generation with an engaging
and compelling style,” McConnell’s statement said.

Cardinal Wuerl, when he announced the schedule, said
that the pope “will speak to Congress as a shepherd, a pastor

of souls who has no political agenda. I do not know what he
will say, but I am sure he will speak about our relationship to
God and how that can be manifested by our service to 
others.”

After that historic address, the pope will visit St. Patrick
Church in Washington.

“Pope Francis’s visit this September will truly be a his-
toric occasion and our parish family is so blessed that he will
visit our parish,” Msgr. Salvatore A. Criscuolo, pastor of 
St. Patrick Church, said in a statement.

After visiting the church, the Holy Father will meet with
clients of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton, which is headquartered next door to the historic 
downtown Washington parish, offering remarks to those
gathered for lunch at the St. Maria Meals Program.

“This visit (to Catholic Charities) says that whatever else
is going on, the Holy Father asks us, don’t lose sight of our
brothers, the poor,” Cardinal Wuerl said. “We want to 
highlight the work we do on behalf of and in response to the
needs of the poor. The Holy Father will “experience one of
the many, many program we offer in service to others.”  

Msgr. John Enzler, president and CEO of Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington, said Pope Fran-
cis will “bless all those there that day (at Catholic Charities),
those receiving and those serving food.”

“He (Pope Francis) validates what we do every day,”
Msgr. Enzler said. “The pope says, ‘I want the Church to be
in the streets.’ Catholic Charities is in the streets serving
those in need.”

Pope Francis will depart Washington after that stop and
head to New York.

Papal visit on social media
• The Archdiocese of Washington has a dedicated pres-
ence on the archdiocesan website, www.adw.org/pa-
palvisit.org, to provide information about the Holy
Father’s Washington visit. 

• Walk With Francis Pledge takers can log on to
www.WalkwithFrancis.org and promise to either pray
for the pope and others or do some charitable service or
to learn more about the faith. Then, after taking the
pledge, site visitors can invite their friends and family to
do the same.

• To receive email and text alerts, individuals may also
sign up on the papal visit page to receive emails or text
PopeinDC to 84576.

• The Catholic Standard’s Twitter handle is @CathStan-
dard. The Archdiocese of Washington’s Twitter handle is
@WashArchdiocese. The hashtag for the papal visit is
#PopeInDC.

Continued from page 7
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Schedule of Pope Francis’s 
visit to Washington, D.C.  

Pope Francis’s Washington schedule, as confirmed by
the Holy See, includes:

Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2015:
• Pope Francis will begin his pastoral visit to the

United States with his arrival at Andrews Field at Joint
Base Andrews in the afternoon. No other public events
that day.

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2015:
• Welcoming ceremony at the White House followed

by a private meeting with President Obama.

• Mid-day prayer with the bishops of the United
States at the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle.

• Mass in the afternoon on the east portico of the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception and the University Mall at The Catholic 
University of America. During the Mass, the pope will
canonize Blessed Junipero Serra, an 18th century 
Spanish Franciscan missionary who established mission
churches along the coast of California. 

Thursday, Sept. 24, 2015:
• Address joint meeting of the U.S. Congress in the

morning.

• Visit St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in D.C. and meet
with several clients of Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Washington in late morning.

• Blessing and brief remarks to the clients gathered at
lunchtime for St. Maria’s Meals, a program of the
Catholic Charities for the Archdiocese of Washington.

• Depart for New York.

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

A billboard along Route 5 in St. Mary’s County promotes Pope Francis’s upcoming visit to Washington and encourages
members of the community to take the Walk with Francis Pledge.



The Church of Washington and
our entire community are looking
forward in joyful anticipation of

Pope Francis’ imminent visit to our
nation’s capital. Everywhere you look,
people have accepted the invitation to
“Share the Joy, Walk with Francis.”  Our
enthusiasm grows out of the recognition
that our Holy Father, as the successor of
Saint Peter and touchstone to Christ,
confirms us in our Gospel faith as he
announces to the entire human family
the love and mercy of God that renews
the world.

As we welcome the Vicar of Christ, we
also extend a welcome to all of our sisters
and brothers in the wider community.
What strikes such an appealing cord with
Pope Francis is his invitation to a fresh
way of living the Gospel in our world
which is so desperate for mercy, kindness,
reconciliation and love. Many have
remarked how they feel drawn to him and
his message. This popularity of our Holy
Father offers us a special opportunity to
engage others in a deeper conversation
about the Risen Lord and invite them to
a richer engagement with his Church.

There are so many people today who are
on the spiritual peripheries. As they search
for meaning and purpose in life, they find
that the promises of the secular world are
often unable to satisfy the deep longing in
their hearts. In gathering around our Holy
Father, we affirm our commitment to see
that the threads of the encounter with the
Lord and his life-giving message are woven
into the fabric of our human experience.
Particularly with those who do not really
know Jesus or who do not have a living
relationship with him, we are summoned
to help them to discover the treasure that
is Christ’s saving love and liberating truth,
which cannot deceive or disappoint. 

In the course of Pope Francis’s visit, we
will all have the opportunity to hear his
words which echo so clearly Christ’s
words of life, salvation and God’s love
for us. He comes to us as a pastor of souls,
and we can anticipate his words of
encouragement for families who face the
challenges of a culture that too often lends
little support to enduring married love and
wholesome family life.

We know also from past experience that
this apostolic journey of our Holy Father
will bear fruit in our young people for

years to come. Already one of the bright
lights of our Church has been the vibrancy
of faith in the generation under the age of
40 who are helping in their daily lives to
build a civilization of inclusion, solidarity
and love. In a particular way, with their
witness of joy and hope, in what they do
and what they say, in giving of themselves
and serving others, these young people can
inspire us all.

Whatever your age, young or old, we
can all share the faith and thereby build a
better world. Pope Francis reminds us
again and again that we are all brothers
and sisters of the same loving Father, and
therefore we are called to care for one
another, especially the least among us –
those with the most needs. There is no
reason not to take on the challenge of
feeding the hungry and giving drink to
the thirsty, of clothing the naked and
welcoming the homeless.

Sometimes people say they do not know
how to engage in spreading the Gospel.
“What counts above all else is ‘faith
working through love,’” teaches Pope
Francis. “Being a disciple means being
constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus
to others, and this can happen unexpect-
edly and in any place: on the street, in a
city square, during work, on a journey”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 37, 127).

The Walk with Francis Pledge, an initia-
tive of the archdiocese and Catholic Chari-
ties, remains an inviting way for people to
bring that love to others while participat-
ing in the excitement of the Pope’s visit.
Yet this outreach is nothing new.  It is only
one of an uncounted number of ways
Christians from the beginning have mani-
fested Christ’s love, which “makes itself
felt in every action that seeks to build a
better world” (Laudato Si’, 231).

Love in action is shown every day by
countless followers of Jesus and in the
ministries and schools of our Church.
Through the love we share, our lives trans-
figured by God’s presence, the Gospel faith
that was once delivered to the Apostles
still has the power to transform the world
– my life and yours, our family members’
lives, our neighbors’ lives.

At this moment of grace for the Church
of Washington, we rejoice in the love of
God as we renew our faith, deepen our
hope, and strive to bring the light of Christ
into the world in which we live.  

CATHOLIC STANDARD 9SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

Cardinal Donald Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington

THE TEACHING OF CHRIST

Share the Joy,
Walk with Francis

CNS PHOTO/ANA UESLEI MARCELINO, REUTERS

Pope Francis smiles from his popemobile after arriving in Rio de Janeiro for World Youth
Day in the summer of 2013. The Holy Father will arrive in Washington on Sept. 22 to begin
his first apostolic visit to the United States.  



Brookewood
SCHOOL SCHOOL OF THE

HOLY CHILD
CONNELLY
www.holychild.org

The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Washington 

Welcome Our Holy Father 
Pope Francis

#WalkwithFrancis

www.archbishopcarroll.org
www.avalonschools.org

www.holychild.org

www.pallottihs.org

www.stoneridgeschool.org

www.bmhs.org

www.visi.org
www.setonhs.org www.heights.edu www.academyoftheholycross.org

www.saintanselms.org

www.stjohnschs.org

www.smrhs.org

www.brookewood.org

www.gprep.org

www.olgchs.org
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Cardinal Donald Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington

Papal visit ‘a time of grace’
In interview, Cardinal Wuerl reflects on Pope Francis’s upcoming visit to Washington

(The following is the text of an interview
of Cardinal Wuerl regarding Pope Francis’s
upcoming visit to Washington. The cardinal
responded to questions from Mark Zimmer-
mann, the editor of the Catholic Standard.)

Seven years ago, the Archdiocese of
Washington hosted Pope Benedict’s visit
here. What was your reaction when you
learned that Pope Francis would be
visiting Washington this fall?

Cardinal Wuerl: “Joy! My first reaction
to learning that Pope Francis would visit this
archdiocese in September was joy. His time
will be such a spiritual and pastoral blessing
and we all can be truly delighted to know
that, once again, we will have in our midst the
Vicar of Christ, our Holy Father. From the
first announcement of the visit already there
was enormous excitement, not just within the

Catholic community, but from all of our
neighbors who share admiration, apprecia-
tion and respect for Pope Francis.  Knowing
how enormously informative, helpful and
fruitful Pope Benedict’s visit was in our
efforts at the New Evangelization, I am
excited to again have this revitalization of
our Church and ministries.”

What do you think the Archdiocese of
Washington learned in the preparation
for the papal visit in 2008 that will help in
preparing for the pope’s visit this year?

Cardinal Wuerl: “As we began prepara-
tions for the visit of Pope Francis, we of
course had the great advantage of having
already enjoyed the grace of a papal visit, this
time in 2008 when Pope Benedict XVI came
to this archdiocese. Among the things we
came to appreciate was the need for exten-

sive catechetical and educational materials to
help people not only here but across the
country understand exactly who the pope –
any pope – is. We also learned that our focus
had to be on the loving Gospel message and
presence of the pope, and not be distracted by
the fact that, for some, there will always be
political overtones to whatever the pope says
or does.  This means also remembering to
trust in God’s providence and seek the help of
the Spirit in what we do.

“It also has been a great benefit to us to
have in place almost the entire same team
that organized the 2008 visit. In fact, I said to
the Italian head of the Papal Visit Preparation
Team that he should find himself very much
at home in working with this archdiocese
since he already knows all of the members of
our team from the last visit.” 

From your encounters with him, from
what you’ve witnessed of him, what is
Pope Francis like as a man of God and on
a personal level?

Cardinal Wuerl: “Pope Francis strikes
me as truly being a pastor of souls as a priest,
bishop and now pope. I find that on a
personal level he exudes the same spiritual
qualities, his humility, clarity, straightfor-
wardness, compassion, understanding that
are evident in all of his public appearances
and statements. It is impressive to see how
easily he enters into conversations with
people and how well he listens, even at
length, to a variety of opinions voiced at a
meeting.” 

Pope Francis has been TIME maga-
zine’s person of the year, and even been on

CNS PHOTO/STEFANO 

RELLANDINI, REUTERS

Pope Francis waves to the crowd
gathered at St. Peter’s Square in
Rome at the end of a May 2013
Mass.

Continued on page 12
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the cover of Rolling Stone magazine. How do you
explain his worldwide popularity? What makes this pope
different from other popes?

Cardinal Wuerl: “One reason for the worldwide popular-
ity, I believe, is Pope Francis’ inviting style. He reminds people
that the Church is part of God’s plan for our healing and that
there is a place in Church for all of us as we struggle with the
human condition and all of the wounds of life.  Jesus seeks to
save everyone.  He wants no one to be lost, and again and
again he tells us to care about each and every person. The way
Pope Francis speaks of the Church as a field hospital and the
manner in which he goes out of his way to invite the marginal-
ized and those who feel disaffected from the Church only
reinforces the image of Pope Francis as emulating the Good
Shepherd in search of the sheep that have drifted away.”

In your book on the Holy Spirit, you wrote that what
the world calls “the Francis effect,” is really the impact
of the Holy Spirit, working through him. How do you
explain “the Francis effect”?

Cardinal Wuerl: “‘The Francis effect’ means many things
to many people.  There is undeniably a personal appeal to the
Pope for many, but there is something more important than
the popularity of a celebrity.  For me, I think ‘the Francis
effect’ indicates his personal openness to the Spirit working in
and through him and the impact that has on people who sense
that fact.  The Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization
and it is only with the Spirit that our efforts truly bear fruit.
This  is why the Pope so often exhorts us to be “Spirit-filled
evangelizers.”  Pastorally, I see here in the archdiocese a
response from people who are young and not so young to
Pope Francis’ invitation to reconsider, once again, their
relationship with God who invites them, even if they have a
sense of failure or sin, to let God’s mercy embrace them.”

What do you expect Pope Francis’s key messages or
themes when he visits the United States? Some analysts
expect that when the Holy Father meets with the
president, addresses Congress and the United Nations,
he is likely to talk about immigration, protecting the
environment, and building opportunities for the poor –
do you think these will be among the issues that Pope
Francis will emphasize?

Cardinal Wuerl: “While I do not know what Pope
Francis will say when he speaks to the President or addresses
Congress and the United Nations, I suspect that whatever it is,
it will be pastoral in tone, challenging in content and engaging
in its delivery. Pope Francis will have an opportunity to speak
to the political leaders of our nation and representatives of
political leaders around the world. Already this pontificate is
marked with the pope’s call for respect for human dignity, our
need to care for one another as members of the human family
and at the same time our obligations towards the environ-
ment, the care of our common home. I would not be surprised
to find any or all of these as part of his messages.  Just as
important as what the Holy Father says – or perhaps more
important – is what we do in response.”

When he chose the name Francis, our new pope said
that he wanted to emulate St. Francis of Assisi, the patron
saint of the poor, and he wanted the church to be a church
for the poor. In Washington, Pope Francis will meet with
homeless people helped by Catholic Charities; in New
York City, he will visit with children and immigrant
families at a Catholic school in Harlem; and in Philadel-
phia, he will visit inmates at a correctional facility. What
do those planned encounters say about Pope Francis, and
what do you think the pope is saying to American
Catholics, through these actions?

Cardinal Wuerl: “Pope Francis indicated that he chose
this name precisely  because of his devotion to Saint Francis of
Assisi and the particular appreciation in the Church of this
humble holy man as a model of living the Gospel in simplicity
and total reliance on God and a respect for one another, the

poor and the environment. Among the places he will visit
here and on the rest of his trip include locations where he can
highlight our obligation in charity an  justice to lift up the 
marginalized and needy. The visit to Catholic Charities will
allow that wonderful good works arm of the Church to be
better seen and recognized and perhaps inspire others to the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.” 

Another highlight of the Washington visit will be Pope
Francis’s canonization Mass of Blessed Junípero Serra at
the Basilica of the National Shrine, with the congregation
on The Catholic University of America’s campus. That
planned canonization has drawn some controversy from
Native American groups. What would you say in response
to those objections, and what do you hope the impact of
Junípero Serra’s canonization will have on Catholics in
the United States, especially Hispanic Catholics?

Cardinal Wuerl: “Blessed Junípero Serra brought the
Gospel to parts of Mexico and a large portion of what is now
California.  When the Holy Father announced that he would
canonize him at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception  during his visit, I could not help but
think how historic this moment will be. The first pope chosen
from the New World will have a canonization for the first time
in history of our country and it will be of a saint whose whole
life was a witness to missionary discipleship. 

“For centuries he was recognized for what in fact he had
accomplished, that is, the compassionate embrace of the
Native Americans that he encountered in a way that shared
with them the Good News of Jesus Christ. All of the serious
scholarship shows how Junípero Serra was a blessing to those
he encountered and evangelized. It is only in recent years that
there has been some effort to ignore the substantiated history
and attempt to rewrite it in a way that casts a shadow over

Serra. But as I have  already indicated, there is serious scholar-
ship that supports the assertion that Serra is worthy of our
admiration. For Catholics, after the canonization, we will be
able to ask his intercession before God.”

How do you hope Catholics in the Archdiocese of
Washington, and members of the community, prepare for
Pope Francis’s visit?

Cardinal Wuerl: “There are many ways to prepare for
the visit of Pope Francis, the Successor of Peter who, above
all else, brings to us Jesus Christ.  Spiritually, I hope we will
all take advantage of this moment to renew our own faith
conviction,  frequent the sacraments,  especially Reconcilia-
tion and the Eucharist, and at the same time share our own
enthusiasm for our Holy  Father and our faith in the Church
he represents with our neighbors. The Walk with Francis
Pledge is also a way of saying to the pope that we recognize
his message, embrace it and try to live it.  The best way we can
prepare is by that interior, spiritual conversion to which we
are called every day as Christians.”

What do you hope the “Francis effect” will be on the
Archdiocese of Washington, after the Holy Father leaves?

Cardinal Wuerl: “As the Holy Father leaves the Archdio-
cese of Washington, I hope part of his legacy will be that after-
glow that continues to warm our hearts,  challenge our
consciences and deepen our faith.  Not only will this be a time
of grace in which we ourselves are renewed, but this visit can
be a leaven in the whole of society.  It is an opportunity to
evangelize those who perhaps do not really know what Christ
and his Church are all about.  Touched by the Gospel love and
truth in this way, through Pope Francis and us in communion
with him, our city and nation can grow and take just a few
more steps toward God’s kingdom.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

In this photo from May 2013, Cardinal Donald Wuerl is greeted by Pope Francis at the Vatican. 

Continued from page 11
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Pope Francis 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio 

Is the first pope…
  From the Americas
  From Jesuit order
  To take name Francis

Is known to…
  Take the bus and subway
  Cook his meals
  Have strong devotion to Mary
  Visit the poor
  Be very spiritual
  Have low-key style
  Love soccer and tangos

Speaks
  Spanish, Italian, English, 

French and German

s 

Dec. 17, 1936
Born in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, to Italian 
immigrant parents

1957
At age 21, falls gravely ill; 
eventually severe pneumonia 
is diagnosed, right lung 
partially removed

March 11, 1958 
Enters novitiate of the 
Society of Jesus

March 12, 1960 
Takes first vows as 
Jesuit

1960
Studies humanities in Padre 
Hurtado, Chile

1961-1963
Studies philosophy at 
San Miguel Seminary, 
Buenos Aires

1964-1965
Teaches high school 
literature and psychology 
at Jesuit secondary school 
in Santa Fe

1966
Teaches at prestigious 
Colegio del Salvador 
secondary school in 
Buenos Aires

1967-1970
Studies theology at San 
Miguel seminary

Dec. 13, 1969
Is ordained priest

1970-1971
Spends “tertianship,” or 
Third Probation period 
of Jesuit formation in 
Spain

1971-1973
Serves as master of novices 
and vice chancellor, San 
Miguel seminary

1973
Takes perpetual 
profession as Jesuit

1973-1979
Serves as superior of 
Jesuit province of 
Argentina and 
Uruguay

1979-1985
Serves as rector of Colegio 
Maximo and theology 
teacher

1986
Goes to Germany to 
finish doctoral thesis

June 27, 1992
Is ordained auxiliary 
bishop of Buenos 
Aires

June 3, 1997
Is named coadjutor 
archbishop

Feb. 28, 1998
Is installed as 
archbishop of Buenos 
Aires

2001
Co-presides over 
Synod of Bishops

Feb. 21, 2001
Is elevated to cardinal

2005
Receives second-highest 
number of votes in conclave 
that elected Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger as pope

2005-2011
Serves as president, 
Argentine Bishops 
Conference

March 13, 2013
Is elected pope by 
conclave of 115 
cardinals 

“Now let's begin this journey, bishop 
and people… a journey of brother-
hood, love and trust among us.”

Then Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio poses 
with young soccer players 
from the San Lorenzo 
soccer club, of which he is 
known to be a fan.

TIM MEKO FOR THE CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Sources: Catholic News Service, Vatican Radio, Jesuit Conference of Argentina and Uruguay, 
Archdiocese of Buenos Aires.  

A pope true to his roots
Priorities, preaching, personal touch reflect Pope Francis’ background
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Aself-described “homebody,” Pope Francis will
make the 10th foreign trip of his pontificate in
September, visiting Cuba and then, for the

first time in his life, the United States.
The visit of the 78-year-old Argentine pope comes

in a year packed with important events for him: the
publication in June of “Laudato Si’,” his encyclical on
the environment; the world Synod of Bishops on the
family in October; and the opening Dec. 8 of a special
Year of Mercy.

The former Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of
Buenos Aires was not a household name to most
North American Catholics when he was elected to
succeed Pope Benedict XVI March 13, 2013, but his
brothers in the College of Cardinals knew who he
was.

The Argentine Jesuit reportedly had been second
on the balloting in the conclave that elected Pope
Benedict to succeed St. John Paul II in 2005.

His growing up with four siblings in a family with
strong ties to its Italian origins, his training and min-
istry as a Jesuit – including what he says were mis-
takes as a provincial superior – and his regular
contact with the poorest residents of Buenos Aires
are influences seen in his preaching, priorities, style
of governance and, especially, in the way he interacts
with individuals.

The pope signaled just how strong those influ-
ences were almost immediately after his election.
The first sign was his decision not to live in the Apos-
tolic Palace, but in the Vatican guesthouse where the
cardinals stayed during the conclave.

He told reporters it was a matter of liking to have a
lot of people around and not a statement about sim-
plicity or austerity, although he said both are essen-
tial for every minister in the Church.

As he settled into his new life as pope, he shook up
much of what had become tradition with a small “t”
in the Vatican. He cold-called Vatican officials to
check on the progress of projects; he kept his own
schedule in the afternoon, phoning people who had
written to him or inviting them over for a chat; he
lectured clerics on the need for simple lifestyles; and

he repeatedly condemned office gossip and clerical
careerism.

Early in his pontificate, Pope Francis named an in-
ternational panel of cardinals – most of whom head
dioceses, not Roman Curia offices – as an advisory
panel for Church governance. Their first big task, one
that is ongoing, is to reorganize the Vatican bureau-
cracy.

While the bulk of the project has not been com-
pleted, the pope accepted the cardinals’ recommen-
dations to establish a council and secretariat for
economic affairs, a secretariat for communications
and a commission to promote child protection. They
already are at work.

Just eight months after taking office, Pope Francis
published his apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the
Gospel,” a detailed vision of the program for his pa-
pacy and his vision for the Church – particularly the
Church’s outreach and its response to challenges
posed by secular culture.

In the document, the pope called on Catholics to
go out into the world, sharing their faith “with en-
thusiasm and vitality” by being living examples of joy,
love and charity. “An evangelizer,” he said, “must
never look like someone who has just come back
from a funeral.”

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in Buenos Aires
Dec. 17, 1936. He earned a chemical technician’s
diploma from his high school and entered the Jesuit
novitiate in March 1958.

As part of his Jesuit formation, he taught literature
and psychology at Jesuit high schools in the mid-1960s,
and he was ordained to the priesthood Dec. 13, 1969.

In 1973, he was appointed superior of the Jesuit
province of Argentina. “I was only 36 years old. That
was crazy. I had to deal with difficult situations, and I
made my decisions abruptly and by myself,” he said
in an interview after becoming pope. “My authoritar-
ian and quick manner of making decisions led me to
have serious problems and to be accused of being ul-
traconservative.”

In 1992, Pope John Paul II named him an auxiliary
bishop of Buenos Aires. He was promoted to coadju-
tor archbishop in 1997 and became head of the arch-
diocese in 1998; St. John Paul named him to the
College of Cardinals three years later.

CNS FILE PHOTO

L'OSSERVATORE

ROMANO VIA

REUTERS

Pope Francis
blesses an 
inmate during
the feet-
washing at
a Holy Thursday
he celebrated at
a prison in
Rome last April.
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Legacy of  St. Francis of Assisi
shapes Pope Francis’s papacy

CS FILE PHOTO OF A MOSAIC OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI TAMING THE WOLF 

AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE’S ST. ANTHONY CHAPEL 

By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Pope Francis – in meeting the press for
the first time after his March 2013 elec-
tion – explained why he chose to name

himself after the great saint from Assisi. St.
Francis, the new pope said, “is the man of
poverty, the man of peace, the man who loves
and safeguards creation.”

“How I would like a Church that is poor
and that is for the poor,” the new pontiff added,
referring to St. Francis’s rejection of the wealth
into which he was born and his embracing a
life of poverty. Pope Francis visited Assisi on
the first feast day of his patron after being
elected pope.

So beloved is this great saint, he is venerated
in other Christian traditions who have 
recognized his love of Jesus and the simple,
humble and holy life he led.

St. Francis was born Giovanni di Pietro di
Bernardone to a wealthy Assisi family in either
1181 or 1182. From an early age his family had
nicknamed him Francesco (Francis). Once,
while deep in prayer, Francis heard God’s
voice calling him to give up everything and live
a life of poverty and simplicity.

Francis became a preacher and founded
several religious orders for men and women.
He preached to both man and beast because
he called it the duty of both to praise God.

Francis died Oct.3, 1226, and was 
proclaimed a saint less than two years later. He
is the patron saint of animals, the patron saint
of the environment and one of two patron
saints of Italy. His feast day is Oct. 4. 

Outside of the Catholic Church, St. Francis
is honored in the Church of England, the Epis-
copal Church USA, the Anglican Church of
Canada, the Evangelical Lutheran Church and
other denominations.

Francis preached that the world is a beauti-

ful creation of God and that humans have an
obligation – as stewards and as creatures
themselves – to protect and respect nature. 

The pope’s recent encyclical on the envi-
ronment "Laudato Si'" ("Praise Be to You")
takes its name from the paean of St. Francis:
“Laudato si’ mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you,
my Lord.”

It is the opening line from the saint’s “Canti-
cle of the Sun” in which he thanks God for
"Brother Sun," "Sister Moon" "and the rest of
creation.

In his encyclical, the pope calls on people of
every faith to protect “our common home” and
to have “concern for nature, justice for the
poor, commitment to society, and interior
peace.”

Pope Francis acknowledged in the encycli-
cal that it was written after “turning to that at-
tractive and compelling figure, whose name I
took as my guide and inspiration when I was
elected Bishop of Rome.”

“I believe that Saint Francis is the example
par excellence of care for the vulnerable and of
an integral ecology lived out joyfully and au-
thentically,” the pope wrote. “He was particu-
larly concerned for God’s creation and for the
poor and outcast.”

“Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites
us to see nature as a magnificent book in
which God speaks to us and grants us a
glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness,”
the pope wrote in "Laudato Si'." He added that
St. Francis’s message is, “the world is a joyful
mystery to be contemplated with gladness and
praise.”

Pope Francis designated Sept. 1 as the
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.
He said the observance is meant to be a time
for the faithful to “reaffirm their personal vo-
cation to be stewards of creation, to thank God
for the wonderful handiwork which he has en-
trusted to our care, and to implore his help.” 

The United States Army

Office of the Chief of Chaplains

Welcomes

His Holiness, 

Pope Francis to America!

“Pro Deo et Patria”

For God and Country

“Vive Vocationem”
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Wall to Wall Coverage 

Follow Pope Francis every step of the way

during his historic visit to New York, 

Philadelphia and Washington DC 

on EWTN. LIVE, uninterrupted coverage 

and analysis in English and Spanish, 

of all the events surrounding the Holy 

Father’s visit to the United States.

For a complete schedule and event updates, 
scan here or visit our website at ewtn.com

Pope Francis Visits the U.S.

WWW.EWTN.COM
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By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Pope Francis’s Sept. 19-22 visit to Cuba
and his Sept. 22-26 visit to the United
States will be the Holy Father’s 10th

trip outside of Italy since he was elected
pope in March, 2013. 

Here is a look at his previous foreign
trips:

Brazil (July 22-29, 2013)
Visiting Rio de Janeiro for World Youth Day,
Pope Francis made his only trip outside of Italy
during 2013. The trip was previously planned for
his predecessor, Benedict XVI, before his 
resignation. 

Israel, Jordan and Palestine (May 24-26, 2014)
Pope Francis’s three-day trip to the Holy Land 
included visits to Bethlehem, Jerusalem and
Amman. He visited with Jordan’s King Abdullah
II, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I.

South Korea (Aug. 14-18, 2014)
Pope Francis visited South Korea as part of the
Sixth Asian Youth Day. He met with South 
Korean President Park Geun-hye, and beatified
124 Korean Martyrs during a Mass attended by
an estimated 800,000 people.

Albania (Sept. 21 2014)
During his 11-hour trip to Albania, Pope Francis
met with Albanian President Bujar Nishani, 
celebrated Mass, and met with representatives
of the Muslim, Orthodox, Bektashi, Jewish and
Protestant faiths.

France (Nov. 25, 2014)
Pope Francis’s four-hour trip to France is the
shortest foreign trip by any pope in history. He

went to France to speak before the European
Parliament and the Council of Europe.

Turkey (Nov. 28-30, 2014)
Invited by Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I,
Pope Francis visited a mosque where he prayed
with Muslim clerics, and he prayed with
Bartholomew I at the Greek Orthodox Church of
St. George in Istanbul.

Sri Lanka and the Philippines (Jan. 13-19, 2015)
In Sri Lanka, Pope Francis canonized Joseph Vaz,
a 17th-century priest and missionary who 
ministered on that island off the southeast coast
of India. In the Philippines, he visited Tacloban, a
city that suffered huge casualties and 
tremendous damage in the wake of Typhoon
Haiyan. He celebrated Mass in Manila before a
crowd of an estimated between 6 to 7 million
people.

Bosnia and Herzegovina (June 6, 2015)
In one-day visit to Sarajevo, Pope Francis made a
plea for interreligious dialogue and celebrated
Mass for pilgrims from Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia,
Hungary, Austria, Germany, Slovenia and Mace-
donia. 

Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay (July 5-13, 2015)
In Ecuador, Pope Francis met with President
Rafael Correa, visited with priests and 
seminarians, made a private visit to friend, 
visited a home for the elderly in Quito, and 
celebrated Mass for more than one million peo-
ple. In Bolivia, he met with President Evo
Morales, who awarded him that country’s Grand
Cross of the Order of the Condor of the Andes,
opened the fifth National Eucharistic Congress,
celebrated Mass and visited with prisoners. In
Paraguay, he visited patients and their parents at
a children’s hospital, made a pilgrimage to a 
Marian shrine and celebrated Mass.

Papal 
pilgrim
Pope Francis 
to make 10th
pastoral visit
outside Italy

� e Faculty and Students of Elizabeth Seton High School 

Welcome
Pope Francis I to Washington, DC

Elizabeth Seton High School
5715 Emerson Street 

Bladensburg, MD 20710
(301) 864-4532  www.setonhs.org

CONFIDENT CREATIVE

COMPASSIONATE CHRIST-LIKE

“How much good has been 
done by Catholic Schools!”

Pope Francis I – 
Evangelii Gaudium

SETON WOMEN ARE…



Archdiocese of Washington facts
• 139 parishes in Washington, D.C., and five Maryland 

counties: Montgomery, Prince George’s, Charles, Calvert 
and St. Mary’s

• Led by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who was installed as 
Archbishop of Washington in June 2006

• Established in 1939 by Pope Pius XII. Celebrated its 
75th anniversary in 2014

• Includes more than 620,000 parishioners
• 343 priests are serving in the Archdiocese of 

Washington, which has 79 seminarians 
• Washington, D.C., is home to national entities such as the

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and is the
location of three Catholic universities: The Catholic 
University of America, Georgetown University, and Trinity
University

Catholic education in the Archdiocese
• Nearly 27,000 students attend 95 local Catholic schools, 

including early childhood centers, elementary and high schools
• 99 percent of Catholic high school students graduate, and

97 percent of Catholic high school graduates go on to college
• More than 25,000 students attend parish elementary and

high school religious education programs

Diversity
• Nearly 270,000 Catholics of Hispanic descent; 

Spanish-language Masses celebrated at 38 locations
• Approximately 100,000 Catholics of African and

Caribbean descent
• Mass is celebrated in more than 20 languages weekly
• Languages include French, Spanish, Italian, Tagalog, 

Vietnamese, Korean, Haitian Creole, and more

Social Service
• Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington

serves more than 120,000 people annually regardless of 
religion

• Victory Housing provides affordable housing and 
related social services to more than 2,100 low- and moderate-
income senior citizens and families in the Archdiocese

History
• The Archdiocese of Washington includes the site of the

first Mass in English-speaking North America, which was cele-
brated at St. Clement’s Island in Maryland on March 25, 1634.

• Maryland’s Religious Act of 1649 was the first legislation a
representative body ever enacted for religious freedom.

• Originally part of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the 
Archdiocese of Washington was established in 1939 and at first
included only the nation’s capital, with five surrounding 
Maryland counties added in 1948.

• The Archdiocese of Washington celebrated its 75th 
anniversary in 2014. As part of the anniversary celebration, an
Archdiocesan Synod consisting of local Catholics charted a
blueprint for future outreach in the key areas of worship, 
education, community, service, and stewardship and 
administration.
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Archdiocese 
of  Washington

Children sing during a recent Mass for students at Sacred Heart School
in Washington, one of four schools in the Consortium of Catholic Academies.

A woman participates in a Mass at
St. Matthias, Apostle Parish in Lanham.

Volunteer dentists and hygienists serve at Catholic Charities’
Mission of Mercy clinic at the University of Maryland.

A couple prays during a recent Mass at Jesus the Divine
Word Parish in Huntingtown.

CS PHOTOS BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Cardinal Wuerl baptizes a baby during a recent 25th anniversary Mass at Our Lady of Vietnam Parish in Silver Spring.



By Father William Byrne

You may have heard that the 
Archdiocese of Washington is 
encouraging us all to take the Walk

With Francis Pledge, and get closer to Jesus
through prayer, service and action. I have
taken my pledge to walk with Pope Francis,
but I have also decided to do so by walking
like Pope Francis. Here’s my five ways to
walk like Francis.

1. Shoes – You may have noticed that
Pope Francis decided not to wear the 
traditional red shoes. He sports regular
black shoes, but if you look closely, his shoes
are rubber soled and clearly made for 
walking. They are decidedly comfortable,
but I suppose with the weight of one billion
Catholics on your shoulders, you definitely
need some good arch support. So to walk
like Francis, make sure you don’t just look
good – you are set to carry the weight of
other’s burdens.

2. Smile – If you look at the images of
Pope Francis walking around, there is
almost always a smile on his face.  People

need joy, and you and I are the ones Jesus is
asking to bring it.  Walking like Francis
means walking with the joy of Christ visible
to the world.

3. Luggage – When Pope Francis is 
getting off a plane, it is not unusual to see
him carrying his own bag. World leaders
have a lot to worry about, so it is typical for
others to take care of such things. Not the
Holy Father, however, and it is important to
know that he carries his bag because of what
it contains.  It holds his Breviary, the prayer
book also called the Liturgy of Hours, that
priests and laypeople pray every day. 
Walking like Francis means never forgetting
your prayers.

4. A Helping Hand – When the Holy 
Father is saying a big Mass and is wearing all
the heavy vestments and holding his 
shepherd’s staff, one of his aides will usually
support his elbow as he climbs the steps of
the sanctuary. He does not seem bothered by
this, probably because it is much better than
taking a tumble. Walking like Francis means
letting others give you a hand when you
need it.

5. Stopping Along The Way – When
Pope Francis is walking through a crowd, he
does not get a chance to talk long strides; he
is busy stopping at every other person to
give them a hug or a blessing. To walk like
Francis means that the people on the 
journey are as important as the destination.

Five ways to

Walk like Pope Francis

(Father Byrne serves
as the pastor of Our Lady
of Mercy Parish in Po-
tomac.)

‘Walking like
Francis
means 

walking with
the joy of

Christ visible
to the world.’

CNS PHOTO BY 
PAUL HARING

Pope Francis walks with
children of prisoners in
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 
during his visit to that
country in July. 
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The Trinitarians and 

the entire DeMatha community

Welcome

Pope Francis
To Washington D.C.

www.dematha.org
240-764-2200

4313 Madison Street  •  Hyattsville, Maryland 20781

The DeMatha community 
is proud to live by the
words spoken by Pope
Francis to the Trinitarians 
in December 2013:

“Dedicate yourselves
humbly to serving the 
poor and those who 
are enslaved.”



• In October 1979, one year after his 
election to the papacy, St. John Paul II made
his first pastoral visit to the United States,
which he concluded with a two-day visit to
Washington, D.C. The first-ever papal visit to
the nation’s capital came after the pontiff 
earlier visited Boston; New York; 
Philadelphia; Des Moines, Iowa; and Chicago. 

• In his week-long trip to the United
States, St. John Paul II delivered more than
70 speeches, addressing farmers in Iowa,
youth in Boston, seminarians in 
Philadelphia and diplomats at the United
Nations. He prayed in small chapels and
greeted 80,000 cheering people at 
Yankee Stadium.

• The highlight of  St. John Paul II’s visit
to Washington came when he celebrated
Mass on the National Mall for 175,000 
people on Oct. 7.

• In Washington, St. John Paul II 
received a key to the city and became the
first pope to visit the White House, where
he was welcomed by President Jimmy
Carter.

• Also during his visit to Washington, 
St. John Paul II celebrated a Mass for clergy
at the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the 
Apostle; met with women religious at the
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception; addressed Catholic educators at
The Catholic University of America; prayed
with ecumenical leaders at Trinity College’s
Notre Dame Chapel; and visited the Vatican

embassy (the Apostolic Nunciature) and the
Organization of American States. Crowds of
thousands squeezed along the sidewalks of
nearly every stop the pope made.

• The official announcement for the
papal visit did not come until late July, so
local Catholic officials only had two months
to plan for the complex event, which they
pulled off with the help of an army of volun-
teers.

• An exhibit on the pope’s life at the 
St. John Paul II National Shrine in 
Washington highlights his visit to 
Washington, with video highlights of his
homily at the National Mall Mass. The Saint
John Paul II National Shrine is located at
3900 Harewood Road, N.E. For more 
information, see jp2shrine.org .

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA  FILE  PHOTO 

Pope John Paul II greets students at The Catholic University of America during his 1979 visit to Washington. In 2014, Pope Francis canonized St. John Paul II.

St. John Paul II’s 1979 visit to Washington

“I do not hesitate to proclaim before you and before the world that all human life –
from the moment of conception and through all subsequent stages – is sacred, because
human life is created in the image and likeness of God. Nothing surpasses the greatness
or dignity of a human person. Human life is not just an idea or an abstraction; human life
is the concrete reality of a being that lives, that acts, that grows and develops; human life
is the concrete reality of a being that is capable of love, and of service to humanity.”

– Excerpt from Saint John Paul II’s homily 
during his Oct. 7, 1979 Mass on the National Mall in Washington.
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Pope Benedict XVI’s 2008 visit to Washington

• In April 2008, Pope Benedict XVI made
his first pastoral visit to the United States,
first visiting Washington, D.C., from 
April 15-17, then traveling to New York,
where he concluded his apostolic journey
on April 20. The theme of the papal visit was
“Christ Our Hope.”

• The highlight of Pope Benedict XVI’s
visit to Washington, D.C., came when he 
celebrated a Papal Mass on April 17 for
nearly 50,000 people at the newly opened
Nationals Park.

• Welcoming Pope Benedict XVI at the
Papal Mass, Washington Cardinal Donald

Wuerl said the crowd at the park represented
the face of the Catholic Church in the United
States: “The Church that welcomes Your 
Holiness embraces people from every
continent and numerous ethnic and cultural
backgrounds. All of us at this Mass reflect the
breadth of this faith family that includes
women and men, young and old.”

• After his “Shepherd One” plane
touched down at Andrews Air Force Base in
Maryland, Pope Benedict XVI was greeted
by dignitaries including President George W.
Bush and First Lady Laura Bush, along with
Cardinal Wuerl and other Catholic leaders.
The next day, President Bush and the first

lady welcomed Pope Benedict to the White
House. The pontiff said he had come to
America “as a friend, (and) a preacher of the
Gospel.”

• Also during his Washington visit, Pope
Benedict prayed evening vespers with U.S.
bishops at the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception; addressed
national Catholic educational leaders at The
Catholic University of America; and 
participated in an ecumenical prayer service
at the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
(now the Saint John Paul II National
Shrine). Joyful crowds greeted the 
popemobile as it traveled Washington’s
streets.

• Pope Benedict XVI stayed at the 
Apostolic Nunciature during his visit to
Washington, and he was hosted by 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, then the apostolic
nuncio to the United States. On the morning
of April 16, Pope Benedict XVI’s 81st birth-
day, the pontiff stepped out of the nuncia-
ture’s front door and was greeted by

students from nearby Annunciation School
in Washington, who sang “Happy Birthday”
to him in his native German and in English.

• After celebrating Mass at Nationals
Park, Pope Benedict XVI met privately with
a small group of survivors of priest sexual
abuse, and he listened to their stories and
prayed with them in the nunciature’s chapel.

• To commemorate the papal visit,
Catholics at parishes and schools in the
Archdiocese of Washington collected 
112 tons of food in Catholic Charities’
Hunger to Hope drive honoring the pope.

• During his visit to New York, Pope
Benedict XVI prayed at Ground Zero, 
addressed the United Nations, celebrated
Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Yankee
Stadium; participated in a rally for 
seminarians and young people at St.
Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y.; visited a
New York synagogue; and participated in an
ecumenical prayer service at the Church of
St. Joseph in New York.

CNS PHOTO/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

In April 2008, Pope Benedict XVI waves as he arrives to celebrate Mass at Nationals Park in Washington. About 50,000 people from around the Washington area and from across the 
United States attended the liturgy, the Holy Father’s first public Mass as pope in this country. Later, Pope Benedict told Cardinal Donald Wuerl, “That liturgy was a true prayer!” 

“Those who have hope must live different lives! (cf. Spe Salvi, 2). By your prayers, by
the witness of your faith, by the fruitfulness of your charity, may you point the way 
toward that vast horizon of hope which God is even now opening up to his Church and
indeed to all humanity: the vision of a world reconciled and renewed in Christ Jesus, our
Savior. To him be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.”

–  Excerpt from the concluding words of Pope Benedict XVI’s homily 
at his 2008 Papal Mass at Nationals Park in Washington.
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By Msgr. John Enzler

Early in my priesthood,
I was deeply affected
by Mother Teresa and

her great love for the poor.
She embodied Christian love,
compassion and service as
she ministered to the poor,
the sick and the dying in 
Calcutta. Her actions evoked
some of the most touching
passages in the Bible, such as
Jesus’s touch of lepers, his
weeping over the death of
Lazarus, and the Good
Samaritan.

I was blessed to meet
Mother Teresa twice, and
after her death, I spent time
working with her sisters in
Calcutta. To be frank, seeing
all of the suffering was not
easy. And yet, that was how
I knew that her extraordi-
nary service was only possi-
ble  because, as she said, 
she saw Jesus in every 

person she met.  
Now, more than 42 years

into my priesthood, I will
soon have another opportu-
nity to meet a great leader
who has inspired me and so
many of us with his love for
the poor. Pope Francis will
visit us at Catholic Charities
on Thursday, Sept. 24, his last
day in Washington. He will
come right after making an
historic speech to Congress,
so in a matter of minutes, he
will go from being sur-
rounded by some of the most
powerful people in the world
to being surrounded by those
who are vulnerable and in
need of assistance. In my
mind’s eye, I can already see
him walking with ease among
our clients, talking with them,
smiling at them and embrac-
ing them. In other words,
treating them with the dignity
they deserve as children of
God.

To me, that is one of the
great lessons we can learn
from both Mother Teresa and
Pope Francis. They love each
person they encounter,
whether it’s the president of
the United States or one of
our homeless clients, and
they do it because God first
loves us. 

There’s no doubt that Pope
Francis feels a special call to
help the poor and be a voice
for them, a call that resonates
especially strongly with me in
my current role at Catholic
Charities. Care for the poor
has clearly been central to his
papacy, but as critical as that
is, it goes even deeper than
that. 

In a speech last summer,
he asked: “Tell me, when you
give alms do you look into the
eyes of the man or woman to
whom you give alms? And
when you give alms, do you
touch the hand of the one to
whom you give alms, or do
you toss the coin?”

Those are challenging

words, but ones we know in
our heart to be true. Mother
Teresa said she saw Jesus in
every human being. Are we
seeing Jesus in others, includ-
ing and even especially the
poor? And are we doing all
we can so that others see
Jesus in us?

I can tell you that many of
the poor know Jesus’ love for
them. On Ash Wednesday of
this year (Feb. 18), Cardinal
Wuerl blessed a new statue in
front of our Catholic Chari-
ties offices on G Street. It’s
called Homeless Jesus, and it
portrays Jesus sleeping on a
bench covered by a blanket.
The same sculptor has made
several versions of a Home-
less Jesus statue, including
one in Rome that was blessed
by Pope Francis. Cardinal
Wuerl saw the statue in Rome
and encouraged us to con-
sider one for our area.

In the months since, I’ve
witnessed homeless individu-
als sit by Jesus on the bench.
Others have come and

touched his head. In one in-
stance, when someone was
actually sitting on the statue,
several homeless people
across the street yelled at him
to get off. It has become al-
most their own memorial in
Washington, and because it
shows the savior of the world
as a fellow homeless person,
it helps restore their dignity.

Pope Francis has said that
we should be a Church for
the poor. It’s to live the Gospel
call to care for the “least
among us” and, in so doing,
care for Jesus himself. He has
also said it’s because Jesus,
when he took on human
flesh, became poor to save us. 

It all comes back to Jesus’
greatest commandment to
love God and neighbor, and
Pope Francis is a great role
model in living that com-
mandment. That makes him a
pope for the poor, yes, but
more than that, a pope for all
who try to live the Gospel
each and every day.

My prayer is that Pope
Francis’s presence among us
will touch our hearts and
souls even more deeply,
renew our faith, and inspire
us to walk with him. In so
doing, we, too, can walk in the
footsteps of Jesus, and see
him in every person we meet.
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(Msgr. Enzler serves as the president and
CEO of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Washington.)

Faith in Action

A pope for the poor, a pope for all

CNS PHOTO/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

Pope Francis talks with three men who live on the streets near the Vatican. As part of a low-key celebration of his 77th
birthday on Dec. 17, 2013, the pope celebrated morning Mass and had breakfast with the men. 

  
 
 
 

 

With Joyful Hearts 
 

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito 
and the faith family of  the  

Diocese of  Palm Beach 
 
 
 
 

Welcome our Holy Father 

Pope Francis 
 

on the occasion of  his first visit to the 
United States of  America. 

 
 
 

May the Holy Family guide and protect him on his historic visit. 
 



• Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Washington, formed in 1922 during the Great
Depression and incorporated seven years later,
continues bringing help and hope to people in the
digital age.

• Catholic Charities operates more than 65
programs at 47 locations in Washington, D.C.,
and in the five surrounding Maryland counties.

• This past year, 8,700 people volunteered to
support the work of Catholic Charities and its
more than 800 employees.

• Catholic Charities serves the equivalent of
4.2 million meals a year to those in need in the
Washington, D.C., and Maryland region.

• Doctors and lawyers provide more than 
$16 million in pro bono services to Catholic 
Charities’ clients.

• The Health Care Network of Catholic 
Charities provides nearly 2,000 low-income 
patients and uninsured patients with critical
medical care, worth more than $6 million, from
pro bono medical specialists.

• The 700 volunteer lawyers and 60 
participating law firms in Catholic Charities’ Legal
Network annually provide about $2 million in pro
bono legal services for the poor.

• Last year, Catholic Charities’ programs 
provided dental, medical and mental health care
to 16,000 adults and children in our community.

• Catholic Charities played a key role in 

assisting the D.C. government with the crisis of
homeless families by helping 140 homeless 
families move into their own apartments.

• Catholic Charities provides 1,800 beds each
night to people who have nowhere else to go,
and also offers programs to help the homeless
find employment and housing.

• Catholic Charities’ programs serve adults
and children from around the world, including
newly arrived immigrants and longtime residents
from all different backgrounds and religions. 

• Catholic Charities annually helps more than
700 adults and children with developmental 
disabilities.

• More than 24,000 people were assisted in
Catholic Charities family centers and through
Parish Partners.

• This past year, over 4,100 volunteers 
packaged and distributed more than 107,000
breakfasts for the homeless through Catholic
Charities’ “Cup of Joe” program, and students
from 40 Catholic schools, along with local
parishes and church groups, collected more than
5,700 coats for Catholic Charities’ “Joseph’s
Coats of Many Colors” drive.

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Washington is headquartered at: 924 G. St, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

Learn more about their work at:
catholiccharitiesdc.org
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Volunteer Michele Breaux serves a meal to a guest last year at Catholic Charities’ dinner
van outreach, now known as the St. Maria Meals Program. On Sept. 24, Pope Francis will
meet with several clients of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington, and then
offer a blessing and brief remarks to the clients gathered at lunchtime for the St. Maria
Meals Program.

Catholic Charities
Charitable outreach arm of Archdiocese of Washington
to welcome Pope Francis on Sept. 24 visit with clients

Our agency offers a combination 
of insurance coverage and services 
to get the most of your insurance dollar.

Welcome 
Pope Francis!

You will be personally taken care 
of by one of our experienced and knowledgeable
agents for auto-life-home and commercial 
insurance. 

240-283-6700
www.zarateinsurance.com
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St. Patrick Church
Oldest Catholic church in federal city to host Sept. 24 visit by Pope Francis

• On Sept. 24, Pope Francis will visit St. Patrick Church
in downtown Washington, where he will meet with several
clients of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton. The agency is headquartered next door to the church.
Then the pope will offer a blessing and brief remarks to
clients gathered at lunchtime for the St. Maria Meals
Program of Catholic Charities.

• Saint Patrick Catholic Church, located at 619 Tenth
Street, N.W., in Washington, D.C., was the first church of any
denomination to be erected in the “Federal City.”

• Saint Patrick’s, which was established to serve the Irish
immigrants who came to the city to work on the federal
building projects, was named after the “Apostle of Ireland,”
St. Patrick. He is the patron saint of Ireland and is credited
with the conversion of the Irish people. He died on March
17, 461, which is also his feast day.

• The parish was established by Bishop John Carroll in
1794. The initial meeting place of the congregation was
a house at the corner of 10th & E Streets, N.W. They
worshipped in three other locations until the fourth location
was blessed in 1872, and 12 years later, on Nov. 2, 1884, the
first Mass was celebrated in the new church. 

• The new church quickly became the venue for national

and international events, most notably the First National
Eucharistic Congress in 1895. At the same time the parish
was fast becoming the “downtown” church of a thriving
commercial area.

• The first American to be ordained a priest in the United
States, Father William Matthews, was named pastor in 1804

and occupied the post for 50 years, during which time
he was also president of Georgetown University and
co-founder of the D.C. Public Library,  as well as founder or
promoter of innumerable institutions, including Gonzaga
College and Visitation Convent.

• Father Jacob Walter, its fourth pastor, was outspoken
in the defense of Mary Surratt, a parish member who was
convicted of complicity in Lincoln’s assassination.
The  pastor stood beside her on the gallows at her execution.

• The Victorian Gothic style church underwent renova-
tions in anticipation of its 1994 bicentennial, yet it still re-
tains most of its historical character, including its stained
glass windows depicting scenes from the life of St. Patrick.           

• Each year, St. Patrick’s celebrates a St. Patrick’s Day Mass,
as traditional Irish music and dance fill the streets of
downtown Washington in honor of St. Patrick. The parish also
hosts the Blue Mass each year in May to pray for those in law
enforcement and fire safety and remember fallen officers.

• As a spiritual and cultural oasis in the heart of a boom-
ing neighborhood of office workers and residents, St.
Patrick’s is  in its third century of service to the Federal City.

For more information, go to saintpatrickdc.org .
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PONTIFICAL

INSTITUTE
JOHN PAUL II

for studies on marriage & family

www.johnpauli i .edu  202.526.3799  washington, dc

JOHN PAUL IIJOHN PAUL IIJ

for studdies on marriage & family

www.johnpauli i .edu 202.5266.3799 washington, dc

For a collection of resources in honor 
of the World Meeting of Families
and the upcoming synod, visit:

 

www.johnpaulii.edu/resources/
october-2015-synod/

The Faculty, Staff, and Students
of the John Paul II Institute

welcome
Pope Francis
to the United States.
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Outreach center bears name, spirit of Pope Francis
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Volunteers and staff of the Pope 
Francis Outreach Center in 
Southeast Washington say they hope

the upcoming visit to Washington of its
namesake will help the faithful better know
and love the poor.

“Pope Francis said that the poor are not
to be pitied because Jesus is present among
them. In their suffering, they know Christ in
a special way,” said Ryan Hehman, director
of Assumption Parish’s Pope Francis 
Outreach Center. “We hope our efforts
reach out to those who hurt the most and
are in need the most, especially those in
need not just of material help, but of love
and friendship.”

Father Gregory Shaffer, pastor of As-
sumption Parish, said the center is aptly
named because “Pope Francis is the pope of
the poor. He told us we can learn much from
the poor.” 

“Pope Francis is in solidarity with the
poor, the needy, the marginalized,” Father
Shaffer said. "Pope Francis lives as poor a
life as he can to be like Christ who was poor,
and to be in solidarity with the poor.” 

The priest noted that in serving at the
Pope Francis Outreach Center he has
learned “sometimes those who have so little
are grateful for anything and everything
they have. Our people may not have much,
but they have gratitude. They see everything
as a gift from God.”

“The people we serve see the Kingdom of
God through the volunteers and staff here,”
he said. “They see our love in the bags of
food – their daily bread – and in the bags of
clothes they receive. And, they receive with
joy. Those of us who serve are the real recip-
ients because we are getting something back
when we serve. We can feel their joy.”

The Pope Francis Outreach Center is lo-
cated on the grounds of Assumption Parish
in Southeast Washington. It provides food

and clothing to residents of the Ward 8 sec-
tion of the city.

“We love and care about our neighbors
and people in need,” Hehman said. “We try
to offer more than just food and clothing.
We try to offer the consolation of personal
attention and prayer.”

The center is open three times a week –
Monday, Wednesday and Friday ¬  from 
9 a.m. to noon, and serves about 600 to 700
guests each month. Food for the pantry
comes from donations from individuals, do-

nations from other churches and from the
Capital Area Food Bank.

The need for food is not necessarily the
most pressing need, Hehman said, because
“spiritual poverty is a large problem facing
the poor.”

“People suffer, and they can face a lot of
extraordinary needs, and the effects of this
can be astounding. The consolation of faith
is the greatest and only real answer to those
needs,” he said. 

Father Shaffer called the outreach “a

goldmine for Christianity.”
“We want to represent the generosity of

God. In the Gospels we learn ‘the first shall
be last and the last shall be first,’” the priest
said. “In this world, the people we serve are
last, but in the Kingdom of God they are
first. That is an anomaly that God taps into
that the people can identify with.”

Volunteer Richard Miller said he has
served at the center “for 20-some years now,
and as long as God gives me the strength, I’ll

CS PHOTOS BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Father Gregory Shaffer (center), pastor of Assumption Parish, and Will Fitzmaurice, a seminarian volunteer, offer food to a guest at the
parish’s Pope Francis Outreach Center in Southeast Washington. The center offers its guests food, clothing, Bible study, Catholic 
devotional items and friendship.

At left, food pantry
volunteer Richard
Miller prepares bags
of food for guests at
the outreach center.
Miller has 
volunteered at the
center for more than
two decades. At
right, volunteer
Jeanette Thomas
sorts clothing items
that have been 
donated for guests
at the outreach 
center. A 40-year
member of 
Assumption Parish,
Thomas is in charge
of the outreach 
center's clothing
closet.

Continued on page 27
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keep on doing it.”
“My work here has taught me

what it means to give to others,” the
74-year-old member of Assumption
Parish said. “The most important
thing is to care about those we serve.
If you don’t care, then you can’t be a
volunteer.” 

Jeannette Thomas, a 40-year
member of the parish, volunteers
with the outreach center’s clothing
distribution. 

“We give people the best. Every-
thing we give is clean and sorted and
ready to wear,” she said. “That is be-
cause we are working for the Father
in His house, and these are His
clothes we give.”

The outreach center also offers
Bible study and makes available
rosaries, Catholic prayers and litera-
ture for guests to take home.

“What we really want to convey is
not just ‘here is food, take it,’ but
‘God loves you and I love you,’ ”
Hehman said. “We want to develop
friendships with the people we
serve. The material help we offer
serves the feeling of friendship and
love we also offer.”

Hehman’s philosophy and that of
the Pope Francis Outreach Center
are exemplified in Simple House, a

ministry Hehman also directs. The
two ministries have formed a part-
nership.

Established in 2003 and located
in Southeast Washington, Simple
House is a lay-led, inner-city out-
reach effort. Lay volunteers live in
community and attend daily Mass,
say morning and evening prayer, and
make time for personal prayer and
Scripture study. The missionaries
visit families in the neighborhood
and the homeless in their camps, of-
fering prayer and fellowship. 

Hehman said the goal of visiting
those in need is “to create an 

authentic friendship that benefits
the poor and glorifies God.” He
called the work of Simple House a
“friendship evangelization.”

“We go to the poorest neighbor-
hoods, we visit the sick and elderly,”
he said. “Sometimes we bring gro-
ceries or children’s items. We offer
rides to doctor’s appointments or to
visits with a family member in jail.
We can also help people get the
rehab help they may need. We al-
ways pray with people.”

He added that with the partner-
ship with Simple House, “guests
know we (the Pope Francis Out-

reach Center) are more than just a
social service. We want people to
know that this is run by Christians
who love them.”

Hehman said the outreach center
strives to operate according to the
teaching of its namesake because
“Pope Francis stresses the poor are
conduits of God’s love and God’s
grace for us.”

As the papal visit draws near, he
said, the outreach center is thinking
of celebrating with a large welcome
banner or maybe by offering cup-
cakes to its guests.

“Even the non-Catholics we serve
are happy for us that the pope is
coming,” he said. “This is a very
beautiful event that many people
share in.”

He said that those who wish to
honor Pope Francis’s visit to Wash-
ington by helping the outreach cen-
ter can donate food or clothing, “but
most importantly, pray for us.”

He said that while volunteer op-
portunities are available, “we are
open during the week, so those who
work may not be able to volunteer.
However, there are so many oppor-
tunities around the archdiocese for
people to help the poor. Just go do it,
it doesn’t matter where, as long as
you get to know and love the people
you serve.” 

How to help
• The Pope Francis 
Outreach Center is 
located at 220 Highview
Place, S.E., and is open
on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays
from 9 a.m. to noon.
People are asked to pray
for the guests while the
center is open. 

• To contact the cen-
ter, call 202-561-5941 or
email outreach@as-
sumptionchurch-dc.org.
Donations can be mailed
to the Pope Francis Out-
reach Center in care of
Assumption Parish, 3401
Martin Luther King Jr.
Ave., S.E., Washington,
D.C. 20032 or online at
assumptionchurch-
dc.org/outreach.

• Donations of
GIANT gift cards help
the center purchase food
items for guests.serve.” 
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Father Gregory
Shaffer, pastor of
Assumption
Parish, blesses a
guest at the
parish’s  Pope
Francis Outreach
Center in 
Southeast 
Washington.
Prayer and friend-
ship are offered
to all guests of
the center named
after the pope.

Packed with hundreds of color photos, this is the 
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Given the ongoing crisis of people
fleeing from war and poverty,
Pope Francis asked every parish

and religious community in Europe to
take in a family of refugees as a concrete
sign of hope and God’s mercy.

“The Gospel calls us, asks us to be
near the least and the abandoned. To give
them concrete hope, not just say ‘Hang in
there, have patience!’” he said in an 
appeal after praying the Angelus  Sept. 6. 

“Christian hope has a fighting spirit
with the tenacity of someone who is
heading toward a sure goal,” he said,
while he encouraged all of his “brother
bishops of Europe – true shepherds,” to
support his appeal in their dioceses.

“In the face of the tragedy of tens of
thousands of refugees, who are fleeing
death because of war and hunger,” the
pope called on “parishes, religious 
communities, monasteries and 
sanctuaries all across Europe to give 
concrete expression of the Gospel and
receive a family of refugees.”

God’s mercy is expressed through the
works of regular men and women, he
said, reminding people that Christ taught
that “whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

He said the gesture would also be a
concrete way to prepare for the Holy
Year of Mercy, which begins Dec. 8. 

The Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore
Romano, said St. Peter’s Basilica and the
Vatican’s St. Anne Church would 
sponsor their first refugee families soon
as well as seek employment for each
head of the household. 

The pope asked that two apartments
near the Vatican be made available for
refugees, said Cardinal Angelo Comastri,
archpriest of St. Peter’s Basilica. 

“The pope wants the apartments to be
near where he is, also to guarantee health
care” and other services available in 
Vatican City and not put a burden on the
Italian government, the cardinal said.

The pope said Christians must not be
closed up inside themselves. “We create
so many inaccessible and inhospitable is-
lands,” he said.

The most basic relationships some-

times can become incapable of openness
and mutual exchange, such as families,
associations, parishes, even nations,
demonstrating yet another example of
human sin, he said. 

He reminded Christians they are
called to open themselves up to God and
His word, and to others, sharing the
Word with those who “have never heard
it or to those who have forgotten it –
buried under the brambles of the worries
and deceptions of the world.”

Meanwhile, people of all religious 
beliefs must never give up and give in to
war, the pope said in a message to an
international gathering for peace in
Tirana, Albania.

“We must never resign ourselves to
war, and we cannot remain indifferent
before those who suffer because of war
and violence,” he said in a message to
those gathered for the interreligious
meeting. “Violence can also be building
up walls and barriers to block people
who are seeking a place of peace.’

Believing peace to be possible is not a
sign of naiveté, he said, but an expression
that “nothing is impossible” with God.
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Pope calls on Europe’s parishes, religious houses to take in refugees 
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A Syrian refugee from Aleppo holds his 1-month-old
daughter moments after arriving on a boat on the Greek
island of Lesbos Sept. 3. Catholic aid agencies have urged
Europeans not to turn against migrants seeking refuge
from Syria and other countries, in what media reports de-
scribe as the continent's greatest refugee movement since
World War II. 

Holy Redeemer Parish and
Holy Redeemer Catholic School

Welcomes Pope Francis

Holy Redeemer Parish
Fr. Mark Hughes, Pastor 
9705 Summit Avenue
Kensington, MD  20895

Holy Redeemer Catholic School
Mrs. Colleen Ryan, Principal  
9705 Summit Avenue
Kensington, MD  20895

2009 Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

His Excellency
The Most Reverend Glen John Provost, D.D., M.A.,

Bishop of Lake Charles,
with the clergy, religious, and laity

of the 
Diocese of Lake Charles

welcomes

His Holiness, 
Pope Francis

to our nation’s capital

Most Reverend Richard J. Malone
Bishop of Buffalo

Welcome, Francis, 
Successor of Peter!

Strengthen us in our faith!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
WWW.BMHS.ORG

On behalf of the Brothers of the Congregation of Holy Cross 
& Bishop McNamara High School,

we welcome His Holiness,

P!e Francis!  
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Welcoming the Pope of Mercy 
by becoming a Church of  Mercy
By Jem Sullivan

‘What a beautiful truth of faith
this is for our lives: the mercy
of God! God’s love for us is so

great, so deep; it is an unfailing love, one that
always takes us by the hand and supports us,
lifts us up, and leads us on.” 

These words of Pope Francis, spoken at
the beginning of his pontificate and echoed
since in his preaching, lead us to the heart of
the Gospel message of God’s unfailing love
and unending mercy. We are invited to a 
renewed understanding of who God is and
who we are in relationship to God, who is
rich in mercy. For divine mercy, notes the
Holy Father, is “the strongest message of the
Lord.”

This time of preparing for Pope Francis’s
pastoral visit to the United States offers the
faithful of this archdiocese a graced oppor-
tunity to reflect on the vital place and trans-
forming power of God’s mercy in our lives.
And as we welcome the Pope of Mercy in
our midst and anticipate humbly the many
graces of the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy, we walk together on the path of be-
coming more fully a Church of mercy.
Jesus Christ is the face of God’s mercy

Pope Francis invites all to return to Jesus
Christ in whom, “mercy has become living
and visible…(for) whoever sees Jesus sees
the Father…Jesus by his words, his actions,
and his entire person reveals the mercy of
God.” The emphasis on God’s mercy is
meant to restore in us the confidence to 
approach God with every weakness, imper-
fection, and sinfulness. Human forgiveness
and compassion is limited and weak. God’s
merciful love is strong and boundless 
reaching into the depths of the sinful human
condition and liberating each person with
new life and the dignity of friendship with
God. 

The face of Jesus is the face of God’s
mercy. For “Jesus reveals the nature of God
as that of a Father who never gives up until
he has forgiven the wrong and overcome 
rejection with compassion and mercy.”
(Misericordiae Vultus, 9)

“The mercy of God,” says Pope Francis,
“is not an abstract idea, but a concrete reality
through which God reveals his love as that
of a father or a mother, moved to very depths
out of love for their child.”  
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy

A simple glance at the world around us
shows turmoil, persecution, enmity, war, and
violence. Now more than ever we need to
not only contemplate the mystery of divine
mercy but to return, personally and commu-
nally, to the merciful embrace of God. Given
the troubled “signs of the times,” Pope 
Francis invites all the faithful to “gaze even
more attentively on mercy so that we may
become a more effective sign of the Father’s
action in our lives…for mercy is the force

that reawakens us to new life and instills in
us the courage to look to the future with
hope.” 

For this reason, the Holy Father pro-
claimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
“as a special time for the Church; a time
when the witness of believers might grow
stronger and more effective.” Every Chris-
tian is invited to live out this Jubilee Year of
Mercy as an “extraordinary moment of grace
and spiritual renewal,” in the midst of the
many difficulties and challenges faced on
the level of each person, nation, and the
world. 

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, the
faithful are to rediscover that “mercy is at
the very foundation of the Church’s life.”
(MV, 10). For the “Church’s first truth is the
love of Christ. The Church makes herself a
servant of this love and mediates it to all
people…(so that) wherever there are Chris-
tians everyone should find an oasis of
mercy.” (MV, 12).

On Dec. 8, 2015, the Church will mark the
fiftieth anniversary of the closing of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council by taking up once again
the teaching of Saint John XXIII who spoke
of the “medicine of mercy,” so needed in our
times as that council opened. On the same
day, Pope Francis will inaugurate the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy by opening
the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s Basilica,
Rome. Then in various dedicated churches
around the world pilgrims may walk
through specially designated Holy Doors
that become a “Door of Mercy” through
which a person discovers the path to 
conversion, the depths of divine forgiveness,
and the tender mercy of God reaching into
each human heart. 

The motto of the Jubilee of Mercy is
“Merciful like the Father.” We are to become
instruments of mercy because we have first
received mercy from God. 
Papal motto

That Pope Francis returns often to the
theme of God’s mercy should come as no
surprise. The Holy Father’s own papal
motto, Miserando atque eligendo, meaning
“lowly but chosen,” evokes the call to en-
counter once again God’s mercy and to be-
come, in turn, “merciful as your Father is
merciful.” (Luke 6: 36). Translated from the
Latin the papal motto means, “by having
mercy, by choosing him,” a phrase taken
from an eighth century homily on the
Gospel account of the calling of Matthew
(Matthew 9: 9-13) by the Venerable Bede.
Jesus sees the tax collector, with all his sin-
fulness, through the loving eyes of mercy.
And because He sees him through the eyes
of mercy He chooses him as His disciple.
Jesus says to Matthew, “Follow me’…and he
rose and followed Him.” 
Implicit in the call of his and our 
discipleship is the mercy of Jesus

Pope Francis first chose this motto when

he was consecrated bishop in June 1992. It
carries a deeply personal meaning that goes
back to the time when he, as a young 17 year
old teenager, heard the Lord’s call. He
experienced that call, on the Feast of Saint
Matthew in 1953, as the loving hand of God’s
mercy on his life and responded with gen-
erosity in a life consecrated to God in the
community of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. 

Soon the people of this archdiocese will
experience that same generosity of service
as the “Pope of Mercy” walks among us to
confirm our faith in Christ and bring the
message of God’s mercy to this land.  

Jem Sullivan, Ph.D. is a catechist and 
author who writes on catechesis and 
evangelization.
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Pope Francis goes to Confession during a Lenten penance service in St. Peter's Basilica at
the Vatican March 13. During the service the pope announced an extraordinary jubilee, a
Holy Year of Mercy, to be celebrated from Dec. 8, 2015, until Nov. 20, 2016. 

“The Lord never tires
of forgiving. 

It is we who tire 
of asking 

for forgiveness.”
– Pope Francis, in his first Angelus 

as pope, March 17, 2013
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‘The Light of Faith’
Excerpts from Pope Francis’s encyclical, ‘Lumen Fidei’ 

Pope Francis issued his first encyclical, Lumen Fidei – Latin
for “The Light of Faith” – in June 2013, about four months
after becoming pope. He noted that the encyclical was

meant to supplement Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical letters on
charity and hope. Pope Francis noted, “He himself (Pope 
Benedict) had almost completed a first draft of an encyclical on
faith. For this I am deeply grateful to him, and as his brother in
Christ, I have taken up his fine work and added a few 
contributions of my own.” Following are some excerpts from
Pope Francis’s encyclical, “The Light of Faith”…

“The light of Faith: this is how the Church’s tradition speaks
of the great gift brought by Jesus. In John’s Gospel, Christ says
of himself: ‘I have come as light into the world, that whoever
believes in me may not remain in darkness’ (John 12:46).
(Lumen Fidei, 1)

“The light of faith is unique, since it is capable of illuminating
every aspect of human existence… Faith is born of an encounter
with the living God who calls us and reveals his love, a love
which precedes us and upon which we can lean for security
and for building our lives. Transformed by this love, we gain
fresh vision, new eyes to see; we realize that it contains a great
promise of fulfilment, and that a vision of the future opens up
before us.” (Lumen Fidei, 4)

“…When we welcome that word, Jesus Christ the Word
made flesh, the Holy Spirit transforms us, lights up our way to
the future and enables us joyfully to advance along that way on
wings of hope. Thus wonderfully interwoven, faith, hope and
charity are the driving force of the Christian life as it advances
towards full communion with God.” ((Lumen Fidei, 7)

“The man of faith gains strength by putting himself in the
hands of the God who is faithful.” (Lumen Fidei, 10) 

“Believing means entrusting oneself to a merciful love which
always accepts and pardons, which sustains and directs our
lives, and which shows its power by its ability to make straight
the crooked lines of our history. Faith consists in the willingness
to let ourselves be constantly transformed and renewed by
God’s call.” (Lumen Fidei, 13)

“Faith is God’s free gift, which calls for humility and the

courage to trust and to entrust; it enables us to see the luminous
path leading to the encounter of God and humanity: the history
of salvation.” (Lumen Fidei, 14) 

“In the love of God revealed in Jesus, faith perceives the
foundation on which all reality and its final destiny rest.”
(Lumen Fidei, 15)

“We ‘believe in’ Jesus when we personally welcome him into
our lives and journey towards him, clinging to him in love and
following in his footsteps along the way.” (Lumen Fidei, 18) 

“Christ came down to earth and rose from the dead; by his
incarnation and resurrection, the Son of God embraced the
whole of human life and history, and now dwells in our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.”  (Lumen Fidei, 20)

“We come to see the difference, then, which faith makes for
us. Those who believe are transformed by the love to which
they have opened their hearts in faith.” (Lumen Fidei, 21)

“Faith becomes operative in the Christian on the basis of the
gift received, the love which attracts our hearts to Christ 
(cf. Galatians 5:6), and enables us to become part of the
Church’s great pilgrimage through history until the end of the
world. For those who have been transformed in this way, a new
way of seeing opens up, faith becomes light for their eyes.”
(Lumen Fidei, 22)

“The truth we seek, the truth that gives meaning to our 
journey through life, enlightens us whenever we are touched
by love.” (Lumen Fidei, 27)

“The truth which faith discloses to us is a truth centred on
an encounter with Christ, on the contemplation of his life and
on the awareness of his presence.” (Lumen Fidei, 30) 

“By his taking flesh and coming among us, Jesus has touched
us, and through the sacraments he continues to touch us even
today; transforming our hearts, he unceasingly enables us to 
acknowledge and acclaim him as the Son of God. In faith,
we can touch him and receive the power of his grace.”
(Lumen Fidei, 31)

“Christian faith, inasmuch as it proclaims the truth of God’s
total love and opens us to the power of that love, penetrates to
the core of our human experience.” (Lumen Fidei, 32) 

“The light of love proper to faith can illumine the questions
of our own time about truth… the light of faith is an incarnate
light radiating from the luminous life of Jesus.” (Lumen 
Fidei, 34)

“God is light and he can be found also by those who seek him
with a sincere heart. An image of this seeking can be seen in the
Magi, who were led to Bethlehem by the star (cf. Matthew
2:1-12). For them God’s light appeared as a journey to be 
undertaken, a star which led them on a path of discovery… 
Religious man is a wayfarer; he must be ready to let himself be
led, to come out of himself and to find the God of perpetual 
surprises.” (Lumen Fidei, 35)

“Those who have opened their hearts to God’s love, heard
his voice and received his light, cannot keep this gift to 
themselves… The light of Christ shines, as in a mirror, upon the
face of Christians; as it spreads, it comes down to us, so that we
too can share in that vision and reflect that light to others, in the
same way that, in the Easter liturgy, the light of the paschal 

candle lights countless other candles.” (Lumen Fidei, 37)

“Finally, faith is one because it is shared by the whole
Church, which is one body and one Spirit. In the communion of
the one subject which is the Church, we receive a common
gaze. By professing the same faith, we stand firm on the same
rock, we are transformed by the same Spirit of love, we radiate
one light and we have a single insight into reality.” (Lumen
Fidei, 47) 

“Faith is truly a good for everyone; it is a common good. Its
light does not simply brighten the interior of the Church, nor
does it serve solely to build an eternal city in the hereafter; it
helps us build our societies in such a way that they can journey
towards a future of hope.” (Lumen Fidei, 51)

“Faith teaches us to see that every man and woman repre-
sents a blessing for me, that the light of God’s face shines on me
through the faces of my brothers and sisters.” (Lumen Fidei, 54)

“At the heart of biblical faith is God’s love, his concrete con-
cern for every person, and his plan of salvation, which em-
braces all of mankind and all creation, culminating in the
incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (Lumen
Fidei, 54)

“Christians know that suffering cannot be eliminated, yet it
can have meaning and become an act of love and entrustment
into the hands of God who does not abandon us; in this way it
can serve as a moment of growth in faith and love. By contem-
plating Christ’s union with the Father even at the height of his
sufferings on the cross (cf. Mark 15:34), Christians learn to
share in the same gaze of Jesus.” (Lumen Fidei, 56)

“Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness, but a
lamp which guides our steps in the night and suffices for the
journey.” (Lumen Fidei, 57)

“As the Son, Jesus brings to the world a new beginning and a
new light, the fullness of God’s faithful love bestowed on hu-
manity… The movement of love between Father, Son and Spirit
runs through our history, and Christ draws us to himself in
order to save us (cf. John 12:32).” (Lumen Fidei, 59)

Turning in prayer to Mary

Pope Francis in his encyclical “The Light of Faith”calls
Mary “the perfect icon of faith, and he closes the en-

cyclical with this prayer…

Mother, help our faith! 
Open our ears to hear God’s word and to recognize

his voice and call. 
Awaken in us a desire to follow in his footsteps, to go

forth from our own land and to receive his promise. 
Help us to be touched by his love, that we may touch

him in faith. 
Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him and to be-

lieve in his love, especially at times of trial, beneath the
shadow of the cross, when our faith is called to mature. 

Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One. 
Remind us that those who believe are never alone. 
Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus, that

he may be light for our path. And may this light of faith
always increase in us, until the dawn of that undying day
which is Christ himself, your Son, our Lord!
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Inside a darkened Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle 
in Washington, people hold lit candles during the 2015
Easter Vigil. 



By Jem Sullivan

‘Iinvite all Christians, everywhere,…to a renewed personal
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to
letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this un-

failingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not
meant for him or her, since ‘no one is excluded from the joy
brought by the Lord.’” 

Pope Francis begins his apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of
the Gospel,” (Evangelii Gaudium) with this personal invitation.
The same voice of our chief shepherd and pastor of the univer-
sal Church will soon be heard in our midst as the Holy Father
walks among the faithful of our Archdiocese of Washington
during his pastoral visit to the United States of America. 

So as we prepare to welcome Pope Francis to this commu-
nity of faith we do well to reflect on his words in Evangelii
Gaudium. There, Pope Francis sets forth, in five chapters, a 
vision of the new evangelization in a missionary key for the 
renewal of the Church and the life of every Christian. The Holy
Father’s vision invites us to a Christ-centered and joy-filled 
recovery of the innermost vocation of the Church and our 
common vocation as missionary disciples who go out “to reach
all the ‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel,” offering
“to everyone the life of Jesus Christ.”

To aid our spiritual preparations in these days of anticipation
of the papal visit the following five themes from Evangelli
Gaudium are offered for our reflection. 

1. To God belongs the primacy in evangelization. 
Pope Francis calls for a new phase, a fresh chapter in a 

renewed stage of evangelization. Throughout the Church, says
Pope Francis, “let us be permanently in a state of mission.” And
the starting point for this journey of the Church and of every
baptized Christian is nothing less than the infinite love of God
revealed in Jesus Christ and continued in the power of the Holy
Spirit in the community of the Church. 

“An evangelizing community knows that the Lord has taken
the initiative, he has loved us first (cf. 1 John 4: 19), and therefore
we can move forward, boldly take the initiative, go out to others,
seek those who have fallen away, stand at the crossroads, and
welcome the outcast. Such a community has an endless desire
to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of the power of
the Father’s infinite mercy.” (EG, 24)

An experience of the joy of the Gospel begins with a re-
newed encounter with God’s love. For as Pope Benedict XVI
notes, “being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or
a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” In the midst
of many challenges we return to the love of Christ and discover
a joy that moves us once again to share God’s love. We are confi-
dent that “no one can strip us of the dignity bestowed upon us
by this boundless and unfailing love. With a tenderness which
never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy,
Christ makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start
anew…Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a
flicker of light born of personal certainty that…we are infinitely
loved.” 

2. Let the beauty of the saving love of God made mani-
fest in Jesus Christ shine forth. 

To share the joy of the Gospel the pope encourages the faith-
ful to focus on the essentials of the Gospel message, “on what is
most beautiful, most grand, most appealing, and at the same
time most necessary…(so that) the message is simplified, while
losing none of its depth and truth.” Radiating from the core of
the Gospel is “the beauty of the saving love of God made mani-
fest in Jesus Christ…before all else, the Gospel invites us to 
respond to the God of love who saves us, to see God in others,
and to go forth from ourselves to seek the good of others.” As

Pope Francis notes, “on the lips of the catechist the first procla-
mation must ring out over and over: Jesus Christ loves you; he
gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every
day to enlighten, strengthen, and free you.”  The special place of
homilies that are “simple, clear, direct, and well-adapted,” is
also noted so that preaching “takes up once more the dialogue
which the Lord has established with his people.” (EG 135-159) 

3. We are all missionary disciples belonging to a Church
that exists in a missionary key. 

“The Church is herself a missionary disciple,” notes the Holy
Father echoing Pope Paul VI’s teaching that the Church is, by
her very nature, missionary. Within this community of faith
each Christian, by virtue of Baptism, is a missionary disciple.
This is the identity of every disciple of Christ. For, “every 
Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has
encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus.” (EG, 120).

The entire pastoral mission of the Church and the vocation
of each disciple is to unfold in a missionary key that opens out
to everyone, without exception or exclusion. The Church as a
missionary community of bishops, priests, pastors, evangelists,
catechists, and the lay faithful are all active participants, each in
their own distinct way. Pope Francis desires that all partake of
this “missionary option,” marked by a missionary impulse capa-
ble of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs,
ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and struc-
tures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s
world, rather than for her self-preservation.” (EG, 27).

4. Meet the many challenges to Christian faith with
hopeful realism and evangelical discernment nourished by
the light and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

There are many cultural and social challenges to the Gospel

today. In place of the “diagnostic overload,” that surrounds us,
Pope Francis encourages missionary disciples to a different ap-
proach, “nourished by the light and strength of the Holy Spirit.”
Several challenges to faith are identified: attacks on religious
freedom, marriage and family, deep seated secularization and
rampant relativism whereby objective moral norms are 
rejected, an economy of exclusion, idolatry of money,
economies that rule rather than serve, inequalities that spawn
violence, and the lack of an adequately inculturated Gospel. 

What then is the source of our courage and conviction as
missionary disciples? Pope Francis quotes St. John Paul II’s
memorable words: “The missionary is convinced that, through
the working of the Spirit, there already exists in individuals and
peoples an expectation, even if an unconscious one, of knowing
the truth about God, about man, and about how we are to be set
free from sin and death. The missionary’s enthusiasm comes
from the conviction that he is responding to that expectation.
Enthusiasm for evangelization is based on this conviction. We
have a treasure of life and love which cannot deceive and a mes-
sage which cannot mislead or disappoint. It penetrates to the
depths of our hearts, sustaining and ennobling us. It is a truth
which is never out of date because it reaches that part of us
which nothing else can reach.” (EG, 265).

Corruptions and temptations among pastoral workers are
also identified: spiritual worldliness marked by self-indulgence,
a superior and self-enclosed spirit, selfishness and spiritual
sloth, internal warring, a pervasive pessimism, division,
calumny, and jealousy within the Christian community. Pope
Francis invites all to recover a genuine “missionary spirituality”
rooted in renewed relationships brought by Christ. In order to
be “successful” evangelizers of souls, we are to resist the temp-
tation to look down on others and to instead “develop a spiritual
taste for being close to people’s lives and to discover that this is
itself a source of greater joy.” (EG 268). Throughout his earthly
life, Jesus himself is the model of this method of evangelization.

5. God’s heart has a special place for the poor.
When Pope Francis visits with the poor in cities across

America the social dimension of evangelization, taken up in
chapter four of Evangelii Gaudium, will come to life in a
poignant way. The Holy Father consistently expresses his 
desire for “a Church which is poor and for the poor.” He calls us
to “find Christ in them, to lend our voice to their causes, but also
to be their friends, to listen to them, to speak for them, and to
embrace the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to share
with us through them.” (EG 198). The Church makes an “option
for the poor,” the defenseless and the most vulnerable, as a 
“special form of primacy in the exercise of Christian charity, to
which the whole tradition of the Church bears witness.” This
option is implicit in Christian faith in a God who became poor
for us, so we might be enriched with his poverty. 

Evangelii Gaudium concludes with a prayer of intercession
to Mary, Star of the New Evangelization. Evangelizing is
marked by a “Marian style,” shaped and guided by the life and
heart of Mary. Pope Francis tells us to look to the Mother of
God in whom we see that “humility and tenderness are not
virtues of the weak but of the strong, who need not treat others
poorly in order to feel important themselves…the interplay of
justice and tenderness, of contemplation and concern for oth-
ers, is what makes the ecclesial community look to Mary as a
model of evangelization.” (EG, 288).  

Pope Francis’ invitation to become missionary disciples is 
extended to each one of us. As we reflect on his words and 
actions during his upcoming pilgrimage to America our re-
sponse to his invitation can become one more graced opportu-
nity for renewed faith, restored hope, and deep and lasting joy.

(Jem Sullivan, Ph.D., is a catechist and author who writes on
catechesis and evangelization.)
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Pope Francis and the Joy of the Gospel
In document, he encourages all Catholics to be missionary disciples in today’s world
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Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

The members of the eco-ministry
program at St. John the Baptist Parish
in Silver Spring know that care for 

creation goes much deeper than energy 
efficient light bulbs and recycling; more than
that, they pray that their ministry inspires 
people to live simply and to see God in nature.
As member Dave Pettit put it, “This is not just
a problem to be solved, it's a change of heart
that has to happen.”

The pope’s recent encyclical, Laudato Si’:
On Care for Our Common Home, says that a
“change of heart,” in the words of Patriarch
Bartholomew, involves replacing 
“consumption with sacrifice, greed with 
generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of 
sharing, an asceticism which ‘entails learning
to give, and not simply to give up. It is a way of
loving, of moving gradually away from what I
want to what God’s world needs.’” Spiritual 
insights like those are what excites
eco-ministry member Arlene McGarrity. 

“I think all the practical pieces of earth care
are in [Laudato Si’], but also the spiritual basis,”
she said. “It’s easy to come to the notion that
the earth is here for us to use. But if we begin
to think of all creation as a manifestation of
God, what’s our relationship with it? ...And
once you start thinking about that, deeply, it
gives you reason to have a different kind of
relationship than you had before.”

Pettit said his greatest take-away from the
encyclical was the sense that creating a better
relationship with the environment involves
unity among all peoples. “What it says was 
refreshing, [that] you don’t want to run over
other people in order to fix this problem. You
need to have everybody together... and that’s
going to require a lot of talking, a lot of 
changing of minds in some cases, a lot of
compromises,” he said. 

At their own parish, the ministry has made
it a priority to encourage “talking” through
weekly statements in the bulletin, having a
booth at their monthly community Sundays

and by encouraging their priests to include
messages in homilies about care for creation.
In response to Laudato Si’, the group along
with the parish’s adult formation team is 
holding a series of eight discussions on the
document, using the Archdiocese of 
Washington’s related parish resources, found
online at adw.org/creation-resources .  Their
“talk” is backed up with frequent action, 
including planting trees on Arbor Day, and
cleaning up New Hampshire Avenue. “You
would not believe the stuff that we find,” said
Bill Dinges, a professor of religious studies at
The Catholic University of America and the
founder of the eco-ministry team.

As they work on the micro level, McGarrity
noted she was heartened to see that many
more Catholics and people around the country
were getting involved, like the Archdiocese of
Chicago, which recently became the first 
diocese in the United State to monitor its
buildings’ energy usage, water consumption
and greenhouse gas emissions. “Just think if all
the dioceses did that? Not only would it be
good for the environment, it would also be
good for the parishes because it would 
conserve our resources,” she said. Though the
scale of the problem and the solution is great,
said Pettit, “It’s given me something else to
pray for. I've come to realize how integral this
is to what God intended for us.”

Dinges believes that this encyclical is an 
important way the Church is responding to
one of the moral crises of the day. “Over the
last 120 some years, going back to Leo XIII’s
Rerum Novarum (an 1891 encyclical on the
rights and duties of capital and labor), we were
reminded as Catholics to read the signs of the
times, to pay attention to what's going on in
the world,” he said. Dinges notes that the
Church is here to remind Catholics and all
others that the ecological crisis is not simply a
public policy or a scientific problem, but one
that has moral dimensions as well. “One of the
important things that religion and our faith
tradition can bring to that circumstance is a
sense of hope, a sense that something can be
done,” he said. 
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St. John the Baptist Parish finds inspiration in ecology encyclical

Catholic News Service

Leading prayers for the safeguarding of cre-
ation, Pope Francis prayed that people

would learn to contemplate God in the beauty
of the universe, give thanks and protect all life.

During an evening celebration of the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, the
pope prayed that God would “enlighten the
lords of power and money so they would not
fall into indifference, but would love the com-
mon good, encourage the weak and care for
the world in which we live.”

The pope announced last month that the
Catholic Church would join the Orthodox
Church in marking the prayer day Sept. 1 each
year.

In his opening prayer, he asked God to fill
people with a desire “to protect every life, to
prepare a better future so that your kingdom
of justice, people, love and beauty would
come.”

Although the pope led the service in St.
Peter's Basilica, he asked the preacher of the
papal household, Capuchin Father Raniero
Cantalamessa, to give the homily. 

Pope Francis offers prayers for creation

Dearest Holy Father, 

Pope Francis
Welcome to the United States!

Thank you for bringing the joy 
of the gospel to our land!

We love you and are praying for you.
St. John Neuman Parish,
Gaithersburg MD.
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‘On Care for Our Common Home’
Excerpts from Pope Francis’s encyclical on ecology, Laudato Si’

(Pope Francis issued his second encyclical, Laudato Si’, on
Care for Our Common Home, in May 2015. Following are some
excerpts from Pope Francis’s encyclical on ecology.)

“‘LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore’ –‘Praise be to you, my Lord.’  In
the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi 
reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom
we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to
embrace us.” (Laudato Si,’ 1)

“The urgent challenge to protect our common home 
includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to
seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that
things can change… I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue
about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We need a
conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental
challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and
affect us all.”  (Laudato Si,’  13, 14)

“Each year hundreds of millions of tons of waste are 
generated, much of it non-biodegradable, highly toxic and 
radioactive, from homes and businesses, from construction and
demolition sites, from clinical, electronic and industrial sources.
The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like
an immense pile of filth.” (Laudato Si,’ 21)

“Climate change is a global problem with grave implications:
environmental, social, economic, political and for the 
distribution of goods. It represents one of the principal 
challenges facing humanity in our day. Its worst impact will
probably be felt by developing countries in coming decades.
Many of the poor live in areas particularly affected by 
phenomena related to warming, and their means of subsistence
are largely dependent on natural reserves and ecosystemic 
services such as agriculture, fishing and forestry.” 
(Laudato Si,’ 25)

“The human environment and the natural environment 
deteriorate together; we cannot adequately combat 
environmental degradation unless we attend to causes related
to human and social degradation. In fact, the deterioration of
the environment and of society affects the most vulnerable 
people on the planet… Today, however, we have to realize that a
true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it
must integrate questions of justice in debates on the 
environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry
of the poor.”  (Laudato Si,’ 48, 49)

“Nature is usually seen as a system which can be studied, 
understood and controlled, whereas creation can only be
understood as a gift from the outstretched hand of the Father of
all, and as a reality illuminated by the love which calls us
together into universal communion.” (Laudato Si,’ 76)

“Our insistence that each human being is an image of God
should not make us overlook the fact that each creature has its
own purpose. None is superfluous. The entire material universe
speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection for us. Soil, water,
mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God.” 
(Laudato Si,’ 84) 

“Everything is connected. Concern for the environment thus
needs to be joined to a sincere love for our fellow human beings
and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of
society… Everything is related, and we human beings are united
as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven 
together by the love God has for each of his creatures and
which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, sister
moon, brother river and mother earth.” (Laudato Si,’ 91, 92)

“Whether believers or not, we are agreed today that the

earth is essentially a shared inheritance, whose fruits are meant
to benefit everyone. For believers, this becomes a question of 
fidelity to the Creator, since God created the world for every-
one.” (Laudato Si,’ 93)

“Our relationship with the environment can never be
isolated from our relationship with others and with God.”
(Laudato Si,’ 119)

“Once we start to think about the kind of world we are 
leaving to future generations, we look at things differently; we
realize that the world is a gift which we have freely received
and must share with others.” (Laudato Si,’ 159)

“Beginning in the middle of the last century and overcoming
many difficulties, there has been a growing conviction that our
planet is a homeland and that humanity is one people living in a
common home. An interdependent world not only makes us
more conscious of the negative effects of certain lifestyles and
models of production and consumption which affect us all;
more importantly, it motivates us to ensure that solutions are
proposed from a global perspective… A global consensus is 
essential for confronting the deeper problems, which cannot be
resolved by unilateral actions on the part of individual 
countries. Such a consensus could lead, for example, to 
planning a sustainable and diversified agriculture, developing
renewable and less polluting forms of energy, encouraging a
more efficient use of energy, promoting a better management of
marine and forest resources, and ensuring universal access to
drinking water.” (Laudato Si,’ 164) 

“The Church does not presume to settle scientific questions
or to replace politics. But I am concerned to encourage an 
honest and open debate so that particular interests or ideologies
will not prejudice the common good.” (Laudato Si,’ 188)

“The majority of people living on our planet profess to be
believers. This should spur religions to dialogue among 
themselves for the sake of protecting nature, defending the
poor, and building networks of respect and fraternity. Dialogue
among the various sciences is likewise needed… The gravity of

the ecological crisis demands that we all look to the common
good, embarking on a path of dialogue…” (Laudato Si,’ 201)

“There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through
little daily actions, and it is wonderful how education can bring
about real changes in lifestyle. Education in environmental 
responsibility can encourage ways of acting which directly and
significantly affect the world around us, such as avoiding the
use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, 
separating refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be 
consumed, showing care for other living beings, using public
transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary
lights, or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a
generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best in
human beings. Reusing something instead of immediately 
discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of
love which expresses our own dignity.” (Laudato Si,’ 211)

“An integral ecology includes taking time to recover a serene
harmony with creation, reflecting on our lifestyle and our
ideals, and contemplating the Creator who lives among us and
surrounds us…” (Laudato Si,’ 225)

“We must regain the conviction that we need one another,
that we have a shared responsibility for others and the world…”
(Laudato Si,’ 229)

“Love, overflowing with small gestures of mutual care, is also
civic and political, and it makes itself felt in every action that
seeks to build a better world.” (Laudato Si,’ 231)

“The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence,
there is a mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain
trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s face.” (Laudato Si,’ 233)

“God, who calls us to generous commitment and to give him
our all, offers us the light and the strength needed to continue
on our way. In the heart of this world, the Lord of life, who loves
us so much, is always present. He does not abandon us, he does
not leave us alone, for he has united himself definitively to our
earth, and his love constantly impels us to find new ways 
forward. Praise be to him!” (Laudato Si,’ 245)

CS PHOTO BY MICHAEL HOYT
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Archdiocesan YouTube channel to air creative videos promoting papal visit

Popemobile
route to be 
announced

Tickets are required
for the Papal Mass

and for Pope Francis’s
other scheduled events
in Washington during
his Sept. 22-24 visit to
the nation’s capital. 

Public viewing 
opportunities of Pope
Francis in his 
popemobile will be 
announced later this
week on the 
Archdiocese of 
Washington’s papal visit 
website at 
walkwithfrancis.org/visit
and also through the
archdiocese’s social
media, and on the
Catholic Standard’s 
website at cathstan.org

By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

For her submission to the Archdiocese of
Washington’s YouServe video contests, a
woman from Columbus, Ohio, decided to

complete all seven of the corporal works of mercy in
one month: giving drink to the thirsty by passing out
water at a charity run, caring for the sick by making
her mom food when she caught a virus, and caring
the homeless by volunteering at a shelter, among
others. 

“It’s very easy for me to take for granted all the
blessings I have been given, but when I stop to show
mercy to my brothers and sisters in Christ, I am able
to delve deeper into God’s love for us all,” she said in
her video submission, which was picked by the
archdiocesan staff to be showcased on their
YouTube channel “WashArchdiocese.” The winners
of the contest, who will win tickets to the papal
Mass in Washington and their choice of an iPad Air
2 or a GoPro HERO 4, will also have their videos on
the channel. (The contest winners were to be an-
nounced after this edition of the Catholic Standard
went to press.)

But the channel features more than just YouServe
videos. In one made by the archdiocese’s digital
media team, Father Mario Majano from our Lady of
Sorrows Parish in Takoma Park gets a little carried
away while conducting DC Papal Visit focus group
interviews in an interrogation spoof. “Wait a minute,
I’m the one asking the questions here, ok?” he said,

when a young woman asked if his parish had grown
as a result of the “Francis effect.”

Videos like this one, meant to be a creative and
humorous way of catechizing, will be released on
the YouTube channel “WashArchdiocese” before
the pope's visit, said Christopher Baker, the arch-
diocesan director of multimedia production. One
video has a sitcom style complete with a laugh track,

while another uses Legos of the pope and Vatican
City for a younger audience. Still another is “man on
the street video” where a priest brings a Pope Fran-
cis cutout to downtown Washington. “We start with
the pope, but it’s kind of getting to where people are
at [in their faith journey],” said Baker. 

To watch these videos and others, visit
www.youtube.com/user/WashArchdiocese/videos
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The Archdiocese of Washington’s multimedia office is producing several videos promoting Pope
Francis’s upcoming visit, including one showing a Lego pope and popemobile.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
(CDA) is one of the largest international
organizations of Catholic women in the
world. We are dedicated to strengthening
our spiritual life through prayer and service.

We are Catholic lay and religious women,
18 years or older, who love and support
the Church and wish to participate in
social and charitable activities.

Founded in 1903, we are dedicated to 
our patroness, the Blessed Mother; our
motto is Unity & Charity; our CDA emblem,
the Cross and Crown, symbolizes the
reward promised to the faithful.

Catholic Daughters courts are currently
organized in 41 states, Washington DC,
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Mexico,
and Guam.

We strive to be spirit-5lled women who 
love Christ, His Church, our country, and 
all humanity.

National Headquarters 10 West 71st Street • New York, NY 10023     P 212•877•3041     F 212•724•5923     catholicdaughters.org

Welcome  

Pope Francis
and wish him a blessed visit to the United States

Shirley Seyfried
NATIONAL REGENT

along with the National Board and the nearly 70,000 members of



CATHOLIC STANDARD    35  SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

PAPAL VISIT

Walking the Walk with Francis
Parishes and schools take Walk with Francis Pledge in variety of ways
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

During Masses on the weekend of Sept.
5-6, members of parishes across the
Archdiocese of Washington took the

Walk with Francis Pledge to honor Pope 
Francis’s upcoming visit to the nation’s capital.
Students at Catholic schools have also begun
taking the pledge. Here are some examples of
the many thousands of people who have taken
the Walk with Francis Pledge:

• Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in
Washington walking with Francis by studying
his ecology encyclical Laudato Si’ as a parish
over the next couple of weeks after Sunday
Mass.

•  Kate Abbott and her husband, 
parishioners at  St. Vincent De Paul Parish in
Washington, walked with Francis by picking
up trash on the beach. 

•  Different grades at Little Flower School
in Great Mills choose different  ways to Walk
with Francis. Fourth graders there have
pledged to help people who are having trouble,
and to pick up trash. Sixth graders are 
pledging to do one nice act for a different

person each day. First graders have pledged to
"Walk with Francis" by praying the Our Father
everyday. Second graders are pledging to

"Walk with Francis" by acting like the school’s
patroness, St. Therese, and doing small acts of
kindness every day. Fifth graders are pledging

to "Walk with Francis" by more fully 
participating in all forms of prayer here at
school and by starting a school garden.

•  St. Vincent de Paul Parish in 
Washington tweeted- “Pray for Mary & Eric
who will #WalkwithFrancis in a big way today
- they are getting married @dePaulDC!”

•  Students at Holy Cross School in 
Garrett Park made cards and prayed for the
students at Holy Cross in Ghana.

•  Georgetown University challenged all
the campus ministries to Walk withn  Francis.
Georgetown’s Jewish community will be 
hosting a film and a series of events on the 
environment, and the Muslim 
community there will “continue to be a
voice for women all over the world,” said
Imam Yahya Hendi.

•  Vivian Richards from the Academy of 
St. Matthias in Lanham is walking with
Francis by packing meals for struggling seniors
citizens at the AARP event “A Celebration of
Service” on 9/11 to honor the fallen.

(To take the Walk with Francis Pledge, go on-
line to walkwithfrancis.org or on social media to
#WalkwithFrancis .)
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For their Walk with Francis pledge, seventh graders from Our Lady of Victory School in
Washington – from left to right, Tadhg Martinez, Greyson Kiondo, Garett Joldersma and
Samantha MacPherson – make sack lunches for the homeless served by Friendship Place.

Holy Cross School
Welcomes Pope Francis!

Holy Cross School • PreK - 8
4900 Strathmore Avenue • Garret Park, MD 20895 • www.hcross.org • 301-949-1699

Pastor: Fr. Robert Buchmeier • Principal: Lisa M. Kane



Upcoming
papal visit
spurs efforts
to share faith
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

Past the vendors selling jewelry and
henna tattoos, past colorful stands
offering chocolate covered bananas

and funnel cakes, past brightly lit rides
and across from stalls of goats and other
barnyard animals, the volunteers from
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Derwood
were flipping patties. 

This year, the pope’s visit is bringing extra
opportunities of evangelization for the
church, which runs a food stand at the
annual Montgomery County Agricultural
Fair, held in August in Gaithersburg. Under
their banner, displaying St. Francis with
outstretched arms, stood a life-size cutout
of Pope Francis and a stack of papal door
hangers, announcing the parish’s Mass times
and inviting people to come to future picnics
and talks. 

“The Holy Father talks about the New
Evangelization, going out to the margins,
and here we are!” said Father John Dillon.
Ever since the Archdiocesan Synod,
the parish has been looking for ways to
evangelize and strengthen their community.
“I was brainstorming with Deacon Dan
(Finn), and the door hanger is a wonderful
opportunity to make ourselves known,”
he said. In addition, the parish will soon
implement a “Joyful Greeter Program” to
welcome people at the Masses, and have
an information desk. 

On a sunny Friday afternoon at a busy
pedestrian intersection in downtown Silver
Spring, shoppers and restaurant goers
walked by a life-size cutout of Pope Francis.
“I thought that it was real!” said one woman
in surprise. Sarah Yaklic and Daphne
Stubbolo, both from the Archdiocese of
Washington’s Office of Digital Media, stood
by the pope and asked people if they would
like to pledge to walk with him.

Though many ignored the cutout, or
simply appeared bemused, others
approached the sign and asked to take a
picture. One man walked up to the Pope
Francis cutout and gave him a thumbs up

before walking away. For those willing to
listen, Yaklic would explain that the pledges
of service, action, and prayer would be
collected into a book that will be given to
Pope Francis as he ministers to the poor at
Catholic Charities in Washington. “I got
goose bumps just listening to that,” one
woman responded. 

A week later, the cutout was placed in
front of the bustling Union Station in
Washington. A young man in a suit and
carrying luggage saw it, and asked when
and where the pope was coming. “I’m an
Anglican, but I’m heading to visit my
Catholic friends at UVA (the University of
Virginia),” he said before snapping a picture
with the faux pope. A large group of interns
from Capitol Hill took a picture, as well as a
woman who had attended an all-girls,
Catholic school in Africa as a child. One man
talked to Stubbolo about his admiration of
the pope. “If you had to use one word to
describe him, what would it be?” she asked.
“Cool,” he said. 

After spending some time in Adoration,
parishioners and priests from the Shrine of
the Sacred Heart in Washington hit the
streets. “Evangelization is not something
that Catholics traditionally do, but I think
that person to person contact [is] how you
make connections and plant the seed and
help faith grow,” said Lovancy Ingram, an
adult parishioner whose parents were
married at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart,
which she attended as a child. 

She and a few others gathered around a
nearby water fountain, where little kids
splashed one another under the setting sun.
As they passed out papal door hangers with
the Mass schedule and information on the
sunrise Mass at Sacred Heart during the
pope’s visit, Ingram played songs on her
violin, including “This Little Light of Mine.” 

Others like Pierre Thompson, a lector and
Eucharistic minister for the parish, stood
outside the Columbia Heights Metro station.
“I know that when I first moved into the
neighborhood, I lived two blocks down from
the church, but it took me more than a
month to figure out that there was a
Catholic church two blocks away,” he said.
“I think it’s important for our church to be
present in the community.”
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Pierre Thompson hands out Pope Francis door hangers to people on a recent evening. He
and other members of the Shrine of the Sacred Heart in Washington participated in an
evangelization effort near the Columbia Heights Metro Station.

A group of Capitol Hill interns pose together with a life-sized cardboard cutout of Pope
Francis during a #FrancisFridays evangelization effort carried out by the Archdiocese of
Washington’s Office of Digital Media.

A young man takes a “selfie” with a card-
board cutout of Pope Francis during a
“#FrancisFridays” event at Union Station.

Find out if the Pope Francis
cutout is coming to your area
by following the Archdiocese
of Washington on its social

media accounts and searching
#FrancisFridays for clues.
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Catholic schools begin to Walk with Francis
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

Even before the start
of the school year on
Aug. 31, the teachers

of the Academy of St.
Matthias the Apostle in
Lanham were preparing to
lead the school in the Walk
with Francis Pledge by
living it out themselves. As
the sun rose on Aug. 28, six
members of the faculty
and staff prepared a hot
breakfast for those in need
through Catholic Charities’
St. Maria’s Meals van,
parked outside a 7-Eleven
in Wheaton. “We’re part of
a Catholic community,”
said Shannon Norris, the
technology teaching,
speaking on why they
decided to volunteer.
“That’s why we signed up
to be Catholic school
teachers.”

Abigail Greer, the
principal of St. Matthias,
said, “Today we are up a
little earlier than we
normally would be, but it’s
a nice day for us to come
together to model what we
want our students to do.”
Every Friday morning, the
van serves an average of
167 meals with the help of
volunteers; that morning,
members of St. Camillus
Parish in Silver Spring as
well as others joined the St.

Matthias volunteers to make
it happen. “Everyday we get

to serve with families in
need in a hands on way and

teach children how to serve
others and pray,” said Greer.
“It’s nice that Francis is the
catalyst for this [movement],
but we’re lucky enough to
get to do it every day.”

Vivian Richards, the
director of admissions,
enrollment and advance-
ment at the school, said
she came with the faculty
because she believes
strongly in people helping
one another. “I’m doing my
Walk with Francis in service
to people. [The recipients]
are out here every day trying
to get work, and they
sometimes don’t know
where their next meal is
going to come from,” she
said. Her hope is that the
pope’s visit will inspire more
people to care for their
neighbors. “I think [Pope
Francis] wants to bring
communities together, he
wants us to unite, mostly in
God’s grace,” she said.

On the first day of classes

at Our Lady of Mercy
School in Potomac, the
children met their new
teachers; their new princi-
pal, Debbie Thomas; and
their new  pastor, Father
Bill Byrne; and they pledged
to take the Walk with
Francis. Each student wrote
the pledge on a blue
footprint-shaped cutout,
which they glued onto a
banner. The whole school
then gathered outside the
building. “St. John (the
Evangelist School in Silver
Spring)—we challenge you!”
they shouted to the video
camera, before being sprin-
kled with holy water. 

As they headed inside to
finish the last few minutes
of the first day, each child
was handed a reminder of
the pledge – a blue footprint
cookie, baked by the retired
school librarian, Gail Roddy.
As a school, they pledged to
do service monthly service
projects such as playing

basketball with members of
the Special Olympics,
making breakfast for
residents of homeless
shelters through Catholic
Charities’ Cup of Joe
program, and spending time
with the elderly residents of
the Byron House, an assisted
living facility adjacent to the
school property. Even with
school guidance, “the most
important thing that they
can do is [living out the
pledge] on their own,” said
assistant principal Frank
English. 

As the oldest students at
Our Lady of Mercy School,
the eighht graders plan on
leading the other students
in their Walk with Francis.
“His mission is to help
others, and I really like that,”
said eighth grader Ellie
Brewer. Her classmate
Henry Sullivan added, “I
like how he’s a leader for our
Church, and he’s a big role
model.” 
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On their first day of classes, students at Our Lady of Mercy School in Potomac take a pledge together to Walk with Francis by praying and serving those
in need. Students wrote their names on blue footprints that were attached to a banner to signify that they would be walking with the pope by carrying
out the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

Teachers and staff from the Academy of St. Matthias the Apostle in Lanham, including
Julie Kelly (at left) and Vivian Richards (center) carry out their Walk with Francis Pledge
by volunteering with Catholic Charities St. Maria’s Meals van, serving breakfast to day
laborers in Wheaton.
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Rochas Okorocha, 
the Nigerian youth 
free education ambassador 
and an emerging African 
leader, join the people 
of America to congratulate 
His Holiness, Pope Francis, 
the champion 
of servant-leadership 
principles in the modern era, 
on the occasion of his first 
visit to the USA. 

Father Emmanuel M.P. Edeh,
the founder of Saviorite priests
and religious, Caritas and
Madonna Universities, as well
as the champion of global peace,
join the people of America to
congratulate His Holiness, 
Pope Francis, the exemplary 
servant-leader of the 21st 
century, on the occasion of his
first visit to the USA. 

FP
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For the October issue of Junior Saints, draw a picture and write about what you or your
classmates did to take the “Walk with Francis” pledge, and explain why. Please send your
drawings and writings by Sept. 14 to:

Junior Saints 
P.O. Box 4464 • Washington, DC 20017

Please print or write your name clearly on your work, and include the name of your parish or school and
your grade.

What I admire about Pope Francis

““I admire Pope Francis... He is holy because he is all
about God. The pope is up to date with Twitter. He is
cool.”  – Margaret Ruble, seventh grade, Our Lady
Star of the Sea School, Solomons

“The thing I admire the most about Pope Francis is
that he is very honest and straightforward. He al-
ways tells the people what they need to hear to grow
in faith, not necessarily what they want to hear.” –
Peyton Dziekiewicz, sixth grade, Our Lady Star of the
Sea School, Solomons

“What I admire about Pope Francis is that when he
was archbishop of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis was
known to sneak out at night to break bread with the
homeless. He would sit with them in the street and

eat with them, just to let them know someone cares.”
– Catherine Oldfield, fifth grade, St. Pius X Regional
School, Bowie

“The thing that I admire most about Pope Francis is
that he wants to be with the crowd and not far away
from us.” – Mariah Murray, fifth grade, St. Pius X
Regional School, Bowie

“I like Pope Francis because of his smile. His smile is
so sweet and kind. It also inspires me to do the right
thing.” – Alexander Rorke, fifth grade, St. John
School, Hollywood

“I admire Pope Francis because he said this: ‘The
world tells us to seek success, power and money. God

tells us to seek humility, service and love.’”
– Cole Remington, fourth grade, Holy Redeemer
School, Kensington

“I admire you (Pope Francis), because you teach us
to love God.” – Jadison Peters, second grade, St.
John School, Hollywood 

“I am very excited because Pope Francis is coming to
Washington, D.C., to talk to the U.S. Congress about
human rights and economic justice. I like him be-
cause he travels a lot around the world to teach peo-
ple about God and talk about his ideas. I also admire
him because he is very popular and is not afraid to
express his feelings and ideas.” – Alex Cheesebrew,
fourth grade, St. Mary School, Bryantown

“When Pope Francis went to the Philippines, he did-
n’t care if it was raining outside. He went outside
and greeted the people and said a Mass. What I ad-
mire about pope Francis is that he didn’t care what
the weather was, he would still help the people in
need.” – Gillian Cayabyab, seventh grade, St. Mary
School, Bryantown

“I admire Pope Francis’s generosity with himself and
his time. He embraces those who are shunned or
turned away like the sick or the poor, immigrants
and prisoners. Just like Jesus, he touches the un-
touchable. ‘God will judge us upon how we have
treated the most needy.’ –Pope Francis, July 8,
2013.” – Aidan Hanley, third grade, St. Mary School,
Bryantown 

Linxiao Gu, sixth
grade, St.
Bartholomew 
School, Bethesda

Sophia Mcfillin, third grade, Cardinal Hickey Academy, Owings

Ricardo Guerrero, seventh grade, 
St. Joseph Regional Catholic School, Beltsville 

Maddie Carrino,
eighth grade, 
St. Mary
School, 
Bryantown 

Zoe 
DeArmas,
fourth grade, 
Holy 
Redeemer
Catholic
School, 
Kensington

Sierra Fowler,
eighth grade,
St. Mary
School,
Bryantown  

Gabrielle
Hernandez,
eighth grade,
St. Joseph
Regional
Catholic
School,
Beltsville 

Alex Soler, sixth grade,
St. Andrew Apostle
School, Silver Spring 
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The view from Rome
Washington priests, seminarian reflect on witnessing Pope Francis firsthand in Rome

Walking the walk
(Father Conrad Murphy, one of nine new

priests ordained by Cardinal Wuerl for the Arch-
diocese of Washington in June, got to witness
the beginning of the papacy of Pope Francis
while studying at the Pontifical North American
College in Rome. He will return there at the end
of September for further studies, after serving as
a parochial vicar pro-tem at St. Pius X Parish in
Bowie. In an email, he offered the following re-
flection on Pope Francis.)

‘Pope Francis has been a tremendous ex-
ample to me of how to be a priest. I was

really blessed to be in the middle of my semi-
nary formation in Rome during his election. It
was an incredibly exciting time, and being in
Saint Peter's Square and seeing the white
smoke was such a joy!  

“But the most memorable part was his
tremendous humility. He asked us to pray for
him and bowed down as we prayed in silence.
The whole square, filled with hundreds of
thousands of people was silent in prayer. It was
a powerful experience of the Holy Spirit.

“As my seminary time went on, his insis-
tence on radically living out the Gospel, of giv-
ing yourself entirely to Jesus and his people,
was an incredible inspiration! And now as a
priest, what a challenge: To truly live out
Christ's Gospel, to show his mercy to his peo-
ple, and to walk the walk like Pope Francis
does every day! He has taught me so much al-
ready, and I look forward to trying to follow his
example each day as a priest.”

‘Truly a shepherd’
(Robert Boxie III, a seminarian of the Arch-

diocese of Washington, returned to Rome last
week to begin his fourth year of theology. In an
email, he wrote about Pope Francis’s impact on
his life.)

‘To me, Pope Francis has been truly a shep-
herd in every sense of the word. He is

calling all of us to go beyond ourselves, to get
out of our comfort zones, and to truly meet
people where they are and take them exactly
as they are. He emphasizes so much in his
writings and his homilies the importance of
being in relationship, first with God and with
our neighbor, and he actually puts this into
practice. He gives us a concrete model of how
to live out the great commandment of love
today. 

“I suspect this is why he is so popular
worldwide – he practices what he preaches.
People see a holy and a humble man who is
trying to make this world a better place
through the teachings of Jesus Christ and the
Catholic Church. His authenticity and gen-
uineness in preaching the Gospel message is
fresh and new, especially in a world that
hungers for real love and authentic relation-

ships – what Facebook and Twitter and Insta-
gram can never provide.  And this is his chal-
lenge to priests, religious, and seminarians: to
be that authentic witness of the Gospel mes-
sage and put it into action by ‘being Christ’ to
all those whom we encounter.   

“I also find his preaching to be simple, ac-
cessible, and straightforward, but with a pro-
found depth that really challenges you to go a
little bit further than before.  I really do like
how he sometimes makes me feel uncomfort-

able because I should never be satisfied where
I am. I should always be striving to do better, to
love more, to work harder, and to continue to
conform myself to Christ.   

“I had the great privilege of serving a holy
hour with Pope Francis at the beginning of my
second year at the NAC in St. Peter’s Square in
September 2013. The pope called an im-
promptu Day of Prayer for Peace in the Middle
East (when the US, the UN, and other nations
were on the verge of taking military action in

Syria). I was one of the candle bearers for the
Eucharistic procession and was probably
about 30 feet from Pope Francis. Being in his
presence was pretty incredible and memo-
rable. I felt that Pope Francis had the weight of
the world on his shoulders, to pray for divine
intervention to prevent a situation from be-
coming catastrophic.

“As soon as the Eucharist came out, the en-
tirety of St. Peter's Square fell silent. There
were at least half a million people present, and
you could have heard a pin drop. It was eerily
silent (especially with the square full of peo-
ple), but so intensely prayerful at the same
time. It seemed that time had stopped and that
the whole world was being offered up in
prayer to the Father – all of us united together
as one humanity. The following week, the US,
the UN, and the other nations decided not to
pursue military action. The prayers worked,
and I was blessed to have been a part of such
an experience with the pope.”  

Living the
‘Joy of the Gospel’

(Father Alec Scott, another of the new priests
ordained by Cardinal Wuerl for the Archdiocese
of Washington in June, is serving as a parochial
vicar pro-tem at the Shrine of the Most Blessed
Sacrament in Washington, and this fall he will
return to the Pontifical North American College
in Rome to continue his studies. In an interview
with the Catholic Standard before his ordina-
tion, he reflected on what he admired about
Pope Francis. The following remarks are ex-
cerpted from that earlier interview.)

‘Iwas there when they announced his
name, and he stepped out on the bal-
cony,” Father Scott said. “It was an

amazing, amazing experience.”
Father Scott said he has been especially in-

spired by the substance of what the new pope
is saying, which he said is exemplified in the
pontiff’s apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the
Gospel.”

“That’s sort of the game plan for his papacy.
We need to be showing the world… the joy of
Christ and show them how transformative the
presence of Christ is in our lives,” Father Scott
said, noting how the work of the two most re-
cent popes flows together.  Pope Benedict, he
said, “opened the Gospel for us in his prayerful
insights. Pope Francis shows us it’s equally im-
portant, that lived experience of the Gospel.”

Pope Francis, he added, “gives the model”
for priests to proclaim and live the truths of the
faith, by sharing the joy of the Gospel and
Christ’s love with their people.

“We have to be willing to reach out to peo-
ple and meet them with a loving, pastoral
heart, whatever situation they’re in. I’m
tremendously humbled to be able to step into
this role,” Father Scott said.

CNS PHOTO BY PAUL HARING

Pope Francis ordains one of 19 new priests in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican this past
April. In his homily, the pope told the new priests to make sure their homilies were not
boring. 
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Young adults reflect on papal visit
“[My hope for the pope’s
visit is] that people come
together more, that you
won’t have communities
anymore where someone
says, ‘Oh that person’s a
different color from me so
I’m not going to care about
them,’ or ‘That person is
poor so I’m not going to care
about them.’ I hope that
people are inspired and take
something positive away
from this visit.”

– Lovancy Ingram, parishioner of Shrine of the
Sacred Heart, Washington

“I believe he brings a lot
of energy to the Church, and
that’s what the Church needs
right now. He gets a lot of
young people excited and
that’s the future of the
Church, so it’s important to
keep them energized… Just
seeing other young people
in there makes it feel better
to be part of the Church.”

– Thomas Doyle,
sophomore at The Catholic
University of America

“I like that he’s inspiring
us to push ourselves way
outside of our comfort zone,
especially in ministry. Being
Christ-like is being willing to
go to that fringe and reach
out to people. Spiritually I
would say he’s impacted me
because he very obviously
sees Christ in people. It’s one
thing to minister to people,
but it’s another thing to walk
with people. And when you
see Christ in them, then you
can interact with them in a different way… you’re more
willing to sacrifice yourself for them.”

– Cassidy Stinson, a second theology seminarian
at Theological College

“I love that he has the
name Francis, honestly.
I just love Pope Francis’s
take on all of that, how even
he tries to live poverty in his
own life, even though he’s
the pope. [After reading one
of his writings in theology
class] it helped encourage
me to reach out and be more
a part of my faith.”

– Julianne Hyrcza,
sophomore at The
Catholic University
of America 

“He's finding ways to
attract a lot of positive attention back to the Catholic Church
and he’s addressing a lot of issues of the day, like climate
change... Him going into the jails and  washing the
prisoner’s feet was such a monumental thing to do, right
away after he became the pope. It kind of stopped the world
it in tracks, for just a second. It made them realize the
Catholic Church is actually a force for good in the world,
and we have a lot to say.”

– Jonathan Christ, member of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Washington 

“I’m so excited for the Holy Father’s visit to the United
States. He’s not afraid to talk about hard issues, he doesn’t
shy away from anything and that’s not a reflection on 
previous popes. [With his encyclical Laudato Si’] people
now know that the Church has something to say about the
environment. [I] pray that the message he is trying to convey
to the American people will get across to us through the
media.”

– Emily Latif, Washington, D.C intern and student at
the University of Dallas 

“I think that this pope is
different in that he’s much
more willing to engage the
public in conversations about
important policies, with his
address to Congress being a
prominent example. He in-
spires me through his way
of encountering people and
...his ability to appeal to
almost everyone, including
non-Catholics. His sense of
humility, and understanding
of different people and
different cultures is some-
thing I definitely strive for.”

– Pierre Thompson, parishioner of Shrine of the
Sacred Heart, Washington 

CS PHOTOS  
BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

To learn more about Young Adult Ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Washington, visit that office’s
website at DCCatholic.org, like DCCatholic on
Facebook, and follow @DCCatholic on Twitter. 
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Pope Francis inspires people of all faiths, says interfaith leader
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Pope Francis’s Sept. 22-24 visit to Washington is important
to people of other faiths because the pope “in both word
and deed has already had a profound impact on members

of other faith traditions,” said the director of the InterFaith
Conference of Metropolitan Washington (IFC).

“The Pope's unique combination of personal humility, 
pastoral care, and prophetic witness on behalf of the most 
vulnerable calls people of faith from all traditions to aspire to
bring greater healing into our broken world,” said Rabbi Gerald
Serotta, the IFC’s executive director.

Founded in 1978, the InterFaith Conference of Metropolitan
Washington is a coalition of 11 faith communities – Baha’i, 
Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish, Latter-day Saints,
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Sikh and Zoroastrian – that work
together to promote interreligious dialogue and understanding. 

Rabbi Serrota said that Pope Francis’s recent encyclical on
the environment "Laudato Si'" ("Praise Be to You"), is “one 
specific example” of how the pope’s message has resonated
with other faiths.

“We see that the values of ‘Laudato Si'’ have already found an
echo in a recent call for creation care by Muslim scholars from
around the world,” the rabbi said.

Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhortation “Evangelii
Gaudium” (“Joy of the Gospel”) has called for “(interreligious)
dialogue, ever friendly and sincere,” because “dialogue can en-
rich each side.” (no. 251) 

“Interreligious dialogue is a necessary condition for peace in
the world, and so it is a duty for Christians as well as other reli-

gious communities,” the pope wrote in that document. (no. 250)
“In this way we learn to accept others and their different

ways of living, thinking and speaking,” the pope wrote. “We can
then join one another in taking up the duty of serving justice
and peace, which should become a basic principle of all our 
exchanges.” (no. 250)

In honor of Pope Francis’s visit to this city, the IFC has joined
its annual “Walk DC” with the Archdiocese of Washington’s
Walk With Francis Pledge campaign. The archdiocesan 
initiative invites people to serve others in their community –
through prayer and learning about the faith; through charitable
service to others; through taking action to spread the Gospel in
families, workplaces and public policy – and then share their
pledge on social media.

The IFC’s “Walk DC 2015” will be held Sept. 27 along 
Embassy Row in Washington. Various faith communities will
host open houses and share their religious traditions through
music, art, service, and food. The theme is “from different

paths, we walk as one.”
“The Walk DC is a registered event of the Walk with Francis

campaign, as an act that promotes tolerance and a commitment
to the common good,” said Meghan Mulvenna, one of the 
organizers of Walk DC 2015. “Pope Francis continues to be an
inspiration to many across the globe, as his calls to conscience
and action relate to the hearts of people, around quality of life
matters which affect us all.”

As part of Walk DC 2015, the parishioners of the Church of
the Annunciation and the members of its young adult group
will host a gleaning project, where 8,000 pounds of potatoes
will be bagged and delivered to soup kitchens around the city.

Walk DC 2015 begins with an opening ceremony at 1:30 p.m.
at the Washington Hebrew Congregation, 3935 Macomb St.
N.W., and concludes with a 4:30 p.m. closing ceremony at the 
Islamic Center, 2551 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. For more 
information, visit  http://ifcmw.org.

Rabbi Serotta noted that Pope Francis’s visit here comes just
one month before the Vatican document “Nostra Aetate” (“In
Our Time”) turns 50 years old. The document – which outlines
the relation of the Catholic Church with other faith traditions –
was promulgated by Pope (now Blessed) Paul VI on Oct. 28,
1965.

Because this is the 50th anniversary of “the landmark 
document which describes the Church's foundation for inter-
religious dialogue,” Rabbi Serotta said, “so particularly this year
members of other faith traditions are eager for words of 
inspiration (from Pope Francis) that can enhance not only 
dialogue but also opportunities to extend those words into 
action on behalf of God's children, living on God's increasingly
vulnerable earth.” 
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‘One family and one faith’
Archdiocese’s diverse Hispanic Catholic community is united in language, faith and love of family
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

When Cardinal Donald Wuerl announced in June
that Pope Francis would visit the Archdiocese of
Washington Sept. 22-24, he made mention of the

“huge, vibrant and significant population” of Hispanic
Catholics that is “a big and welcome part of this archdio-
cese.”

Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario Dorsonville, a native
of Colombia, said he sees the truth of the cardinal’s state-
ment every time he visits a predominately Spanish-speaking
parish.

“The churches are full – and they are full with a lot of
young faces and a lot of children. We worship God with a
sense of happiness and a sense of joy that is vibrant,” Bishop
Dorsonville said. 

Bishop Dorsonville, who has been a priest for the Arch-
diocese of Washington since 1999 and who was named an
auxiliary bishop of this archdiocese last March, has the pri-
mary responsibility of ministering to the estimated 280,000
Catholics of Hispanic descent in the archdiocese.

“With joy and music and a sense of celebration and wor-
ship, there is in this archdiocese a very committed immi-
grant Catholic community that continues to live its faith
with a real commitment to the teaching of Jesus Christ,” the
bishop said.

The archdiocese has nearly 40 parishes that serve Span-
ish-speaking Catholics from 21 countries. The bishop noted
that the Hispanic Catholic community in this archdiocese is
diverse and includes “those who have been here a long time
and those who have just come here. There are some who are
very wealthy and some who are very poor.”

“One of the most beautiful things I see here in the United
States is that everyone comes to the church without distinc-
tion of education or wealth,” he said. “Everyone is comfort-
able coming together to the same church.”

Bishop Dorsonville said that Spanish-speaking Catholics
take pride in forging a Hispanic Catholic community.

“We are diverse, but most importantly, what makes us the
same is one language, one religion and one experience –
which is walking away from our countries to come here,”
Bishop Dorsonville said. “The ‘Hispanic’ name, no matter
what country we come from, makes us feel like brothers and
sisters walking in a new nation with common cultural val-
ues.”

“We don’t forget our lands, but we focus on being one
family and one faith. There is a lot of diversity, but we are
very connected and we enrich each other,” he said. “What
we look at as Catholics is our unity – we are one Church, we
are universal.”

Bishop Dorsonville said that while the Hispanic Catholic
community is diverse, there are commonalities that are
shared within the community regardless of a person’s coun-
try of origin.

“We see life as a joyful celebration and we have a very par-
ticular devotion to family life and extended family life,” he
said. “The sense of friendship, family and love is extremely
important to the structure of Hispanic faith because it brings

us closer to the presence of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Why?
Because God is a member of our family.”

Another hallmark of Hispanic Catholic faith, “is our very
strong devotion to Our Lady,” Bishop Dorsonville said. “She
is the one who reminds us there is nothing more important
than belonging to a family. Our Lady will always be our
mother and the mother of our brother, Jesus Christ.”

Bishop Dorsonville said that the local Hispanic Catholic
community “is very excited” by the pending visit of Pope
Francis.

“He comes from our lands, our hemisphere,” he said. “He
comes to us with the same knowledge and the same cultural
background as we do, and therefore, his preaching is preach-
ing to our hearts.”

When Pope Francis celebrates his historic canonization
Mass Sept. 23 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate, he will offer it in Spanish. 

“He is a pope who not only speaks our language, but who
is one of us,” the bishop said. “He uses the same colloqui-
alisms we do. He will connect with young people who speak
his language.” 

Bishop Dorsonville said that “Latin Americans and His-
panic Catholics have always loved the Holy Father no matter
who he is, but we see Pope Francis as a man who shares our
experience and understands our families and our chal-
lenges.”

“The Holy Spirit has been generous to us because with
Pope Francis we can see in his face the that faces of the peo-
ple who taught us our faith,” he said. “And he is the voice of
the Church who can challenge us to live a Christian life, to
be in solidarity with the poor, and to be aware of the chal-
lenges we face in this world.” 

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Bishop Mario Dorsonville gives Communion to a young girl
at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle during a 
July 27 Mass celebrating the 194th anniversary of Peru’s 
independence.

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

In this file photo, the faithful gather to celebrate the feast of El Salvador's patron saint, "El Divino Salvador del Mundo," at
a procession and Mass held in the Crypt Church at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington. This special yearly Mass honors Salvadoran culture and traditions. 



By Sarah Yaklic
Special to the Standard

Tweeting in nine languages, to more
than 22 million followers, in messages
of 140 characters or less, Pope Francis

brings the joy of the Gospel to life across the
digital highways. Challenging cultural norms
and a heavy secular influence, Pope Francis

calls us to embrace silence, to step out of our
comfort zones, to create a bold cultural
revolution where tenderness and kindness 
replace impatience and greed. 

Sounds like a bold ask for a sound bite, but
people are responding with great
energy! In fact, Pope Francis has joined the
ranks of tech-savvy celebrities and has been
named the most influential leader on 

Twitter, gaining between 7,000-9,000 retweets
for each tweet he sends.  

Why is it that people are so captivated by
his tweets? While I can’t speak for the world,
I can speak from my own experience. I’m 
hungry for truth. I’m ready to be challenged, to
be motivated to make our world a better place
– whether through silent prayer or direct 
action. I’m in search of that deep peace that
only comes from the merciful heart of the 
Father. I desire more than a sound bite and 
believe that life is experienced in its most full
sense when we take the opportunity to sit back
and experience all of the gifts before us. And
from what I’ve heard, there are many of you
who feel the same!

How can you embrace the digital culture
and live out Pope Francis’s call to be a 
missionary disciple today?  Here are my 
recommendations:

1. Follow Pope Francis on Twitter
(@Pontifex) and make it your daily practice to
see what he shares.

2. Reflect on his words. Put away the 
mobile device and invite the Holy Spirit to
open your heart so you can hear all that God is
waiting to speak to you.

3. Share your reflection. Follow his 
example and be a joyful missionary, sharing
with at least one person how God is working in
your life.  

As Pope Francis has said, “All is takes is one
good person to restore hope!” Let Pope 
Francis be that person in your life and you be
that for others.

(Sarah Yaklic is the director of digital media
for the Archdiocese of Washington.  She tweets
personally from @DMediaMission and from the
archdiocese @WashArchdiocese.)
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Buy your group’s Metro fare for the 
Papal Visit before you come to DC.

Buying your Metrorail fare ahead of time makes your group’s trip much easier and more enjoyable. We have two fare options: a 
SmarTrip® card (Metro’s rechargable farecard) with $8 in pre-loaded value OR a SmarTrip® card with a pre-loaded One Day Pass. 
Use Metro’s Trip Planner at wmata.com to help you detemine which card would work best for your group. 

You can order your group’s Metro fare online at wmata.com or by calling 202-962-5700.
Enjoy your visit to Washington, DC and thank you for riding Metro.

�e Modern Impact of Tell Mozan:
Problems Presented in Syria Today

featuring:

Drs. Giorgio &  Marilyn Buccellati
Co-directors of the UCLA archaeological expedition

 to Tell Mozan in North-Eastern Syria

Saturday, September 26, 2015

ST. ANSELM’S ABBEY  and  The Columbus School of Law

8:00 p.m. | Columbus School of Law 
 Catholic University of America

(Free Underground Parking; Metro: Brookland/CUA)
�e event is free and open to the public, 

with a reception following.
For more information, please contact: jensen@cua.edu

Co-sponsored by: 

Forty-Second Annual �omas Verner Moore Lecture

The Pope who Tweets the Gospel
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WelcomesPope Francis!
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The official newspapers of the Archdiocese of Washington.

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
Basilica to host Pope Francis’s Sept. 23 Canonization Mass for Blessed Junípero Serra

•  The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception located at 400 Michigan Ave., N.E., in Washing-
ton, D.C., is the largest Roman Catholic church in the United
States and is one of the 10 largest churches in the world.

•  The basilica is the nation’s pre-eminent Marian shrine,
dedicated to the patroness of the United States, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, under her title of the Immaculate Conception.

•  In 1913, Pope Pius X approved plans for the building of a
national shrine in the United States, and its cornerstone was
laid in 1920. The first Mass there was celebrated in 1924. The
shrine’s Crypt Church was completed two years later, and its
Great Upper Church superstructure, delayed by the Depres-
sion and World War II, was dedicated in 1959.

•  Over 70 chapels and oratories – including to Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Our Mother of Africa, and Our Lady of Vietnam –
have been added to the National Shrine, dedicated by various
ethnic groups and religious communities, showing the devo-
tion that American Catholics from different cultures, tradi-
tions and ethnic backgrounds have to Mary.

•  On Oct. 7, 1979, Pope John Paul II became the first-ever
reigning pope to visit the National Shrine, and eleven years
later, he elevated it to the status of a minor basilica.

•  On April 16, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI visited the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on the
first full day of his apostolic journey to the United States. He

presided over solemn vespers and addressed the bishops of
the United States in the Crypt Church.

•  On Sept. 23 at the Basilica of the National Shrine, Pope
Francis will celebrate a Mass of Canonization for Blessed
Junípero Serra – the famous 18th century Spanish Franciscan
missionary to California. The Great Upper Church’s sacristy,
where Pope Francis will vest before the Mass, includes a
stained glass window of Junípero Serra, and he is also repre-
sented in a mosaic on the East Portico of the basilica, where
Pope Francis will celebrate the outdoor Canonization Mass.

•  Open 365 days a year, the Basilica of the National Shrine
receives an estimated one million visitors annually.

•  The basilica’s exterior includes its Great Dome, which
towers over the skyline of northeast Washington, D.C., along
with its 329-feet-tall Knights Tower, a gift of the Knights of
Columbus.

•  Adjoining the Basilica of the National Shrine is The
Catholic University of America, which holds its annual com-
mencement exercises on the eastern side of the basilica. The
Basilica of the National Shrine also hosts the opening school
year Mass for the CUA community. The congregation for
Blessed Serra’s Canonization Mass will be seated at the CUA
Mall next to the basilica.

•  For more information on the Basilica of the National
Shrine, go to www.nationalshrine.com .

BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION/PHOTO BY ROBERT ISACSON
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By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Painters have begun the de-
tailed task of putting the
intricate finishing touches

on the altar Pope Francis will use
when he celebrates the Sept. 23
canonization Mass of Blessed
Junípero Serra at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception.

Made of wood but crafted to
look like marble, the altar re-
quires a faux finish that artisans
must painstakingly apply by
hand. The altar was constructed
by Deacon Dave Cahoon, the car-
penter who also built the altar
Pope Benedict used at his 2008
Mass at Nationals Park. Deacon
Cahoon was assisted in building
the altar by his employee Carlos
Hernandez, and by Doug Fauth, a
carpenter in Frederick who also
constructed the chairs for the
Papal Mass.

“It’s  ̀an honor,” is how painter
David Donor described his feel-

ings of working on the papal altar.
He also called it “a lot of fun.”
Donor and his co-worker, Santi-
ago Sanchez, have been working
up to 12 hours a day to meticu-
lously apply the acrylic paint.

Donor, a Catholic from South-
ern Maryland, said that the fin-
ishing work began at the end of
August, and after about 60 hours
of work, only about one-quarter
of the altar was completed. 

He added that the painting is
taking place in the narthex of the
shrine so that he and Sanchez can
exactly match the veining of the
travertine marble in the shrine’s
columns. He said that matching
the marble takes five coats of
paint.

The altar is being crafted to
match the marble at the National
Shrine, because it will become a
permanent fixture there once the
canonization Mass is over. The
altar – which weighs about 1,000
pounds – was not made of marble
so that it would be easier to move.
The pope will celebrate the Mass

outside on the shrine’s east por-
tico, and the altar will be moved
inside after the Mass.

Ariadne Cerritelli, a 24-year-
old resident of Bethesda and a
member of St. Jane de Chantal
Parish, watched as Donor and
Sanchez plied their art. She and
Matthew Hoffman and Joseph
Taylor – all students of the The
Catholic University of America’s
School of Architecture and Plan-
ning – were the winners of the
competition to design the altar,
ambo and chair that Pope Francis
will use at the Mass.

“This is so much better than
my vision,” Cerritelli said as she
gave her seal of approval to
Donor’s and Sanchez’s work. “I’m
speechless at the faux paint – it
looks just like the real thing.”

Donor, who will attend the
papal Mass, said that as he
watches the Holy Father cele-
brate Mass at the altar he helped
create, “I will think this is just
amazing, unbelievable. I am really
honored.” 

Craftsmen putting finishing touches 
on altar for papal Mass at National Shrine

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Painter David Donor applies a faux marble finish to the altar that Pope Francis
will use when he celebrates the Sept. 23 canonization Mass of Blessed Junípero
Serra at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
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Welcomes Pope Francis to Washington                                            
    with prayers on behalf of 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Assumption (DC), Church of the Incarnation (DC), Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian (DC), Holy Family (Hillcrest, MD),          
Holy Redeemer (MD), Jesus the Divine Word (MD), Mount Calvary (MD), Nativity (DC), Our Lady of Fatima (MD),        
Our Lady of Mercy (MD), Our Lady of Perpetual Help (DC), Our Lady Queen of Peace (MD), Our Lady of the Wayside 
(MD), Sacred Heart (La Plata, MD), St. Anthony of Padua (DC), St. Augustine (DC), St. Benedict the Moor (DC),                 
St. Bernadette (MD), St. Bernadine of Siena (MD), St. Bernard of Clairvaux (MD), St. Columba (MD), St. Dominic (MD),   
St. Elizabeth (MD), St. Francis de Sales (MD), St. Francis Xavier (DC), St. Gabriel (DC), St. Hugh of Grenoble (MD),          
St. Jane Frances de Chantal (MD), St. John the Baptist (MD), St. John Baptist de la Salle (MD), St. Joseph (Largo, MD),     
St. Luke (DC), St. Margaret of Scotland (MD), St. Martin of Tours (DC), St. Mary (Bryantown, MD),                            
St. Mary (Landover Hills, MD), St. Mary of Piscataway (MD), St. Michael the Archangel (Silver Spring, MD),                      
St. Philip the Apostle (MD),  St. Raphael (MD), St. Thomas the Apostle (DC), St. Thomas More (DC), St. Teresa of Avila (DC) 

 
 

“Come Holy Spirit!  Help us to give ourselves entirely to Jesus through Mary.” 
www.SodalityUnionADW.org 

Fr. Michael Briese, Moderator,  
and affiliated parish Sodalities. 
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Preview of Pope Francis’s Canonization Mass for Blessed Junípero Serra
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard 

On Sept. 23 at the east portico of the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis will
celebrate a Canonization Mass for Blessed Junípero Serra,
the famous 18th century Spanish Franciscan missionary to
California. 

The Sights
A beautiful tapestry of Blessed Junípero Serra hanging

from the outer wall of the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception and an altar, ambo and other
furnishings designed by architectural students from The
Catholic University of America will help to create the
sanctuary of the papal Mass held on Sept. 23, said Father
Mark Knestout, a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington
who is serving as co-chairman of the papal visit liturgical
planning committee. 

The priest, who serves as pastor of St. Bartholomew
Parish in Bethesda, noted that at canonizations in Vatican
City, there is a long-standing tradition of hanging the
tapestry of the soon-to-be saint from St. Peter’s Basilica.
This tapestry, based on a stained glass window depiction of
Blessed Junipero Serra in the sacristy of the National Shrine,
features him at one of the missions he founded on the coast
of California, and the one he is buried at, San Carlos
Borroméo de Carmelo. 

At the liturgy, 265 bishops and 900 priests will be wearing
vestments of white, the traditional color for celebrating
solemnities of the Church, said Father Knestout. Those in
the sanctuary will be wearing vestments commissioned for
the papal Mass and designed by Cardinal Wuerl, based on

the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Washington. An
estimated 25,000 people are expected to attend the Mass,
and the congregation will be seated on Catholic University’s
mall adjoining the National Shrine. About 200 deacons will
serve as ministers of Communion; they hope to distribute
the Eucharist in about 15 minutes, he said. 

Before the Mass, vendors will be selling food as well as
religious items and papal souvenirs.

The Sounds
The faithful gathered at the Mass can expect to hear

music from the Papal Choir, the Intercultural Choir, the
Gospel Choir, The Catholic University of America Choir
and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception Choir. The Mass will be primarily in Spanish,
the language of both the Holy Father and Blessed Junípero
Serra. However parts of the canonization will be in Latin, as
it is the language of the Church, said Father Knestout. The
first reading from Isaiah will be read in the Californian
Native American language of Chochenyo, as a tribute to the
history of America, said Father Knestout. The prayers of the
faithful will be read in six different languages including
American Sign Language and Tagalog.  

The Canonization 
The canonization of Blessed Junípero Serra will take

place during the Mass after the entrance hymn and before
the first reading. The congregation will join the choirs in
singing “Veni Creator Spiritus (Come Holy Spirit)” followed
by a brief biography of Blessed Junípero Serra. After the
litany of the saints, the pope will decree Blessed Junípero
Serra a saint. In the absence of the cardinal who heads the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, Cardinal Wuerl will
fulfill that role in the ceremony.  Both the postulator and two
vice postulators, those who have been promoting the cause
of Blessed Junípero Serra’s sainthood, will be present. 

After he is declared a saint, the descendant of a Native
American who was converted to Catholicism by Blessed
Junípero Serra will process to the sanctuary carrying a
reliquarium, which was commissioned by the Franciscans—
the order of Blessed Junípero Serra. Pope Francis will end
the canonization ceremony with a prayer.  

CNS PHOTO BY PAUL HARING

Pope Francis elevates the Eucharist as he celebrates Mass
on the feast of Corpus Christi in Rome. At a Sept. 23 Mass
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, the pope will canonize Blessed Junípero Serra.
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Papal Mass Choir sings together for the first time
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

An opera singer, a Benedictine monk,
a college student and a health policy
adviser are just four members of the

90-voice choir that rehearsed for the first
time at St. Mark the Evangelist Church in
Hyattsville on Aug. 24. After hundreds of
people from music ministries at their parish
or religious community auditioned, these
men and women from around the Archdio-
cese of Washington were chosen to create
the beautiful harmonies that will elevate
the liturgy of Pope Francis’s Mass outside
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception on Sept. 23, when
he canonizes Blessed Junipero Serra, the
famous 18th century Spanish Franciscan
who established missions along the coast
of California.

“A bunch of people who’ve never met
each other have one purpose: [to] really put
their heart into the music,” said Jourdan
Richard, a sophomore at the University
of Maryland at College Park. “...What an
amazing way to serve God.”

As rehearsal began that evening, however,
there were few signs that the choir was
hindered by their inexperience singing as
a group.

“No one would ever believe you haven’t
sung together— it’s just beautiful,” said Tom
Stehle, the director of the Archdiocesan
Papal Mass Choir and the principal director
of music ministries for the entire Papal
Mass. On that Monday evening, Stehle –
a full-time music minister for more than
30 years who serves as the pastoral associate
for liturgy and the director of music min-
istries at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the
Apostle in Washington – stood in front of the
altar conducting the choir while reading the

prayers of the faithful. Accompanied by the
piano, the choir sang together for the first
time with soaring voices, “Lord, Hear Our
Prayer,” and then words repeated in Latin
and Spanish. 

The archdiocesan Papal Mass Choir is
just one of the five choirs that will be singing
at the Mass, held on the lawn of The
Catholic University of America, facing the
east portico of the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
where Pope Francis will preside at an altar
designed by CUA students. But this choir
has the specific role of leading the worship
of all the Mass-goers, from the hymns to
responses within the liturgy. “What I’m
thrilled about, and I know that there are
multiple choirs— we get to lead the
congregation in the liturgy, and I think that’s
really special,” said Roy Ramthun, the health
policy maker from St. John the Baptist
Parish in Silver Spring.  

Music from the choirs, the Catholic
University orchestra and the Washington
Symphonic Brass will begin before 3 p.m.
and continue until the start of the Mass at
4:15 p.m., said Stehle. As all the bishops
arrive, the entire assembly will be invited
to sing the hymn, “All Creatures of Our God
and King,” which quotes the text of
St. Francis of Assisi. As the pope arrives,
the bells of the shrine’s tower will ring out,
and the choir will be chanting in Latin:
“You are Peter and upon this rock I will
build my church.” Other songs either before
or during the Mass include two by Argentin-
ian composer Pablo Sosa, a setting of Aaron
Copland’s “Simple Gifts” and a Central

American piece composed around the time
of Blessed Junipero Serra. 

“[We tried] to get a bit of the diversity...
for the first papal visit by a pope who took
the name Francis,” Stehle said of the first
Latin American pope, who earlier served
as the archbishop of Buenos Aires. The
“particular focus of his pontificate has been
on mercy, and on the dispossessed and
disenfranchised. All of that is combined into
what is both uniquely an American and yet
universally Catholic response,” said Stehle.
The choirs include a gospel and intercul-
tural choir, as well as the chamber choir
from Catholic University and the Choir
of the Basilica. 

Musically speaking, many of the Papal
Mass Choir members have done it all.
“I’ve sung at the Kennedy Center, at St.
Matthew’s Cathedral, the National Cathe-
dral… I toured Germany with the Washing-
ton Bach Consort,” said Ramthun. “ [They]
have all been thrilling experiences, but this
is going to top them all… this is really an
opportunity to marry the music and your
faith, and to sing for the most recognized
leader in the Christian world,” he said. 

Before joining the schola at St. Anselm’s
Abbey in Washington, Benedictine Brother
Ignacio Gonzalez sang in a mariachi band
in Austin, Texas, and played the alto saxo-
phone and clarinet in the Marine Corps
Band, and was the director of music for the
Spanish Mass at St. James Parish in Falls
Church, Virginia, for 10 years. “It was really
a labor of love,” he said of dedicating all his
Sunday afternoons to the ministry. “I didn’t
want to get before God and He’d say, ‘Well,

I gave you this talent, what did you do with
it?’” 

Chorister Colleen Daly has performed
opera in Annapolis, Baltimore and
Syracuse, and has even sung in front of
Vice President Joe Biden, but on Sundays
she can be found in the choir at Immacu-
late Conception Parish in Washington.
When her husband, also a singer, found out
about the Papal Mass Choir auditions, they
jumped at the opportunity to be able to sing
together, said Daly. “We both think Pope
Francis is pretty awesome,” said Daly.
Additionally, “I have a 14-month-old
at home so this is date night built-in for
a month,” she said.

A week and half before the papal Mass,
all the choirs and orchestras will gather
together for a seven-hour dress rehearsal,
said Stehle, who also directed the music for
Pope Benedict XVI’s 2008 Mass at Nationals
Park. Though the endeavor takes a massive
amount of time and energy from hundreds
of people, he said, “I have not yet asked for
help from someone who has not been
thrilled to cooperate, even if [his or her]
participation will never be known by anyone
else. It’s a real tribute to the Church and I
think the love of this Pope.”

He hopes the music at the papal Mass
will help people be able to pray deeply, and
well. “To me, that would be success—if
everyone who was there felt that the music
touched their heart in a natural way so that
song inside them could come out,” he said.

As Brother Ignacio noted, “There’s
nothing to fear when we open our hearts to
God...especially in song.”

Colleen Daly, one of the choir members,
sings at the first Papal Mass Choir
rehearsal on Aug. 24 at St. Mark the
Evangelist Church in Hyattsville.

CS PHOTOS BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Members of the Papal Mass Choir rehearse for the first time on the evening of August 24 at St. Mark the Evangelist Church in Hyattsville.
After men and women involved in music ministry at their parish or religious community auditioned, 90 were selected.



By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

People seem to enjoy finding the short-
comings of candidates for sainthood like
Blessed Junípero Serra, but they should

ask themselves if they would have his 
generosity and courage to leave everything 
behind to care for the poor and bring them the
Gospel, Pope Francis said. 

Visiting the Pontifical North American 
College, the U.S. seminary in Rome, Pope 
Francis insisted Blessed Serra fits into a host of
saints who shaped the history and culture of
the Americas, particularly by spreading 
Christianity, caring for the poor and defending
the oppressed. 

The pope’s Mass May 2 with 250
seminarians from more than 100 U.S. dioceses,
as well as Australia and Canada, came at the
end of a symposium on Blessed Serra 
organized by the seminary, the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America, the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the Knights of
Columbus. 

Although the college is on the Janiculum
Hill overlooking the Vatican, Pope Francis’
was the first papal visit to the campus since

1980, when St. John Paul II went. 
Pope Francis is scheduled to canonize

Blessed Serra, the 18th-century Spanish 
missionary to California, during his September
trip to the United States. “This meeting at your
college and around the eucharistic table is a
beautiful and meaningful introduction to my
apostolic trip to the United States of America,”
he told the students, staff, bishops and 
cardinals at the Mass. 

Pope Francis noted how missionaries in the
16th century had preached the Gospel across
what is now the southern and southwestern
United States from Florida to California. “This
was long before the pilgrims of the Mayflower
reached the North Atlantic coast,” he noted. 

While critics have claimed Blessed Serra
was part of a system that destroyed native 
cultures and that he abused Native Americans
at his missions, Pope Francis said Blessed
Serra, like other Catholic missionaries in the
Americas, “defended the indigenous peoples
against abuses by the colonizers.” 

Referring to the Franciscan missionary as
“Fra Junípero,” Pope Francis said the Spaniard
was motivated by a desire to share the Gospel
with the indigenous peoples of the Americas. 

“He was filled with joy and the Holy Spirit

in spreading the word of the Lord,” the pope
said. “Such zeal excites us, it challenges us!” 

People study the lives and works of the mis-
sionaries, he said. They look at their strengths
and, unfortunately, especially “their weak-
nesses and their shortcomings.” 

“But I wonder if today we are able to 
respond with the same generosity and courage
to the call of God, who invites us to leave
everything in order to worship him, to follow
him, to rediscover him in the face of the poor,
to proclaim him to those who have not known
Christ and, therefore, have not experienced
the embrace of his mercy,” the pope said. 

The witness of Blessed Serra, he said, is a
call for all Catholics to get personally involved
in missionary activity across the Americas,
motivated by “the joy of the Gospel.” 

Referring to Blessed Serra as “one of the
founding fathers of the United States” – his
missions were settlements that grew into some
of the major cities of what is now the state of
California – Pope Francis said the Franciscan
is a reminder of the important role the Spanish
had and their descendants continue to have in
the U.S. Catholic community. 

Blessed Serra is part of a long line of holy
men and women who preached and lived the
Gospel of charity in the Americas, he said, 
listing two dozen male and female saints who

ministered everywhere from Canada to Chile.
He included the indigenous “humble workers
in the vineyard of the Lord, like Juan Diego
and Kateri Tekakwitha,” as well as “martyrs
like Roque Gonzalez (a Jesuit killed in Brazil in
1628), Miguel Pro (a Mexican Jesuit killed in
1927) and Oscar Arnulfo Romero,” the 
assassinated archbishop of San Salvador, who
is scheduled to be beatified May 23. 

“There has been holiness in America –
much holiness,” Pope Francis said. “May a
powerful gust of holiness sweep through all
the Americas during the coming extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy” 

Pope Francis, the first pope from the 
Americas, prayed that “the life of our 
American continent may be rooted ever more
deeply in the Gospel it has received; (and) that
Christ may be ever more present in the lives of
individuals, families, peoples and nations, for
the greater glory of God.” 

“We pray, too, that this glory may be 
manifested in the culture of life, brotherhood,
solidarity, peace and justice, with a preferential
and concrete love for the poor,” he said. 

As is customary, Pope Francis asked the
congregation at the college to pray for him and
he entrusted his Strip to Cuba and the U.S. to
the protection of  “Our Lady of Guadalupe, Fra
Junípero and all the American saints.” 
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Welcome, Holy Father! 
The people of

St. Rose of Lima Parish
warmly welcome you 

and pray that 
your visit will be fruitful!   

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

This mosaic of Blessed Junípero Serra is located on the east portico of the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Pope Francis will canonize the 18th cen-
tury missionary at a Sept. 23 Mass at the National Shrine at an altar near the mosaic.

Pope defends Blessed Serra, prays for missionary zeal in Americas

The parishes of the St. Mary’s County Deanery
of the Archdiocese of Washington 

welcome
His Holiness Pope Francis

on his apostolic visit to the United States
Holy Angels Our Lady’s Church St. George

Holy Face Sacred Heart St. John Francis Regis

Immaculate Conception St. Aloysius Gonzaga St. Joseph 

Immaculate Heart of Mary St. Cecilia St. Michael

Our Lady of the Wayside St. Francis Xavier St. Peter Claver

The birthplace of religious freedom St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth & Families welcomes Pope Francis.
Thank you for sharing our love and ministry for vulnerable mothers and children.
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Canonizing Blessed Serra 
Speakers say missionary’s example should spur today’s Catholics to share their faith with others
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Defining Blessed Junípero Serra as a
“working-class missionary,” Los 
Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez

said the 18th-century Franciscan deserves to
be made a saint and to have his record as a
defender of native peoples made known. 

Pope Francis’ announcement that he will
canonize Blessed Serra in September “has
opened old wounds and revived bitter 
memories about the treatment of Native
Americans during the colonial and 
missionary period of America's history,” the
archbishop said. 

Speaking at Rome's Pontifical North
American College, Archbishop Gomez said
the legacy of Blessed Serra, who founded
nine California missions, has been 

“distorted” by “anti-Spanish and 
anti-Catholic propaganda.” 

“Sometimes it seems like scholars and 
activists have made Father Serra a symbol
for everything they believe was wrong with
the mission era,” he said, and it prevents
people from appreciating “America's 
religious beginnings.” 

“It is clear that Pope Francis – the first
pope from the New World – understands
the Christian roots of the Americas and the
continent’s importance for the Church’s
mission in the 21st century,” the archbishop
said at the symposium organized by the U.S.
seminary in Rome, the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America, the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the Knights
of Columbus. 

Archbishop Gomez said Blessed Serra
“will be the first American saint to be 
canonized on American soil. And of course,
he is being canonized by the first Hispanic

pope,” the first pope to “speak the Spanish
language as his native tongue, and a pope
who himself is an immigrant’s son.” 

At a time when the people of United
States are “caught up in a divisive political
and cultural debate over immigration and
the future of its historic identity as a 
multicultural nation of immigrants,” he said,
the canonization is a “prophetic response to
the sign of the times." 

"I believe Father Serra would have us
working to build an America that promotes
the encounter of cultures and seeks to 
protect the sanctity and dignity of the
human person," the archbishop said. 

By canonizing Blessed Serra in 
Washington, Archbishop Gomez said, Pope
Francis will send a message, “a call for
America to return to its deep religious and
intercultural roots – as a nation born from
the universal mission of the Catholic
Church and the encounter of the Gospel
with the first nations, cultures and peoples
found in this land.” 

The canonization also should be an
encouragement for every Catholic to imitate
Father Serra in boldly, but respectfully share
their faith. “Father Serra believed – with all
his heart – that the Gospel was true. And out
of love, he was willing to give up everything
– family and home, security and fortune,
even his very life – to bring the truth of this
salvation to people living on the other side of
the world, people he did not know, people
who did not share his language or customs.” 

Despite what people may have read in the
newspapers recently, the archbishop said,
Blessed Serra’s own writings and documents
recounting his activities in California in the
late 1700s prove his efforts to defend the 
native peoples, particularly against the 
cruelty of the Spanish soldiers and 
governors. 

Carl A. Anderson, supreme knight of the
Knights of Columbus, also spoke at the
symposium. He said, “It’s very important
that we set the record straight about
Junípero Serra because he is a model of
Catholic missionary activity in North 
America.” 

As U.S. Catholics discuss their identity and
their future, he said, they need to 
understand their past, which includes “so
many great missionaries – religious men, 
religious women – who built so many of the
Catholic institutions of our country. 
Junipero Serra is really at the head of that list.” 

Anderson’s presentation at the 
symposium focused on Blessed Serra and
Our Lady of Guadalupe and included the
fact that the ship that brought Blessed Serra
to the New World was named Our Lady of
Guadalupe. 

Before Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego
in Mexico in 1531, he said, “the missionary
activity in the New World just did not get off
the ground. But with her apparition, things
changed dramatically because there on the

tilma is her image as a native person.” 
The apparition, he said, “brought a

respect for native people and native culture,”
and Blessed Serra’s missionary activity 
reflected that. He understood that 
“evangelization isn’t domination, it’s not
substitution of one culture for another 
culture, but it is recognizing the dignity and
value of every culture and calling it to the
Gospel.” 

It is important to set the record straight
about Blessed Serra and to imitate him, 
Anderson said. 

“Pope Francis understands this better
than almost anyone else because coming

from Latin America he understands this
great tradition, he understands how history
has treated it sometimes very unfairly and
he’s trying to preserve the record because
what is past is prologue in terms of our
identity,” he said. 

“Our Lady of Guadalupe comes to unify,
she comes to promote respect for minorities,
she comes to build a new world, bringing
people together, not dominating anyone,” he
said. “The Holy Father understands that if
we are going to evangelize in a time of 
globalization we must have an inculturated
evangelization that respects diversity, 
different people, different cultures.” 

 - Arrives in San 
Diego, erects first 
mission in string that 
would stretch north to 
Sonoma.

 - Establishes San 
Carlos Borromeo in 
Carmel, headquarters 
for Franciscan efforts in 
California. Credited with 
baptizing at least 530 
Indians there.

 - Goes to Mexico City, 
successfully appeals to 
Spanish viceroy for more 
autonomy in mission affairs.

 - Secures 
permission to 
administer sacrament 
of confirmation to 
mission Indians. 
Confirms 1,716 at five 
southern missions.

 - Establishes San 
Buenaventura north of 
Los Angeles, last mis-
sion founded under his 
leadership.

 - Dies Aug. 28 at 
age 70 at San Carlos.

                                

                              

                   

                  

S
ou

rc
e:

 N
ew

 C
at

ho
lic

 E
nc

yc
lo

pe
di

a 
an

d 
“J

un
ip

er
o 

S
er

ra
: C

al
ifo

rn
ia

’s
 F

ou
nd

in
g 

Fa
th

er
,” 

by
 S

te
ve

n 
W

. H
ac

ke
l. 

C
at

ho
lic

 N
ew

s 
S

er
vi

ce
 ©

 2
0

1515

Early Years 
Born Miquel José Nov. 24, 1713, on 
Mallorca Island. Becomes Franciscan 
novice at age 16.

Priest and Scholar
Takes the name Junípero, finishes 
studies, is ordained priest. Becomes 
philosophy chair, Lullian University, 
Palma, at age 33.

CNS PHOTO

Blessed Junipero Serra  in an undated
painting. His canonization is Sept. 23.
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CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY PHOTO

A photo from the Knights Tower of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception offers an overhead view of the campus of The Catholic University of America,
where the congregation for Pope Francis’s Sept. 24 Mass will be seated.

The Catholic University
of America

Congregation for Pope Francis’s Sept. 24 Mass
will be seated at CUA’s University Mall

• The Catholic University of America is the na-
tional university of the Catholic Church in the
United States. On Sept. 24, Pope Francis will cel-
ebrate the Canonization Mass for Blessed
Junípero Serra on the east portico of the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception. The congregation for the open-air Mass
will be seated at CUA’s University Mall adjoining
the basilica.

• On May 24, 1888, the cornerstone for Caldwell
Hall was laid with President Grover Cleveland as
well as members of Congress and the U.S. Cabi-
net in attendance. On March 7, 1889, Pope Leo
XIII formally established Catholic University with
his apostolic letter Magni Nobis Gaudii.

• Bishop John J. Keane of Richmond, Va., was ap-
pointed rector of the fledgling institution, and
when theUniversity first opened for classes in
November 1889, the curriculum consisted of lec-
tures in mental and moral philosophy, English lit-
erature, Sacred Scripture, and the various
branches of theology.

• Under the bylaws of the University’s Board of
Trustees, the archbishop of Washington (cur-
rently Cardinal Donald Wuerl) is ex officio the
chancellor of the University. He serves as a liai-
son between the University and the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, as well as
between the University and the Holy See.

• The private and coeducational campus has ap-
proximately 3,600 undergraduate and 3,100
graduate students from all 50 states and 86
countries enrolled in 12 schools of architecture
and planning, arts and sciences, business and

economics, canon law, engineering, law, music,
nursing, philosophy, professional studies,social
service, and theology and religious studies.

• It is the only American university with ecclesi-
astical faculties granting canonical degrees in
canon law, philosophy, and theology.

• Eighty percent of undergraduates and 57% of
graduate students are Catholic. 

• The University motto is Deus Lux Mea Est —
God is My Light.

• Catholic University is one of only three universi-
ties in the United States to have hosted the pope
on its campus and it is the only one to have done
so twice — Pope John Paul II in 1979 and Pope
Benedict XVI in 2008. In both cases, the pontiff
used the occasion of his visit to address educa-
tional leaders gathered from across the United
States.

• Since its founding, the University has been led
by 15 presidents (earlier known as rectors). The
current president, John Garvey, has been at the
helm of the university since July 1, 2010.

• To mark its 125th anniversary in 2012, Catholic
University challenged its students to contribute
125,000 hours of volunteer service during the an-
niversary school year, and by years’s end they
had volunteered more than 350,000 hours.

The Catholic University of America is located at
620 Michigan Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C.
For more information on CUA, go to
www.cua.edu.

800.937.7837

www.yes-svdp.org

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church and School

Welcomes

Pope FrancisPope Francis
TO WASHINGTON , DC

“We need to see each child as a gift to be
welcomed, cherished and protected…”

7500 Pearl Street 
Bethesda, MD 20814

www.bethesdalourdes.org 

PAPA 
FRANCISCO!

Bishop Joseph R. Kopacz 
and the Diocese of Jackson 

extend a warm welcome 
from Mississippi – the 

hospitality state.

May your presence in our 
country bring abundant joy 
to our people and inspire in 
us a renewed energy for life 

in Christ!

BIENVENIDO 



By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

The bags of the light blue “Walk with Francis” wrist-
bands positioned at the each entrance of the church
served as just one visible reminder of something the

campus knew very well: the pope is coming to The Catholic
University of America. At the university’s annual Votive
Mass of the Holy Spirit, held at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on Sept. 3, CUA’s 
president John Garvey encouraged all the students to wear a
light blue wristband, after making the Walk with Francis
Pledge to pray, serve or act on behalf of those in need. A
minute later from across the sanctuary, Cardinal Wuerl
raised his arm to reveal he had been wearing his own Walk
with Francis wristband. “I hope when Pope Francis comes,”
the cardinal said, “he’ll see thousands of those bands when
we wave to him.” 

The Mass of the Holy Spirit was a chance for the 
community to pray together at the start of the school year,
but also an opportunity for the students to learn about how
to welcome the Holy Father to their school. 

On Sept. 23, Pope Francis will celebrate a Mass of Canon-
ization for Blessed Junípero Serra – the famous missionary
of California – on the basilica’s east portico, and the 
congregation for the open air Mass will be seated on the 
university’s adjoining mall. 

As they walked into the Mass of the Holy Spirit, students
were offered pledge cards. During the homily Cardinal
Wuerl encouraged them to listen to the message of Pope
Francis: that all baptized men and women are called to be
missionary disciples. Especially in this upcoming Year of
Mercy, he said, “We’re challenged to take the mercy of God
and share it with others.” 

As Christians, he continued, “We’re not bystanders to the
events going on, [but instead we must] begin to manifest the
kingdom of God. One simple way to begin is to do the Walk
with Francis Pledge, a simple commitment to pray: for the
pope, for peace, for our neighbors. And to serve and act, not
simply ignoring when we see things that aren’t right,” he
said. The university is hosting many specials opportunities
for prayer before the papal visit, as well as a “Serve with
Francis Day” on Sept. 13. 

As they left the basilica, groups of student were selling
commemorative T-shirts for the papal visit to benefit their

International Mission Trip Program; others students took
pictures with the several Pope Francis cutouts set up on the
basilica steps. Workman immediately began to put up
banners on lampposts welcoming Pope Francis, and for a
moment even President Garvey hopped onto the 
cherry-picker to help. 

For many of the incoming freshman, this visit made 
attending Catholic University even more attractive. “I was
super excited,” said Catholic University freshman Leanne
Robinson when she learned about the papal visit. “Who else

gets to see the pope?” 
Freshman Jair Peltier also said he’s looking 

forward to the visit, and he has pledged to pray for the 
pope every day. 

“He’s impacted my faith life by showing me how to be
truly humble, and that one of the best ways to be Catholic is
to extend your hand to those who are less fortunate or those
who are outcasts in society. To be truly Catholic [is to be]
truly universal,” he said. “It will be a really blessing to see a
papal Mass and the real vicar of Christ on Earth.” 
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Catholic University of America president John Garvey rides
a cherry-picker to get a close look at a banner welcoming
Pope Francis to the campus. The banners hang near where
the Holy Father will celebrate a Sept. 23 Mass canonizing
Blessed Junípero Serra.

CS PHOTO BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

Cardinal Donald Wuerl distributes Communion during a Sept. 3 Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception to mark the opening of The Catholic Univeristy of America’s academic year.

CUA begins to welcome Pope Francis at annual Mass of the Holy Spirit

CUA’s Frank Persico preparing for his third papal visit 
By Zoey Di Mauro
Catholic Standard

After graduating from The Catholic University of Amer-
ica in the spring of 1974, Frank Persico decided to stay.

Hoping to be close to his girlfriend, who soon became his
wife, Persico began to work at the university in the housing
office, then for the student life office, then for the provost.
Today he serves as vice president for university relations and
chief of staff in the Office of the President where he will help
prepare for the pope’s Sept. 23 visit. Luckily, it isn’t his first
time witnessing a papal visit. 

When St. (then Pope) John Paul II visited the campus in
1979, Persico served as a volunteer usher for the Holy 
Father’s address to Catholic educators. “The pope came to
what was then our gym…[which] was transformed into this
beautiful spot for the Holy Father to come,” he said. Persico,
then dressed in a “green suit and gold sash,” seated the 
presidents of the colleges and universities as they came in.
“The coolest thing was I got stand in the aisle where the
pope came by.  Security was certainly not as tight as it is
these days, and I was able to put my hand out and brush
against the pope that day. That was one of my claims to

fame,” he said.
By the time Pope Benedict XVI

visited Catholic University in 2008,
Persico had much more involvement
in the papal visit. In coordination
with the Secret Service and the Basil-
ica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, he helped
organize a large group of students to
be on the lawn of the campus to greet Pope Benedict as he
visited the basilica one day, and then Catholic University the
next. “That was one of the highlights of my career at the 
university—to have the students there to greet the Holy
Father the way they did,” he said. 

But the 2008 papal visit just a dress rehearsal for this visit,
he said, wherein he and others are charged with keeping a
safe and enjoyable environment for the more than 25,000
people who will be gathered for the Mass. The planning, he
said, “consumes your life for months and months, but when
it’s all said and done, I had a hand in bringing these people
closer to Jesus and the Holy Father. When those people are
smiling and singing and happy, I can walk away and say, 
‘We did our job the way were were supposed to.’”
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The Cathedral of 
Saint Matthew the Apostle

•  In a city of monuments,
the Cathedral of Saint
Matthew the Apostle located
in downtown Washington,
D.C., at 1725 Rhode Island
Ave., N.W., is a landmark of
faith in the nation’s capital.
Its copper-plated dome,
rising about 200 feet high,
is a familiar part of the
Washington skyline.

•  The Cathedral of Saint
Matthew the Apostle is
named for the patron saint of
civil servants – Saint
Matthew the tax collector
who became one of Jesus’s
apostles – and those who
worship there include work-
ers from all three branches of
the federal government, and
city officials and employees.
Every day, Catholics from all
walks of life, from across the
United States and from
around the world, come to
pray there.

•  The parish was estab-
lished in Washington, D.C., in
1840, and the present church
structure was designed by
the noted architect Christo-
pher Grant La Farge, with its
cornerstone blessed in 1893
and the first Mass celebrated
there in 1895. Saint Matthew
was named the cathedral
church for the newly formed
Archdiocese of Washington
in 1939.

•  As the cathedral church,
it is the mother church for
Catholics in the Archdiocese
of Washington and the seat
of the archbishop, Cardinal
Donald Wuerl, who cele-
brates major Masses there.
With its liturgies, educa-
tional programs and out-
reach to the poor, the
Cathedral of Saint Matthew
the Apostle plays a major
role in Catholic life in the
nation’s capital. This year,
the cathedral is celebrating
its 175th anniversary with
a variety of programs.

•  Over the years, the
Cathedral of Saint Matthew

the Apostle has been a
witness to history. In 1945,
after Germany and later
Japan surrendered to mark
the end of World War II,
grateful crowds gathered at
the cathedral to offer
prayers of thanksgiving. On
Nov. 25, 1963, the Funeral
Mass for President John F.
Kennedy, the nation’s first
Catholic president, was held
at the Cathedral of Saint
Matthew, three days after
the president was assassi-
nated. Crowds of people
gathered in sorrow to pray
at the cathedral after the
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks on the United States.

•  During his first pastoral
visit to the United States,
Pope John Paul II celebrated
Mass on Oct. 6, 1979 at the
Cathedral of Saint Matthew.
On Sept. 24, Pope Francis
will join the nation’s bishops

for midday prayer at the
cathedral.

• Each year, the Cathe-
dral of Saint Matthew hosts
the Red Mass on the Sunday
before the first Monday in
October when the Supreme
Court of the United States
begins its regular term. At
the Red Mass, prayers are
invoked to seek the Holy
Spirit’s guidance and bless-
ings on those who work in
administering the law. The
Mass is typically attended
by justices of the Supreme
Court, along with members
of the president’s cabinet,
members of Congress, the
diplomatic corps, local
leaders, and sometimes the
president or vice president.

• For more information on
the Cathedral of Saint
Matthew the Apostle, go to
stmatthewscathedral.org .

In its 175th year, cathedral to host Pope Francis
at Sept. 23 midday prayer with nation’s bishops

CS FILE PHOTO BY MICHAEL HOYT

The Capuchin 
Franciscan Friars and 
the Parishioners 
of the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart
would like to welcome 
his Holiness 

Pope Francis as 
"One Heart, one Faith, 
one Church, one Family" 
in Washington, DC.  
May God continue to bless you!

The Parishes of the Southeast Deanery 

Share in the Joy of the Gospel as 

We welcome our Holy Father

Pope Francis

Assumption Church 

The Church of the Incarnation 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

St. Francis Xavier 

St. Luke Parish 

St. Teresa of Avila Parish 

St. Thomas More Parish



Go, do not be afraid, and serve. If you follow these three ideas, you will 
experience that the one who evangelizes is evangelized, the one who 
transmits the joy of faith receives joy.

Pope Francis, Closing Mass, World Youth Day 2013

Helping at DC Central Kitchen through  
Yuma Study Center leadership program  
(Washington, D.C.)

7th graders providing meals for the 
homeless through A-SPAN  
(Arlington, VA)

Serving at  
Ronald McDonald House™ 

 (Falls Church, VA) Fall Open House
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2015

2:00-4:00 P.M.
*Presentation by Head of School at 2:45 P.M.

OAKCREST SCHOOL WELCOMES POPE FRANCIS!

Humanities Lecture
Featuring Meghan Cox Gurdon
The Family that Reads Together: 

Healing the Culture, One Story at a Time

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015 
7:00-9:00 P.M.

Oakcrest.org | Grades 6-12 | 703-790-5450 | Moving Fall 2016 to 1619 Crowell Road, Vienna, VA
An independent school for girls grades 6-12 guided by the teachings of the Catholic Church

WWEELLCCOOMMEE PPOOPPEE FFRRAANNCCIISS 

SERVING THE TEMPORAL NEEDS OF THE CHURCH SINCE 1889 

CATHOLIC MUTUAL GROUP 
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In the photo at left,
President Bill Clinton
and Pope John Paul
II meet Jan. 26, 1999,
at Lambert-St. Louis
International 
Airport. 

In the photo at right
from October, 2001,
President George
H.W. Bush greets
Pope John Paul II at
the Vatican. 

At right, President Ronald 
Reagan meets with Pope 
John Paul II at the Vatican
in June, 1987. 

In this photo from 2008, Pope Benedict and President George Bush wave to well-wishers
as the president hosted the pope at the White House on the pontiff’s visit to the U.S.

Pope John Paul II addresses a press conference with President
Jimmy Carter in the Rose Garden of the White House Oct. 6, 1979.
He was the first pope to be received at the White House.

President John F. Kennedy shakes hands with Pope Paul VI at the
Vatican in 1963. The White House called Kennedy’s meeting with
Paul VI an “unofficial” visit, although the two spoke about many
pressing issues. 

Above, President Gerald Ford meets with Pope
Paul VI at the Vatican in this 1975 file photo. 
Also meeting the pope is first lady Betty Ford.  In
the photo at left, President Richard M. Nixon
meets at the Vatican with Pope Paul VI in 1970. 

ABOVE CS FILE PHOTO BY RAFAEL CRISOSTOMO; ALL OTHER PHOTOS CNS FILE PHOTOS

Popes and presidents
Pope Francis’s meeting with President Obama
continues tradition of presidents meeting popes

At left, in this photo from
2014, President Barack
Obama shakes hands with
Pope Francis during a 
private audience at the 
Vatican on  March 27 of
that year. On Sept. 23, the
White House will host a
welcoming ceremony for
Pope Francis followed by a
private meeting between
the pope and President
Obama.
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House chaplain reflects on upcoming visit to Congress by fellow Jesuit – Pope Francis
By Mary Schneidau Sullivan
Special to the Standard 

When Pope Francis arrives on
Capitol Hill on Sept. 24, he will
likely greet a brother he has

never met.
A brother Jesuit, that is.
The Holy Father will make history as the

first pope to address a joint meeting of
Congress. He was invited by House Speaker
John Boehner (R-Ohio), who also appointed
Jesuit Father Patrick Conroy to his post as
House chaplain in 2011.

“When the pope comes they’re going to
have to invite me to leave the room,” Father
Conroy joked.

The Jesuit priest does not know details of
the papal visit, but said he is often called on to
greet heads of state or religious leaders who
visit the Capitol. Such a role is in keeping
with the two-fold mission of his chaplaincy:
To lead or arrange for prayer on days the
House is in session and at other ceremonial
events, and to be a spiritual resource to
members.

The pope’s congressional visit will be a
signature event for him and for all who work
on Capitol Hill.

“In a time of global upheaval, the Holy
Father’s message of compassion and human
dignity has moved people of all faiths and

backgrounds,” Speaker Boehner said in
a statement released in February. “His
teachings, prayers, and very example bring us
back to the blessings of simple things and our
obligations to one another.”

Pope Francis is the fourth pontiff to visit
the United States. The last papal visit was
by Pope Benedict XVI in 2008, when he
celebrated Mass for nearly 50,000 faithful
at Nationals Park.

Father Conroy said he expects the pope’s
address to Congress to touch on a broad
range of issues.

“I imagine he’ll talk about value of human
life from conception to natural death,” he
said. “You can guarantee he’s going to talk
about the importance of asking how our
economies and budgets affect the poor. He’s
going to say something that’s uncomfortable
for everybody.”

But Pope Francis will do it all with his
warm and inviting style, Father Conroy said.

“I expect him to be rather pastoral,”
he said. “He won’t come across as a stern
schoolmarm, but a loveable and loving pastor.
Most people will be charmed by his
presence.”

Father Conroy’s chaplaincy is in many
ways defined by his presence on Capitol Hill.
The Jesuit understanding of “cura person-
alis” – care for the whole person – inspires his
ministry. In particular, he said he tries to offer

a sense of normalcy and grounding for the
many members of Congress who do not move
their families to Washington, D.C. The goal
for elected officials is to show that they have
not become Beltway insiders, but Father
Conroy said it can often have the opposite
effect of leaving them alienated.

“They’re in that work environment which
is highly stressful and highly contentious
and they don’t have the comfort of home,”
Father Conroy said. “My presence in that
environment is as one of the only people they
might conceivably talk to who’s not in the
business of Washington.”

Father Conroy is the 60th chaplain of the
House, and just the second Catholic priest to
serve in that role. A native of Washington
state, he was teaching high school theology in
Oregon when his provincial asked him to
apply, after hearing from the speaker’s office
that he was interested in having a Jesuit
serve.

The priest was no stranger to Washington,
D.C. – he had twice been a chaplain at
Georgetown University – or to the law. He
discovered his priestly vocation after being
“inspired” by Jesuits during his first year of
law school at Gonzaga University. He left that
summer to begin formation, but the order
eventually sent him back to law school.
Father Conroy practiced for a short time as a
criminal defense lawyer for Native American
tribes and also as an immigration attorney for
Salvadoran refugees.

(This article originally appeared in the
John Carroll Citizen, the newsletter of the John
Carroll Society of the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton. Sullivan serves as the newsletter’s editor.)

PHOTO COURTESY OF 

THE HOUSE CHAPLAIN’S OFFICE

Jesuit Father Pat Conroy has served since
2011 as the chaplain to the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Pope Francis, We Welcome You With Open Arms
From The Upper Montgomery County East Deanery

Dean: Rev. Msgr. Robert G. Amey, V.F.
Pastor, St. Mary’s Church, Rockville

Church of the Resurrection , Burtonsville
Pastor, Rev. Jeffrey Defayette

Our Lady of China, Pastoral Mission
Pastor, Rev. John Ming Ruan

Our Lady of Grace, Silver Spring
Pastor, Rev. Msgr. Donald Essex

Shrine of St. Jude, Rockville
Pastor, Rev. Paul Lee

St. Andrew Kim, Olney
Pastor, Rev. Jong Kim

St. Andrew the Apostle, Silver Spring
Pastor, Rev. Daniel Leary

St. Catherine Labouré, Wheaton
Pastor, Rev. Michael Salah

St. Francis of Assisi, Derwood
Pastor, Rev. John Dillon

St. Patrick’s Church, Rockville
Pastor, Rev. William Foley

St. Peter’s Church, Olney
Pastor, Rev. Thomas Kalita

AD MULTOS ANNOS!



By Mark Zimmermann
Catholic Standard

Two years ago, the Initiative on Catholic
Social Thought and Public Life at
Georgetown University launched with

a panel discussion on “The Francis Factor.”
The panel of journalists and lay Catholic 
leaders analyzed the worldwide popularity of
Pope Francis in his first months of leading the
Church, and what impact he could have on
U.S. Catholics.

On the eve of Pope Francis’s first visit to the
United States later this month, the initiative’s
director, John Carr, was interviewed about
“the Francis factor.”

Carr said those first panelists, and succeed-
ing speakers, came to a consensus on what it is
about Pope Francis that has captivated people
of all faiths around the world.

“He walks and talks and acts like Jesus,”
Carr said. “He is a walking, talking parable of
God’s love. In a time of great fear, he talks
about hope. In a time of great challenge, he
talks about joy, and we need more of both.”

Beginning on Sept. 22 when the pope’s
plane lands at Joint Base Andrews, the 
“Francis factor” will come to Washington, as
the pope will meet with President Obama at

the White House on Sept. 23 and address a
joint meeting of Congress on Sept. 24. Also
during his visit to Washington, Pope Francis
will meet with clients of Catholic Charities,
and he will celebrate a canonization Mass for
Blessed Junípero Serra – the famous 18th 
century Spanish Franciscan missionary of 
California – at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

“This is the ultimate Washington outsider,”
said Carr. “He’s coming to a city that thinks it’s
the center of the world, and it’s not. He would
rather be in the slums of Buenos Aires than in
the corridors of power. He looks at the world
from the bottom up and from the outside in,
and that’s not the way Washington looks at the
world.”

Carr cautions people not to put Pope 
Francis or his message in political or 
ideological boxes, or “we’ll miss what he is,
and what we can learn from him.”

The initiative’s director said it is significant
that on Sept. 24, Pope Francis will go from 
addressing leaders on Capitol Hill, to greeting
the homeless served by Catholic Charities.
“He’s teaching us about what’s really impor-
tant,” said Carr, who is also the Washington
correspondent for America magazine. Carr
earlier served for more than 20 years as the 

director of the Department of Justice, Peace
and Human Development at the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

An important lesson from the pope’s 
encounter with Washington’s poor will be that
“power comes from service,” Carr said. “I hope
he points politicians toward listening carefully
to the pain of their people and not just polls or
focus groups… He says we ought to put the
poor and vulnerable first. Those are not the
priorities of official Washington. He gives us a
moral framework which offers a different way
of looking at politics, the economy, the 
environment and the Church.”

Carr added, “That bottom up perspective –
care for the weak and vulnerable – will be a
profound challenge to business as usual in
Washington. At a time when politicians are 
dehumanizing immigrants and ignoring the
humanity of the unborn, Pope Francis brings
an entirely different vision of respect for
human life and dignity which crosses the 
ideological and political divide in Washington.”

Members of Congress reacted with a rare
spirit of unanimity in their bipartisan support
for Pope Francis’s address, Carr noted. “The
only thing Democrats and Republicans agree
on is they need advice from this pope,” he said,
and then added jokingly, “Be careful what you
wish for!”

“I think he’ll make all of them proud and 
affirmed on some points, and deeply 
challenged as well,” Carr said, adding that
politicians aren’t the only ones who occasion-
ally might feel uneasy because of the pope’s

words. “I love Pope Francis, and he makes me
profoundly uncomfortable. When he talks
about ‘couch potato Catholics’ and ‘good
enough Catholics,’ he’s talking about me!”

During his visit to the United States, Pope
Francis will garner many headlines for his visit
to the White House and his address to 
Congress and the United Nations, but each
stop will include papal encounters with the
poor and forgotten – with the homeless helped
by Catholic Charities in Washington, with
children at an East Harlem school during his
New York visit, and with inmates at a 
Philadelphia correctional facility.

“He says we have to encounter the poor
personally, and he accepts no excuses,” Carr
said. “In some ways, Pope Francis’s most 
powerful message will not be what he says, but
what he does.”

In reaching out to the poor and sick at his
papal audiences, and in talking about going out
to the margins to bring Christ’s love to the for-
gotten and alienated, “what he’s saying is God’s
love and mercy is available to all of us. Don’t
judge each other. Help each other,” Carr said.

The Catholic initiative’s director said that
while many might think Pope Francis is some-
how trendy, he is actually underscoring tradi-
tional Catholic teaching, about the joy of the
Gospel, God’s mercy, and the importance of
caring for “the least of these.”

“The environmental encyclical didn’t begin
with Earth Day. It began with Genesis,” Carr
said.

Pope Francis’s visit will not only give
Catholics in the United States an opportunity
to see the pope, but it will give him the chance
to see the nation’s Catholics, Carr added.

“I hope he’ll see the vitality, the diversity
and the fidelity of the Church in the United
States, with all our challenges and achieve-
ments,” Carr said. “We will see him, and he
will meet us. Both of us will fall in love, we
with him, and him with us.”

(The Initiative on Catholic Social Thought
and Public Life at Georgetown University will
sponsor a Sept. 28 talk on “The ‘Francis Factor’
Revisited: Assessing Pope Francis’s visit to the
U.S.” For information, go online to 
catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu .)
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“Organ donation
is a testimony 
of love for our
neighbor.” 
His Holiness 
Pope Francis
Register Today at 
BeADonor.org

‘The Francis factor’ comes to Washington, as pope will visit Congress and homeless
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Celebrating
400th Anniversary

in 2017

“To Serve Rather Than Be Served”
In Humility, Simplicity & Charity

Ladies of Charity
Archdiocese of Washington

Welcome Pope Francis
to the

Nation’s Capital



By George Weigel

At an inch or so over
five feet and weigh-
ing, I would guess,

something on the underside
of 100 pounds, Sister 
Winnie, a soft spoken 
Filipina, is not your typical
dinner speaker. Yet a few
weeks ago she held a room
full of Washingtonians 
spellbound with her story –
which is also the story of a
largely unknown American
of whom the Church in the
United States should be very
proud. 

Sister Winnie was born,
and lived the first years of her
life, in a shanty built on an
enormous trash dump 
(politely known as a “land-
fill”) outside Manila. The 
locals called it “Smoky 
Mountain” because of the
fires that spontaneously com-
busted from some two 
million metric tons of trash.
Winnie was rescued from
Smoky Mountain by the Sis-
ters of Mary and, with the
permission of her family, was
raised in the sisters’ Girl-
stown, where she became a
skilled accountant. She then
took a job with a major 
German industrial firm, send-
ing much of her salary back to
her family to help her parents
and siblings. But corporate
accounting paled after awhile,
and Winnie decided to put
her professional skills at the
service of the sisters who had
given her a new life. 

You can guess the rest:
while working for the Sisters
of Mary, Winnie discerned a
vocation to religious life,
joined the congregation that
had done so much for her,
and now works in one of the
sisters’ missions in Mexico,
doing for other waifs and
abandoned children what the
sisters had done for her: 
giving them a life.

I had never heard of the
Sisters of Mary, or the
Boystowns and Girlstowns in
South Korea, the Philippines,
and Latin America where

they now serve some 20,000
desperately impoverished
children, or their parallel
men’s order, the Brothers of
Christ, which serves both
children and people with 
disabilities, until earlier this
year. Then, happily, my
friends Tom and Glory 
Sullivan, Catholic 
philanthropists who’ve 
generously supported this
work for years, began to tell
me about the founder of the
Sisters and the Brothers,
Msgr. Aloysius Schwartz,
whose heroic virtues were
formally recognized by Pope
Francis this past Jan. 22 –
thus making him Venerable
Aloysius Schwartz.

“Father Al,” as he was
universally known, was born
during the Great Depression
in Washington, D.C., and
grew up in Holy Name parish,
near the Capitol and Union
Station. As a boy living in
tough economic times, he
decided early on that he
wanted to be a missionary
priest among the poor.
Ordained in Washington in
1957, he was incardinated into
the Diocese of Pusan, South
Korea, where he soon 
discovered a tremendous
human problem: children liv-
ing in the direst poverty, often
without parents, because of
the devastation caused by the
Korean War. 

And he decided to do
something about it.

Fifty years later, the
Girsltown and Boystown
homes for indigent children
that he founded have served
some one hundred thousand
youngsters: not only by feed-
ing, clothing, and housing
them and providing medical
care, but by offering these
youngsters an education that
gives them the financial pos-
sibility of gainful employ-
ment, and the Christian and
human formation that
teaches them to give back to
their parents and siblings. Sis-
ter Winnie is a spiritual
daughter of Father Al; she is
also a wonderful example of

what Aloysius Schwartz 
understood to be the fruits of
a missionary vocation to the
poorest of the poor – she is a
fellow-disciple who, having
received great gifts, gives
them to others. 

Watching him working the
soda counter at a People’s
Drug Store, few would have
imagined that the youngster
they knew as Al Schwartz
would die in 1992 at age 61,
after years of patiently bear-
ing the cross of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, Lou Gehrig’s
Disease. Perhaps even fewer
would have imagined that
young Al Schwartz was a 
nascent saint of the Church.
Venerable Father Al’s life and
accomplishments are a re-
minder that God really is
profligate with gifts of grace,
and that saints-in-the-making
are all around us as compan-
ions on the way. 
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(George Weigel is distinguished 
senior fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.)

The amazing, and now Venerable, Father Al
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Venerable Aloysius Schwartz, who founded the Sisters of Mary and the Brothers of Christ, is shown in an undated photo
with children at one of his outreach programs in South Korea. The missionary priest founded educational and vocational
programs for poor children
in South Korea, the Philip-
pines and Mexico before he
died in 1992 of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis. On Jan. 22,
Pope Francis signed a de-
cree recognizing that Msgr.
Schwartz lived a life of
“heroic virtue” and declaring
him “venerable,” making him
the first native Washington-
ian to achieve that title. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Roman Catholic Church 
“Building a faith family 
for families of Christ.”

Joyfully welcomes 

Pope Francis 
to Washington 

as we promise to walk with you.
Thank you for strengthening 

us in the Faith.



SEPTEMBER 10, 201562  CATHOLIC STANDARD

PAPAL VISIT

Pope’s visits to Cuba to highlight charity
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

In word and deed, Pope Francis
will take his vision of a Catholic’s
approach to family life, parish life,

charity, economics, immigration and
good governance to Cuba and the
United States during a Sept. 19-27 visit. 

Visiting both Cuba and the United
States on the same trip not only ac-
knowledges his role in encouraging
detente between them, but will give
Pope Francis an opportunity to
demonstrate that while different polit-
ical and cultural challenges face
Catholics in both countries, the Gospel
and its values are the same. 

The standard of living in the United
States may be exponentially higher
than in Cuba, but in Pope Francis’ vi-
sion that only increases the responsi-
bility of U.S. Catholics to reach out and
to share. 

The pope will spend three days in
Cuba visiting three different cities, in-
cluding the popular Shrine of Our
Lady of Charity of El Cobre. 

He will hold the usual meetings
with President Raul Castro, young
people, families and religious as well as

celebrate Mass and vespers all three
days. But he also will bless the cities of
Holguin and Santiago de Cuba – bless-
ing Holguin from a panoramic hilltop
and pilgrimage site called Cross Hill. 

It will be his third visit to the Amer-
icas after Brazil in 2013 and Ecuador,
Bolivia and Paraguay in July, and his
10th trip abroad since his election in
2013. 
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A Cuban woman takes part in a pilgrimage in Havana in honor of Our Lady of
Charity of El Cobre, Cuba's patroness. On Sept. 22, Pope Francis will celebrate
Mass in the Minor Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre. 

Here is the schedule for 
Pope Francis’s trip to Cuba 
Saturday, Sept. 19 (Rome, Havana) 
Arrival ceremony at Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport. 
Sunday, Sept. 20 (Havana) 
Mass in Havana’s Revolution Square. Recitation of the Angelus. 
Vist with Cuba’s President Raul Castro in Havana’s Palace of the
Revolution. 
Celebration of vespers with priests, religious and seminarians in
Havana’s cathedral.
Greeting to young people at the Father Felix Varela cultural 
center in Havana.
Monday, Sept. 21 
(Havana, Holguin, Santiago de Cuba, El Cobre) 
Depart Havan and arrival at Holguin’s Frank Pais International
Airport. 
Mass in Holguin’s Revolution Square. 
Blessing of the city of Holguin from Cross Hill (Loma de la Cruz). 
Departure by air for Santiago de Cuba. 
Arrival at Santiago de Cuba’s Antonio Maceo International 
Airport. 
Meeting with bishops at the seminary of St. Basil the Great in 
El Cobre. 
Prayer to Our Lady of Charity with bishops and the papal 
entourage in the Minor Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of
Charity of El Cobre. 
Tuesday, Sept. 22 
(El Cobre, Santiago de Cuba, Washington) 
Mass in the Minor Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of Charity
of El Cobre. Homily by pope. 
Meeting with families in the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Assumption in Santiago de Cuba. Speech by pope. Blessing of
the city from the outside of the cathedral. 
Farewell ceremony at Santiago de Cuba’s International Airport. 
Departure for Washington. 

The Catholic Schools of St. Mary's County 

welcome 
Pope Francis

http://www.saint-michaels-school.org/ http://www.sjshollywood.org/

http://www.littleflowercatholic.org/ http://fatherandrewwhite.org/
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Pope’s schedule 
for New York and Philadelphia
Thursday, Sept. 24 (Washington, New York) 
Depart Washington for New York. 
Celebration of vespers with priests, men and women religious
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
Friday, Sept. 25 (New York) 
Speech at the headquarters of the United Nations. 
Interreligious meeting at the ground zero 9/11 Memorial. 
Visit to Our Lady Queen of Angels Catholic Elementary School
in East Harlem and meeting with children and immigrant 
families. 
Mass at Madison Square Garden. Homily by pope. 
Saturday, Sept. 26 (New York, Philadelphia) 
Departure New York for Philadelphia. 
Mass with Pennsylvania’s bishops, priests, men and women
religious at Philadelphia’s Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and
Paul. 
Meeting for religious liberty with the Hispanic community and
immigrants at Philadelphia’s Independence Mall. 
Festival of Families and prayer vigil at Philadelphia’s Benjamin
Franklin Parkway 
Sunday, Sept. 27 (Philadelphia)
Meeting with bishops taking part in the World Meeting of
Families at the St. Charles Borromeo Seminary. 
Visit with prisoners at the Curran-Fromhold Correctional 
Facility. 
Closing Mass of the VIII World Meeting of Families at the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Farewell ceremony and departure for Rome. 

Papal trip began as World Meeting of Families, grew to be three-city tour 
Catholic News Service

Last November, the Vatican offi-
cially confirmed Pope Francis
would attend the Vatican-

sponsored World Meeting of Families
in Philadelphia. The pope’s itinerary
eventually expanded to include first a
stop in Cuba, followed by Washing-
ton, New York City and finally
Philadelphia.

The 30 hours or so Pope Francis
will spend in New York in September
will be relatively brief, but busy. 

He will celebrate vespers with
priests and men and women religious
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral and deliver
the homily, visit the headquarters of
the United Nations to greet officials
and give a speech, participate in an
interreligious meeting at the ground
zero 9/11 Memorial and give a speech
there. The rest of his itinerary in-
cludes a visit to Our Lady Queen of
Angels Catholic Elementary School
in East Harlem and a meeting with
children and immigrant families.
That evening he will celebrate Mass.
Early on Sept. 26 he will depart for
Philadelphia. 

The first stop for Pope Francis

when he visits Philadelphia will be
the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter
and Paul to celebrate a special Mass
for the people of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia. He will also visit with
prison inmates of Curran-Fromhold
Correctional Facility in northeast
Philadelphia. 

Another stop on the pope’s visit to
the city includes an afternoon ad-
dress Sept. 26 at Independence Hall,
birthplace of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the U.S. Constitution. 

The Mass at the cathedral, the
prison visit and the address at Inde-
pendence Hall join other papal
events already announced for
Philadelphia, including his atten-
dance at an evening Festival of Fami-
lies cultural celebration Sept. 26 and
the public Mass he will celebrate on
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway the
afternoon of Sept. 27. 

The World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia, being held Sept. 22-25
in advance of the pope’s visit, is ex-
pected to draw some 15,000 partici-
pants from 150 countries. Pope
Francis has called the congress “the
central reason” for his visit to the
United States.

CNS PHOTO BY SARAH WEBB

The lectern that President Abraham Lin-
coln used to deliver the Gettysburg Ad-
dress almost 152 years ago. Pope Francis
will use same lectern when he speaks at
Independence Hall Sept. 26 during his
two-day visit to Philadelphia this fall.

the COMMUNITY of  
Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School  

and Corporate Work Study Program  
WELCOMES YOU, HOLY FATHER,  
and SHARES IN YOUR MISSION  

of LOVE IN ACTION, so close to St. John Bosco’s heart!

The Clergy, Religious 
and Parishioners 

of The Church of the 
Little Flower 

wish  His  Holiness 
a warm welcome 

to the Washington, D.C. area

The Church of the Little Flower 

5607 Massachusetts Avenue 

Bethesda, MD 20816

lfparish.org
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By Julian Ortiz
Special to the Standard

The time of year has
come again for 
college students of

all ages to leave summer
jobs and family vacations
to take up school again. 

For my brother 
seminarians from the
Archdiocese of 
Washington and me, it is
no different. We pack up
our clothes, purchase
books, and depending on
how far along we are in
our formation to the
priesthood, we continue in
either philosophical or
theological studies. 

As we take up these
important classes at our
respective seminaries, we
meet new seminarians, get
a crash course on the rules
and regulations of semi-
nary life, and prepare for a
new school year.

I will be entering my
fourth and last year of
philosophical studies at 
St. John Paul II Seminary,

but this year will be a bit
different. This year I will
be taking with me all of
the experiences and 
lessons learned from my
first pastoral assignment,
which was at St. Martin 
of Tours Parish in
Gaithersburg. 

In this diverse and busy
parish, I was blessed to be
involved with various 
activities that are all
important parts of parish
life. My duties included
working in the parish 
office, visiting sick 
parishioners in the 
hospital and in their
homes, attending parish
council meetings,
fundraising with the youth
group, and serving the
Mass; all things that 
contribute to the 
spreading of the Gospel
and the conversion of the
world. 

These experiences of
parish life and service
bring a refocusing of the
purpose of seminary,
namely to learn how to

serve the Church and to
discern and prepare for
the priesthood. 

Saint John Paul II 
Seminary will once again
be filled to capacity, with
49 young men from seven
different dioceses from

around the nation. Our 
regional seminary has
grown exponentially from
when it began five years
ago, and it is truly beauti-
ful to see how the Holy
Spirit has been calling so
many young men to see if

is their calling to follow
Jesus as his priest, I am
anxious to meet the new
seminarians as we con-
tinue to grow in our 
relationship with the Lord.

This upcoming school
year is shaping up to be

another year of growth
and joy in the path to 
holiness!

(Julian Ortiz is a 
seminarian for the 
Archdiocese of Washington
studying at the St. John
Paul II Seminary.)
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Cardinal Wuerl shares a laugh with seminarians at the St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington, before celebrating an 
Aug. 26 Mass there for the opening of the school year. The seminary, which is sponsored by the Archdiocese of 
Washington, has 49 seminarians for the 2015-16 year, including 27 seminarians from the Archdiocese of Washington and
22 seminarians from other dioceses.

A new school year begins at St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington

We’re on Twitter (@CathStandard) and Facebook (facebook.com/catholicstandard) 

Louis Charles D’Addio, 1915-2014
ADVOCATE for civil rights, 
the unborn, and Palestinian Christians.

The Life Story and 
Memories of Louis 
Charles D’Addio

Available at www.amazon.com/books

By Paul Coppola

Crystal Cleaning Services LLC
www.crystalcleaningservices.co

Is a family-owned business that provides professional 
residential cleaning services in Montgomery County.

We focus highly on customer satisfaction 
where our cleaning services are 

budget-sensitive and customized.

Contact information:  240-543-3448
cmoya@crystalcleaningservices.co



By Maureen Boyle
Special to the Standard

Since his election as pope in 2013,
Pope Francis’s writings, homilies
and addresses have often joyfully

and powerfully emphasized the Church’s
profound and timeless truths on marriage
and the family. 

The Holy Father’s final stop on this U.S.
papal visit will be Philadelphia where he
will address the World Meeting of Fami-
lies, a large gathering of the world’s
Catholic families held every three years
and begun in 1994 by Saint Pope John
Paul II. The Vatican’s Pontifical Council
for the Family sponsors the event and for
the first time the meeting is being hosted
in the United States. The 2015 theme is:
“Love Is Our Mission: The Family Fully
Alive.”

Archdiocesan family life experts pre-
dict that the pontiff will bring to the
United States a reaffirmation of the
Church’s doctrines and teachings and
proclaim to the world the importance of
marriage as sacrament and family as the
fundamental building block of society.

“(His message) especially in these
modern times is that marriage is meant to
be a witness of God’s love for humanity and
that married couples can imitate the faithful
love of God,” said Susan Timoney,  the Arch-
diocese of Washington’s Secretary for Pastoral
Ministry and Social Concerns. 

Father Rick Kramer, director of the arch-
diocesan Office for Family Life, said from Pope
Francis’s inaugural address to his recent en-

cyclical, Laudato Si’, and many of his writings
and talks in between, the Holy Father has re-
peatedly stressed the importance of the family
in God’s plan for creation.

“I think first and foremost of the stable
union of man and woman in marriage. This
union is born of their love, as a sign and pres-
ence of God’s own love, and of the acknowl-
edgement and acceptance of the goodness of

sexual differentiation, whereby spouses can
become one flesh (Genesis 2:24) and are en-
abled to give birth to new life, a manifestation
of the Creator’s goodness, wisdom and loving
plan,” writes Pope Francis in his 2013 encycli-
cal letter, Lumen Fidei, The Light of Faith.

“He sees humanity as part of God’s creation.
In caring for creation, we have to care for the
family,” Father Kramer said. “He doesn’t sepa-
rate the two. The family is to be protected as
well.”

Pope Francis, he said, is like his recent papal
predecessors – a strong teacher of the faith
who imparts the Church’s message in a unique
manner. “The Church is always responding
the world’s needs urgently,” he said. “What we
see with Pope Francis is that even though
there is urgency, we are (responding to those
needs) out of joy and with joy.”

During his visit, Pope Francis will empha-
size Church’s teaching on marriage as sacra-
ment in which couples married in the Church
experience the great gift of grace, said Timo-
ney. “It’s not about flowers and parties, but
about grace,” she said.

“A healthy family life requires frequent use
of three phrases: ‘May I? Thank you, and I’m
sorry and never, never end the day without
making peace,” Pope Francis said in a 2014
meeting with engaged couples.

Timoney said the Holy Father’s knack for
addressing everyday problems in married and
family life is a tremendous gift to the Church.
“He has a beautiful ability to be able to be so
concrete. How many marriages can benefit
from that,” she said.

Recognizing that sacramental marriages
may encounter difficulties, Father Kramer said
the Church is able to offer healing and peace to
those couples, too. “There can be new hope
and new strength and joy in the Church’s mes-
sage,” for separated and divorced Catholics as
well, he said. 

Pope Francis also strongly emphasizes the

conviction that children are the gift and
priority of family life, said Timoney. In that
principal setting, the pope often states that
is where the faith is passed on and is the
foundation for all of humanity.

In these tumultuous times when the
Supreme Court has redefined marriage,
the Church’s teaching on the true meaning
of marriage as an indissoluble union be-
tween one man and one woman who are
open to life is often reaffirmed by Pope
Francis. Both Father Kramer and Timoney
said the pontiff will bring the same mes-
sage to the World Meeting of Families.

“We don’t define love or marriage as a
feeling but rather as a sacrament of serv-
ice. It is a sacrament for the other. While
pleasurable and fruitful, it comes from
God and reflects God’s love,” Timoney
said. “The way we understand marriage is
very different than the world. (The
Church’s) way is rooted in God.”

Father Kramer said, “Because there has
been a forgetfulness of what the truth of
marriage and family is and the joyful heart
and abundant life of that truth” the pope’s
words during his historic U.S. visit will
renew the Church’s message.

“Promising love for ever is possible
when we perceive a plan bigger than our

own ideas and undertakings, a plan which 
sustains us and enables us to surrender our 
future entirely to the one we love,” writes Pope
Francis in Lumen Fidei. “Faith also helps us
grasp in all its depth and richness the begetting
of children, as a sign of the love of the Creator
who entrusts us with the mystery of a new
person.”

In the pope’s writings, he stresses that every
human being’s existence is touched by a
family, said Father Kramer, which is why Pope
Francis “truly sees the family as the central
image of God in the world.”

He added that the Holy Father’s South
American background – with its emphasis on
strong family bonds, traditions, celebrations
and devotions – is also seen as a major
influence on his writings. 

“The family which experiences the joy of
faith communicates it naturally. That family is
the salt of the earth and the light of the world;
it is the leaven of society,” Pope Francis said on
Oct. 28, 2013.

During his U.S. visit, through his presence
and by his words, “(Pope Francis) will truly
give us what Peter always gives us – our role in
carrying out the ministry of the Church with
leadership, clarity and joy,” said Father
Kramer.

More than ever, the Church and the world
need Catholic families “to be a visible sign of
the Gospel in our parishes, neighborhoods and
communities,” said Timoney. In  the wake of
the pope’s visit, parishes and the Church must
continue to help nourish and strengthen
family life, she said.

The Holy Father’s trip to the United States
for the World Meeting of Families will
ultimately recharge and strengthen Catholic
families, Father Kramer said. In turn, they will
be bold witnesses to building a culture of
strong family life. “By being Catholic families,
you can save the world,” the priest said. 
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Pope Francis has emphasized importance of marriage and family
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Pope Francis greets a baby during a general audience at the Vatican.

“Peace is made each day in the family: Please,
thank you, sorry! (...) Please, thank you and
sorry. Let us say these words in our families! To
forgive one another each day!" 

Address to families, Oct. 28, 2013

“The family is the foundation of co-existence
and a remedy against social fragmentation.
Children have a right to grow up in a family
with a father and a mother capable of creating
a suitable environment for the child’s 
development and emotional maturity.” 

Speech at Humanum Conference, Rome, Nov. 17, 2014

"The life of a family is filled with beautiful 
moments... But if love is missing, joy is missing,
nothing is fun. Jesus gives always gives us that
love: he is its endless source." 

Address to families, Oct. 28, 2013

“Every threat to the family is a threat to society
itself... Protect your families! See in them your 
country’s greatest treasure and nourish them
always by prayer and the grace of the
sacraments.” 

Address to families, Manilla, Philippines, January 16th, 2015

“The union of man and woman in marriage (is)
a unique, natural, fundamental and beautiful
good for persons, communities, and whole so-
cieties.” 

Speech at Humanum Conference, Rome, Nov. 17, 2014

“The complementarity of man and woman… is

the root of marriage and family.” 
Speech at Humanum Conference, Rome, Nov. 17, 2014

“Grandparents are like the wisdom of the
family, they are the wisdom of a people. And a
people that does not listen to grandparents is
one that dies! Listen to your grandparents. Like
the Holy Family, every family is part of the his-
tory of a people; it cannot exist without the
generations who have gone before it.                                       

Address to families, Oct. 28, 2013

“I think of Blessed Paul VI. At a time when the
issue of population growth was being raised, he
had the courage to defend openness to life in
families. 

Address to families, Manilla, Philippines, Jan. 16, 2015

“Not only would I say that the family is impor-
tant for the evangelization of the new world.
The family is important, and it is necessary for
the survival of humanity. Without the family,
the cultural survival of the human race would
be at risk. The family...is the foundation.” 

Radio interview, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 27, 2013

“Today, there are those who say that marriage
is out of fashion... I am asking you to rebel
against this culture that sees everything as
temporary and that ultimately believes you are
incapable of responsibility..” 

Address to World Youth Day volunteers,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 28, 2013

Pope Francis on marriage and family
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TV, radio stations to offer coverage of Pope Francis’s visit
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Journalists from around the
world have requested media
credentials to cover Pope

Francis’s Sept. 22-26 visit to the
United States. The national
media will cover the pope’s
public events in Washington,
New York and Philadelphia.

In Washington, the local
NBC, ABC, CBS, FOX and
PBS affiliates have all
announced that will 
broadcast live the pope’s 
Sept. 24 address to a joint
meeting of Congress and many
of his other public events. 

Several priests of the 
Archdiocese of Washington will
serve as on-air commentators for local
television stations during the papal visit,
including:

• Msgr. J. Wilfrid (Bill) Parent, pastor of
St. Peter Parish in Waldorf, on NBC Channel 4.

• Father William Byrne, pastor of Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish in Potomac, on FOX Channel 5.

• Father Lee Fangmeyer, pastor of Mother Seton Parish 
in Germantown, on ABC Channel 7 and on NewsChannel 8.

• Father Avelino Gonzalez, pastor of St. Gabriel Parish in

Washington, on CBS Channel 9.
The Eternal Word Television Network has
announced that it will cover all of the 

pope’s events in his three-city visit to the
United States. EWTN announced

that its Washington coverage will
include the pope’s Sept. 22 arrival at

Joint Base Andrews, the Sept. 23
official welcoming ceremony at
the White House and the 
Canonization Mass of 
Blessed Junipero Serra at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception,
and the Sept. 24 address 
to the joint meeting of 

Congress and the pope’s 
departure for New York from 

Joint Base Andrews.
Sirius XM Radio’s Catholic 

Channel 129 will also broadcast live all
of the pope’s public events in the three

cities. The channel also announced that in
addition to the live events, it will offer around-

the-clock coverage each day that includes news, re-
caps and analysis.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops will 
provide live streaming coverage of all of Pope Francis’s
events in the United States. To access the streaming coverage,
visit www.usccb.org/about/leadership/holy-see/francis/
papal-visit-2015/papal-visit-2015-live-stream.cfm .

WASHINGTON, DC
September 2015

POPE FRANCIS

SH
ARE the JOY, WALK with FRANCIS

Schedule for pope’s
Washington visit
Here is the planned schedule of Pope Francis’s

public events in Washington. Check local
television and radio listings for their scheduled live
coverage of these events.

Tuesday, Sept. 22
4 p.m.: Pope Francis arrives at Joint Base 

Andrews.

Wednesday, Sept. 23 
9:15 a.m.: White House welcoming ceremony

followed by private meeting with President
Obama.

11:30 a.m.: Midday Prayer with U.S. bishops at
St. Matthew’s Cathedral. 

4:15 p.m.: Mass at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception to canonize
Blessed Junipero Serra.

Thursday, Sept. 24, 2015 
9:20 a.m.: Speech to a joint meeting of Congress.
11:15 a.m.: Visit to St. Patrick Church in Wash-

ington and meeting with guests served by Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington.

4 p.m.: Departure for New York from Joint Base
Andrews. 

Roman Catholic Mass
on the Waterfront

St. Clements Island Museum
Colton Point, Maryland

BLESSING OF THE FLEET
October 4, 2015 1:30 p.m.

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL CELEBRATION

Admission $8.00
Free Boat Ride to St. Clements Island

Free Admission to St. Clements Island Museum

Contact Richard Lord
301-769-3125

richardlord@gmail.com
www.blessingofthefleetmd.com

Adults: $27

Children (6-12): $8

Children (5 & Under): Free

Carry Outs Available: $25

Advance Tickets:  $25

Directions: From the Beltway take

Rt. 5 South to Morganza, turn

right on Rt. 242 (Colton Point Rd.)

continue approx. 11 miles—Holy

Angels Church Hall is on the right.  

Local Attraction: Be sure to visit

St. Clement’s Island Museum and

Mother of Light Shrine located on

the waterfront just 2 miles south

of Holy Angels Church.

Holy Angels Church
21340 Colton Point Road | Avenue, Maryland 20609-2422

Rectory Phone:  (301) 769-3332 | Fax:  (301) 769-2541

FALL SEAFOOD DINNER
Sunday, September 13th, 2015 11:30am until 4:00pm

Raffle

1st Prize  

$1,000

2nd Prize 

$500

$10.00 each

For More Information Call:  301-769-3332

Buffet Style Menu Includes:Fried Oysters,
Steamed Spiced

Shrimp, Crab Balls,
Fried Chicken, 

Parsley Potatoes,
Green Beans, Cole Slaw,  Pickled Beets, Dinner Rolls, Beverages & more!

Dessert  & Craft Tables!
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With papal visit souvenirs, shrine pilgrims get Pope Francis keepsakes 
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

Since the announcement that Pope Francis would
make a Sept. 22-24 visit to Washington, the gift shop
and the bookstore at the Basilica of the National

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception has done a brisk
business in papal souvenirs, and expect business to pick
up even more as the visit draws nearer.

“We have been very busy every single day, and we will
see more people as the date gets closer,” said Amy Mal-
oney, director of retail for the National Shrine. “People
just want to be here and kind of bask in what will be.”

While most days are busy, Maloney said, “Sunday is
the busiest.” She recommended shoppers avoid the
crowds by visiting during week days or “early on Satur-
day, when it is quiet and you can very easily take a tour,
get something to eat, do some shopping and attend
Mass.”

Pope Francis will celebrate a Sept. 23 Mass at the Na-
tional Shrine’s east portico during which he will canonize
Blessed Junípero Serra.

Visitors to the National Shrine’s gift shop will find a variety of
Pope Francis and Blessed – soon to be Saint – Junípero Serra
related merchandise including T-shirts, mugs, prayer cards,
rosaries, statues, medals, key rings, magnets, rosary rings, com-
memorative coins, portraits and other items. 

The shrine, Maloney said, is offering “pretty straight forward
merchandise – no dolls, no bobbleheads.  We really want to ele-
vate this.” Most items sold there are available in both English
and Spanish. The most popular items, Maloney said, are T-
shirts and mugs. 

“One lady told me, as she was buying a T-shirt with the
pope’s picture on it, that wearing will make her feel close to
Pope Francis,” Maloney said.

Also available in English and Spanish is a holy card with a
prayer to the Immaculate Conception that was composed by
the Holy Father. Maloney said the National Shrine sells about
the same amount of English-language items as it does Spanish-
language items.

Maloney said that as the papal visit draws nearer, things will
become even more hectic.

“People want to be a part of this historic event,” she
said. She said that the shrine has received on-line or-
ders for papal merchandise from as far away as Texas,
Oregon, Florida and even Singapore. “Business is very
good, very strong,” she said.

Interest in papal souvenirs and merchandise, she
added, has come from “a total mix of customers – we
have families, we have older people, just about every-
body.”  The shrine also has a line of items for children
including necklaces, bracelets and a model of the
Popemobile. 

She said that the retail staff “started preparing in
March” for items related to the September visit be-
cause “a lot of the merchandise is coming from Italy,
and we had to translate from English to Spanish.”

In the bookstore, volumes by and about the pope
are very popular. “Everything about Pope Francis is
by and away our best sellers,” Maloney said. “We have
a strong, loyal group of people who still want to buy
books.”

However, she added, “biographies on Blessed
Junípero Serra are also good sellers.” The bookstore,

she added, also sells a CD, titled Te Deum, by the shrine’s music
director, Peter Latona. The CD, Maloney said, “includes music
that will be used at the pope’s Masses here in Washington and
Philadelphia.”

On the day of the papal Mass the shrine bookstore will have
three outdoor venues offering papal and canonization mer-
chandise and souvenirs. The shops and the outdoor venures
will be open prior to and immediately following the Liturgy.
Maloney said 150 staff members and volunteers will be on hand
to man the sales booths.

BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE  IMMACULATE 
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COSMETIC &COSMETIC &
RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYRESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

Joseph J. Kantakevich, D.D.S.
(St. Elizabeth’s Parishioner)

Charles A. Doring, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Clementina Perez-West, D.D.S.

(St. Raphael’s Parishioner) (Fluent in Spanish)

Insurance & Major Credit cards Accepted

visit us at www.kdwdentistry.com

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

11400 Rockville Pike, Suite 509
Rockville, MD 20852
(Across from White Flint Mall)

301-881-7646

exceptional dentistry

*SPECIAL INTERESTS IN

IMPLANTS, COSMETIC

DENTISTRY, CROWNS, BRIDGES,

AND CHILDREN

We’re on Twitter (@CathStandard) and Facebook (facebook.com/catholicstandard) 



By Maureen Boyle
Special to the Standard

When Pope Francis,
the first pontiff
from the Society

of Jesus, visits the 
Archdiocese of Washington
in less than two weeks, he
will set foot on soil nour-
ished by more than 375
years of distinguished Jesuit
tradition and history.

In 1634, Jesuit Father 
Andrew White and other
Jesuit priests from England
arrived with Maryland’s
first settlers on the Ark and
the Dove ships and 
celebrated the first Mass in
the English-speaking
colonies on the shores of 
St. Clement’s Island. More
than 100 years later, Jesuit
John Carroll, a native 
Marylander, became the
first Catholic bishop of the
United States. The early
Jesuit missionary priests
were among the pioneer
Catholics of the 13 original
colonies, ministering on
horseback and establishing
parishes throughout the
archdiocese. Archbishop
Carroll went on to found
Georgetown University in
1789.

Present-day Jesuits serve
as pastors, school 
administrators, teachers,
professors, chaplains and

spiritual directors
throughout the Archdiocese
of Washington.  The Society
of Jesus staffs St. Ignatius
Parish in Chapel Point and
Holy Trinity Parish in the
Georgetown neighborhood
of Washington. The order
sponsors Washington Jesuit
Academy, Gonzaga College
High School and 
Georgetown University, all
in Washington, D.C.; and
Georgetown Preparatory
School in North Bethesda,
as well as Loyola Retreat
House in Faulkner, in
Charles County in Southern
Maryland.

“Our presence in the
Archdiocese of Washington
is very close to what our
presence is in Buenos Aires
– as missionaries in the new
world,” said Jesuit Father
Tom Clifford, pastor of 
St. Ignatius Church, Chapel
Point, referring to his
order’s long history in the
United States and in 
Argentina, the birthplace of
Pope Francis. 

Pope Francis, the former
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 
entered the novitiate of the
Society of Jesus in 1958 and
two years later took his first
vows. He taught in Jesuit
high schools in Argentina
and was ordained a priest in
1969.

Father Clifford said his
parishioners are looking 
forward with great 
anticipation to the pope’s
visit to the archdiocese.
“There is a real sense of
connectedness to him
among our families because
of the Jesuit tradition here
that goes back more than
300 years,” he said. 

St. Ignatius Parish, which
celebrates its 375th
anniversary in 2016, is one
of the oldest Catholic
parishes in continuous 
service in the United States.
The current church building
was constructed in 1798 and
blessed by Archbishop John
Carroll.

“They feel very close to
Pope Francis and speak of
him as one of their own,”
said Jesuit Father Mark
Horak, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Parish in 
Washington since 2008. 

Holy Trinity Parish was
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ESSAY CONTEST
2015 PONTIFICAL JOHN PAUL II INSTITUTE

All college juniors and seniors in

the 2015-16 academic year are invited

to write an original essay, drawing on

Fides et ratio (especially n. 108),

commenting on the significance

of Mary for philosophy.

1ST PLACE: $2,000
2ND PLACE: $750

Entry Deadline: October 1, 2015

For official rules and detailed essay topic, visit
www.johnpaulii.edu

PONTIFICAL JOHN PAUL II INSTITUTE
for studies on marriage & family

at the catholic university of america

Jesuits excited one of their own – Pope Francis – is coming to Washington
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BY JACLYN LIPPELMANN

A statue of Archbishop
John Carroll – the nation’s
first Catholic bishop who
founded Georgetown 
University, the nation’s first
Catholic college, in 
1789 – stands near 
Healy Hall on campus..

Continued on page 69
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Manor Country Club

Rockville, MD

Mercy Health Clinic 

Proceeds benefit Mercy Health Clinic and
the Carl Nordberg Pharmacy Program

Honorary Golf Chairman
Jason M. Apolenis, CFP®

Principal

www.mercyhealthclinic.org/golf



Founded in 1951, the John Carroll Society of the Archdiocese of
Washington is an organization of Catholic professionals united 
in seeking to enrich their faith and in service to the Archbishop
of Washington.  For more information about the Society's 
programs, which focus on spirituality, fellowship, and service,
please visit johncarrollsociety.org.

The John Carroll Society 
of the Archdiocese of Washington

welcomes 
His Holiness 
Pope Francis 
on his historic trip 
to the United States.

We are blessed to have you with us.  
May you continue to 

be a witness to the unity and hope
of all the world's people, 

as we strive to walk with you 
in faith and service. 

Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi  
Chaplain

Thomas M. Loughney, M.D.
President

Our Parish welcomes POPE FRANCIS 
as we join with him in spreading the Good News, and reaching 

out to the least among us a Christ would have us do. 
We pray the lord will continue to guide him 

as he leads the Catholic Church 
in this troubled world, with the Light 

of Christ shining before him. 

Holy Name Catholic Church
920 11th Street NE

Washington, DC 20002
202.397.2525
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established in 1787 by Arch-
bishop Carroll and is the
oldest Catholic church in

Georgetown.
The Jesuit’s Iganatian

spirituality, said both priests,
is seen throughout Pope

Francis’s pontificate in his
writings and talks.
“Whether you are a 
scholastic, the pope or a
novice, it is something that
binds us and is stronger than
blood,” said Father Horak. 

Father Clifford said he
admires Pope Francis for his
ability, in the Jesuit 
tradition, to encourage the
faithful to always seek ways
“to grow in understanding
and knowledge of Christ in
our present day and age.”

Both priests said they
hope to concelebrate the
Mass with Pope Francis at
the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception on the campus
of The Catholic University
of America on Wednesday,
Sept. 23. 

To prepare for his visit,
the priests said their parish-
ioners are praying for him
and studying his writings,
especially his recent 
encyclical, Laudato Si’.
“They really want to honor
him by taking what he has
said to heart,” said Father
Horak. 

Jesuit Father Andrew White was an
English Jesuit missionary who sailed on the
Ark and the Dove across the Atlantic Ocean
with Maryland’s early Catholic settlers,
landing on the shores of St. Clement’s 
Island on March 25, 1634, when he cele-
brated the first Catholic Mass in the Eng-
lish-speaking colonies. He is sometimes
referred to as the “Apostle of Maryland.”

Georgetown University was founded
in 1789 by Bishop John Carroll. It was origi-
nally called Georgetown College and is the
nation’s first and oldest Catholic Jesuit in-
stitution of higher learning.  

St. Ignatius Parish, Chapel Point was
founded by the Jesuits in 1641 and contin-
ues to be staffed by the order.  In the 18th
and 19th centuries, priests ministered from
there on horseback to all of Charles County,
as well as parts of Prince George’s and
Calvert Counties in Maryland. The church
is also home to what is believed to be a relic
of the True Cross brought to the new world
by Father Andrew White and used by him
to heal an Indian boy. Today, there are 450
parish families.

Holy Trinity Parish, Washington, D.C.,
is located just a few blocks away from
Georgetown University and was established
in 1787 by Archbishop John Carroll. It is the
oldest Catholic church in the Georgetown
neighborhood of the District of Columbia
and continues to be staffed by the Jesuits.

Gonzaga College High School,
Washington, D.C., is an all-boys Jesuit
high school founded in 1821 and named in
honor of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, a 16th 
century Italian Jesuit saint.

Washington Jesuit Academy, 
Washington, D.C., is a middle school for
boys in grades 5 though 8 from 
low-income communities. The school was
founded by the Jesuit communities of
Washington, D.C. in 2001 and provides a
tuition-free education through its
sponsors. In 2014, WJA graduated its 
10th class.

Georgetown Preparatory School in
North Bethesda, is a Jesuit high school
for boys founded by Bishop John Carroll
in 1789.

Loyola Retreat House, Faulkner, is a
retreat house founded in 1958 by the 
Society of Jesus that sits on a bluff 
overlooking the Potomac River in Charles
County, Maryland.

Ignatian Volunteer Corps, which was
established in 1995 by two Jesuit priests, is
a lay organization with a strong Ignatian 
spirituality and tradition that provides 
volunteer opportunities for people to
serve area’s needy at dozens of sites such
as Catholic Charities and the Father
McKenna Center.

Jesuits’ historic presence in this archdiocese

Continued from 68
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After celebrating a Sept. 1 Mass of the Holy Spirit at
Georgetown University, Cardinal Donald Wuerl blesses
Anastasia Schied (left) and Elizabeth Moroni (right), 
second-year medical school students who also work at the
Hoya Clinic, a student-managed free medical clinic.

Kennedy Center concert will honor visit of Pope Francis
By Richard Szczepanowski
Catholic Standard

In honor of Pope Francis’s historic visit to
Washington, the John F. Kennedy Center

for the Performing Arts will offer a free
concert on Sept. 23 at 8 p.m. in the center’s
Concert Hall.

Mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves – who per-
formed for Pope Benedict XVI when the pon-
tiff visited Washington in 2008 – and the
National Symphony Orchestra are among
those scheduled to perform. Also on the line-

up are child prodigy pianist 10-year old José
André Montaño, the National Youth Orchestra
of Uruguay, soprano Ariana Wehr, and others.

The program will include works by Mozart,
Holst, Franck, Britten and others. During the
concert, a message from Pope Francis, who
will not be in attendance, will be read.

Tickets for the concert, which is being of-
fered in cooperation with the Archdiocese of
Washington and supported by Georgetown
University, will be distributed up to two per
person in line on Sept. 23 at the entrance to the
Hall of Nations, beginning at 6 p.m.



Chapel of Our Lady of Hungary dedicated at National Shrine
By Mark Zimmermann
Catholic Standard

Acknowledging Mary as the “mother of all nations, but
especially of us,” Cardinal Péter Erdö of Esztergom-
Budapest joined Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl

in blessing and dedicating the new Chapel of Our Lady of
Hungary at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception on Aug. 29.

In his homily at the Mass that preceded the chapel’s
dedication, Cardinal Erdö prayed that Our Lady as the
patroness of Hungary, joined by the Hungarian saints,
would intercede on behalf of Hungarians living in America
and all over the world, and also intercede on behalf of the
United States and its people.

“Our languages, traditions and community lives may be
very different, but our Catholic faith is the same all over the
world. The Church wants to speak to everyone so as to find
the best way to one’s heart,” the Hungarian cardinal said
in his homily, encouraging people to find hope and meaning
in their lives by meeting Jesus and forming a personal
relationship with him. The cardinal concluded his homily
by saying, “May God give us that this chapel strengthened
the community of faith and love between us.” 

The 1,000 pilgrims attending the Mass and dedication
included a delegation from Hungary, and Hungarians from
across the United States and Canada. Cardinal Wuerl, who
as archbishop of Washington serves as the chairman of the
National Shrine’s Board of Trustees, was the principal cele-
brant of the Mass. The concelebrants included Archbishop
Carlo Maria Viganó, the apostolic nuncio to the United
States and personal representative of Pope Francis; Arling-
ton Bishop Paul S. Loverde; and Bishop Kurt R. Burnette of
the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic, New Jersey.

After Communion, Msgr. Walter Rossi, the basilica’s
rector, expressed gratitude for the assistance provided by the
Hungarian government to ensure that the chapel was built.
“This is the 81st chapel to be added to the shrine, and only
the second to be financially supported by a country,” he said.
(The government of Austria provided funding for the
shrine’s Chapel of Our Lady of Mariazell, which was
dedicated in 1992.)

In addition to the support from the government of
Hungary and donations from Hungarians of American

descent, the new Our Lady of Hungary Chapel was built
with the support of the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’
Conference, which is led by Cardinal Erdö.

In 2006 – the 50th anniversary the Hungarian revolution
– the prelate petitioned that a chapel be established in
the National Shrine to honor Our Lady of Hungary and
St. Stephen, the first Christian king of Hungary. The chapel
was completed this spring.

The dedication of the Chapel of Our Lady of Hungary,
which is located in the basilica’s Crypt level, began with
a procession starting in the Great Upper Church, where the
Mass was held. A first-class relic of St. Stephen – a gift of
Cardinal Erdö and the Archdiocese of Esztergom-Budapest
– was brought to the chapel and placed in a reliquary there.

The chapel features a large mosaic of Our Lady of
Hungary, surrounded by Hungarian saints Emeric, Gerard,
Ladislaus, Elizabeth, Gizela and Margaret. The altar, made
of Hungarian Tardos marble, is modeled on the design of the
altar at the Basilica of St. Stephen in Hungary. Marble reliefs
depict the baptism of St. Stephen and his coronation as king
of Hungary on Christmas Day, 1000, and St. Stephen giving
his crown to the Blessed Virgin Mary on the day of his death
in 1038. St. Stephen unified Hungary into a single kingdom
and established Christianity as its religion.

Hungarian marble and stone were used to construct the
walls, floor and altar of the chapel, which were fabricated
in Hungary.

Hungarian Scouts, including boys and girls and young
adults, handed out programs and helped serve as ushers for
the Mass and ceremony. The Mass, with readings in English
and Hungarian, opened with a prelude that included the Ave
Maria by the famous Hungarian composer Franz Liszt, and
music from other noted Hungarian composers, including
Zoltán Kodály, was sung throughout the liturgy.

After Communion, Dr. Réka Szemerkényi – the ambassa-
dor of Hungary to the United States – noted how Hungarian
refugees fleeing Communist oppression in their country

found hope in the United States, and relied on their faith
as they built new lives in this country. “Generations of
Hungarians arrived in the United States with suitcases
in their hands, and felt it was their first priority to build
churches,” she said.

The new chapel, she said, is a source of great joy for
Hungarians. “A chapel is not about the past. It is about our
present values, and hope for the future,” the ambassador
said.

Dr. László Kövér, the speaker of the Hungarian National
Assembly, also spoke after Communion, noting, “We believe
faith and morality will always remain the foundation of the
future of mankind… This chapel will without doubt be a
spiritual home for Hungarians and Hungarian Americans.”

Cardinal Wuerl in his closing remarks at the Mass said,
“The chapel will be a visible, physical reminder to all of us
of the bonds we share that unite us in faith and history.”

After the chapel was dedicated, the pilgrims lining up
to see it included Maria Kauremszky, who lives in Niagara
Falls, Ontario, and is a member of Our Lady of Hungary
Church in Welland, Ontario. Following the 1956 revolution
in Hungary, she and her parents and four siblings escaped to
Canada, when she was 12, with “what we had on our backs.
It was difficult,” she said, adding, “We always had our faith.
That’s the foundation of our lives.”

Robert Popper, who fled from Hungary as a young man in
1950 and is now retired and living in Washington, said with
his Catholic faith, “I never felt alone.”

The gift bearers at the Mass included five young adults of
Hungarian descent wearing native costumes. Sylvia Földes-
Berman, 19, wore a deep green vest and skirt with ornate,
hand-sewn embroidery, and her sister Andrea Berman,17,
wore a matching red outfit. Both are members of St.
Stephen Hungarian Roman Catholic Church in Passaic,
New Jersey. When asked about Hungarians’ devotion to
Our Lady, the older sister said, “She’s our mother, socially
and religiously.”

NATIONAL SHRINE PHOTOS BY LESLIE KOSSOFF

During an Aug. 29 Mass preceding the dedication of the new Our Lady of Hungary Chapel at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl receives the offertory gifts from Sylvia Földes-
Berman (left) and  her sister Andrea Berman. The young women wearing traditional Hungarian dress are members of
St. Stephen Hungarian Roman Catholic Church in Passaic, New Jersey. 

Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl (at left) anoints
the new altar of the Chapel of Our Lady of Hungary at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception on Aug. 29. At right is Cardinal Péter Erdö of
Esztergom-Budapest, who led the effort to build the chapel
and concelebrated the Mass preceding its blessing. Behind
Cardinal Wuerl is Father Charles Cortinovis, the cardinal’s
priest secretary.

SEPTEMBER 10, 201570  CATHOLIC STANDARD

ARCHDIOCESE



LITURGICAL CALENDAR AND MASS READINGS

September 13
Twenty-fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

Readings:
Isaiah 50:5-9
James 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35

September 14
The Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross

Readings:
Numbers 21:4-9
Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

September 15
Our Lady of Sorrows

Readings:
1 Timothy 3:1-13
John 19:25-27 or
Luke 2:33-35

September 16
St. Cornelius, 
pope and martyr
St. Cyprian, 
bishop and martyr

Readings:
1 Timothy 3:14-16
Luke 7:31-35

September 17
Thursday of the 24th
Week in Ordinary Time
St. Robert Bellarmine,
bishop and
Doctor of the Church

Readings:
1 Timothy 4:2-16
Luke 7:36-50

September 18
Friday of the 24th 
Week in Ordinary Time

Readings:
1 Timothy 6:2-12
Luke 8: 1-3

September 19
Saturday of the 24th
Week in Ordinary Time
St. Januarius,
bishop and martyr
Blessed Virgin Mary

Readings:
1 Timothy 6:13-16
Luke 8:4-15

Papal intentions for September are as follows: the gen-
eral intention is that opportunities for education and em-
ployment may increase for all young people. The mission
intention is that catechists may give witness by living in a
way consistent with the faith they proclaim.

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Sept. 14)
recalls the date that St. Helena
discovered the true cross of
Christ and also marks the an-
niversary of the construction
of a church over the place of
the crucifixion and His grave.
The Church teaches that the
Holy Cross of Jesus is the in-
strument of our redemption,
and as believers in Christ we
must take up His Cross and
follow Him, being obedient
until death. A parish in Garrett
Park and a hospital in Silver
Spring is named after the Holy
Cross.

Our Lady of Sorrows 
(Sept. 15) is an ancient
commemoration of: the
prophecy of Simeon, the 
flight into Egypt, Jesus 
being lost for three days, Mary 
meeting Jesus on the way to
Calvary, the crucifizxion, 
removing Jesus’s body from the
cross, and the burial of Jesus. 
A parish in Takoma Park 
honors Our Lady under
this title.

St. Cyprian (Sept. 16) was born in
North Africa in the third century and
taught rhetoric. After his conversion
to Christianity, he was ordained a
priest and later became bishop of
Carthage in 248 and survived persecu-
tion by going into hiding. He backed
Pope Cornelius during a schism and
supported his decision to readmit
apostates to the Church after a period of penance. St.
Cyprian also organized care for plague victims. He was be-
headed  under Valerian’s persecution. A parish in Washing-
ton is named in his honor. 

St. Cornelius (Sept. 16) was
elected pope following the persecu-
tion of Emperor Decius. His oppo-
nents included Novatian, the first
antipope. A church synod supported
the pope and Novatian was excom-
municated. He was martyred in 253
after being exiled to Civitavecchia.

St. Robert Bellarmine (Sept. 17)
was a 17th cen-

tury Jesuit cardinal who was known as
a brilliant scholar, preacher, writer and
apologist during the Counter Reforma-
tion. He wrote a catechism and was the
one who informed Galileo that his de-
fense of Copernicus was condemned by
the Vatican. He was the former cardinal
archbishop of Montepulciano, and died
in Rome in 1621.

St. Januarius (Sept. 19)  was a fourth century bishop in
Italy. According to tradition, he was martyred under the per-
secution of Diocletian by being thrown to bears. He is the

patron saint of Naples, Italy, where the faithful gather three
times a year to witness what appears to be the liquification
of his blood that is kept in a glass ampoule. 

St. Matthew (Sept. 21) was
an Apostle to whom one of the
four Gospels is attributed. His
Gospel, written primarily for a
Jewish-Christian audience,
portrays Christianity as consis-
tent with and a continuation of
the Jewish tradition. St.
Matthew is believed to have
preached in Judea and
Ethiopia where he was mar-
tyred. He is the patron saint of
accountants and customs offi-
cers. The cathedral church of

the Archdiocese of Washington is named after him.

Padre Pio (Sept. 23) is officially called St. Pio of Pietrel-
cina. He was a Capuchin priest who was known for his holi-
ness and for suffering the stigmata. He died Sept. 23, 1968,
was beatified in 1999 and canonized in 2002.

St. Cosmas and St.
Damien (Sept. 26) were mar-
tyred about 300 in Syria. They
were twin brothers and physi-
cians. They were called the
“moneyless ones” because of
the free care they offered to
the sick. After being tortured,
they were beheaded when
they would not recant their
Christian faith. The brothers
are the patron saints of physi-
cians, surgeons, druggists, barbers and the blind.

September 20
Twenty-fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Readings:
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
James 3:16-4:3
Mark 9:30-37

September 21
St. Matthew, Apostle
and Evangelist

Readings:
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13
Matthew 9:9-13

September 22
Tuesday of the 25th
Week in Ordinary Time

Readings:
Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20
Luke 8:19-21

September 23
St. Peter Claver, priest

Readings:
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 6:20-26

September 24
Padre Pio 
(St. Pius of Pietrelcina),
priest 

Readings:
Ezra 9:5-9
Tobit 13:2-4, 7-8
Luke 9:1-6

September 25
Friday of the 25th
Week in Ordinary Time

Readings:
Haggai 2:1-9
Luke 9:18-22

September 26
Saturday of the 25th
Week in Ordinary Time
St. Cosmas, martyr
St. Damian, martyr
Blessed Virgin Mary

Readings:
Zechariah 8:1-8
Luke 9:46-50
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HELP WANTED

Bishop Ireton High School has an immediate
opening for an experienced Communications
& Marketing Manager. This is a 12-month,
full-time administrative position that reports
directly to the Head of School. We are seeking
an experienced professional who can effectively
steward the Catholic educational mission and
identity of our School and strategically grow the
Bishop Ireton brand.

In conjunction with the Head of School, the
Communications & Marketing Manager
will work closely with the Advancement and
Admission Offices to develop and execute
strategic communications and marketing plans
that promote the short- and long-term goals   for
the School. 

The Communications & Marketing Manager
will organize, develop, implement, and oversee
all internal and external communications and
marketing endeavors for the school in order
to inform, engage, and motivate the School’s
constituent groups. This individual will ensure
that all correspondence (electronic and print
publications, press releases, mailers, apparel,
website, social media, etc.) is mission-driven,
accurately branded, relevant, competitive, and
ultimately supports the School's advancement
and other initiatives.

Qualifications
The Communications & Marketing Manager
must exhibit strong interpersonal skills, be 
detail-oriented, and have the ability to work 
independently and as part of a team and 
the greater Bishop Ireton community.  
Requirements for this position include, 
but are not limited to, the following:

• Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in 
Communications, Marketing, Public 
Relations, or similar field

• Commitment to the Catholic educational 
mission

• Superb written and oral communication 
skills; exceptional editing skills essential

• Minimum three to five years’ experience 
in the field of communications and 
marketing, preferably in an educational 
setting

• Strategic and creative mind; conscientious,
forward-thinking, and self-motivated; 
flexibility essential

• Ability to manage several multifaceted 
projects simultaneously and independently
while meeting aggressive deadlines

Communications & Marketing 
Manager Bishop Ireton High School

For a full job description and application instructions, 
please contact: Sandi Day, Executive Assistant to the Head of School

Bishop Ireton High School, days@bishopireton.org

Bishop Ireton High School has an immediate opening for Dean of 
Academics. This is a 12-month, full-time administrative position that 

reports directly to the Director of Instruction (Principal/Chief Academic 
Officer). We are seeking an experienced professional who can effectively 

manage and coordinate faculty efforts to steward the Catholic educational mission of our School.

The DOA will chiefly be responsible for scheduling of all faculty and proctoring duties, including
working with the IT department to establish to school master schedule and individual teacher 
and classroom assignments.

Qualifications
• Master’s Degree in Education or Education Administration preferred
• Minimum of two or more years supervisory experience as a current or former department 

head or higher administrative position
• Experience with reaccreditation and self-study through AdvancEd or similar crediting 

organization preferred
• Minimum five years experience as a teacher
• Ability to lead and inspire a dedicated, 

professional faculty toward instructional 
excellence within a rigorous educational program

• An understanding of the mission of Bishop Ireton 
High School and the value of Catholic 
secondary education

• Ability to multi-task projects and duties in a 
collaborative working environment

Dean of Academics
Bishop Ireton High School

For a full job description 
and application instructions, 

please contact:
Yuko Medvigy

Assistant to the Director 
of Instruction

Bishop Ireton High School
medvigy@bishopireton.org

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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Help Wanted
Finance Specialist

Saint John Paul II National Shrine
The Saint John Paul II National Shrine (Northeast, Washington) seeks a Finance Specialist.

The Saint John Paul II National Shrine is a place of pilgrimage.  
In particular, it is a place of the veneration of Saint John Paul II, where, through the Shrine’s liturgy and
prayer, education and Christian formation, visitors are drawn into its patron’s deep love for God and for
man.
The candidate will assist the Finance Director with oversight of daily financial operations of the Shrine and
be able to conduct the day-to-day  financial operations in his/her absence. Duties will include accounts
payable processing, cash receipts processing, and day to day financial oversight of the Gift Shop.  
The ideal candidate will have a Bachelor’s Degree in Finance or Accounting and 3-5 years experience
applying Generally Accepted Accounting Principles to the financial operations of a non-profit.

Interested candidates are invited to submit letter 
of interest and resume to ray.colby@jp2shrine.org.

Deadline: August 15th, 2015

Help Wanted
Gift Shop Manager

Saint John Paul II National Shrine
The Saint John Paul II National Shrine 

(Northeast, Washington) seeks a Gift Shop Manager.

The Saint John Paul II National Shrine is a place of pilgrimage. In particular, it is a place of the veneration
of Saint John Paul II, where, through the Shrine’s liturgy and prayer, education and Christian formation,
visitors are drawn into its patron’s deep love for God and for man.
The candidate will manage all aspects of the gift shop including: developing the business plan, managing
the selection process for retail items, implementing promotional campaigns, and supervising staff.  
The ideal candidate will have a degree in business and at least three years of relevant experience.  

The candidate must also have a strong knowledge 
of the Catholic Church and Saint John Paul II.

Interested candidates are invited to submit letter 
of interest and resume to Peter.Gervais@jp2shrine.org.

Deadline: August 15th, 2015



Join us at the 3rd Friday Monthly Breakfast

Networking Breakfast
SEPTEMBER 18, 2015  

7:30 - 9:00 am
Woodmore Country Club
12320 Pleasant Prospect 
Mitchellville, MD 20721

Catholic Business Network
of Prince George's County

P.O. Box 615
Lanham, MD 20703-0615

The Catholic Business Network of Prince George's County provides networking  opportunities  for its members and
supports Catholic Education throughout Prince George's County.

join us at www.cbnpg.orgPlease RSVP today: 202-656-1804

Speaker

Steve Hall

speaking about 
LinkedIn for networking

Cost for members is $20 

and $30 for non-members. 

All are welcome.

BREAKFAST NETWORKING MEETING
Thursday, September 17th

8:00 – 9:30 am
Great Hall of St Matthew’s Cathedral

The Cathedral of St Matthew the Apostle
1725 Rhode Island Ave, NW Washington, DC 20036

Guest Speaker 

Tony Cancelosi
CEO of Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind - Anthony J. 

(Tony) Cancelosi, K.M. was appointed President and CEO of
Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind (CLB) in September 2005.

$20 for Members
$30 for Non Members
Breakfast will be served
Agenda (approximate times)
8:00 to 8:35      Networking
8:35 Breakfast Begins
8:45 to 9:10      Guest Speaker with Questions
9:10 to 9:30      Networking

Please register at our website, www.cbndc.org, or by contacting
Justin Silvers, (202) 957-5188 or jsilvers@cbndc.org

We encourage you to invite others to participate in this valuable opportunity.

Dear Friends,
In the spirit of fostering
business opportunities 
and supporting Catholic
schools in Washington
D.C., you are invited to 
join the Catholic Business
Network of Washington
D.C. for our Breakfast 
Networking Meeting 

Thank you to our Founding 
Sponsors for their support:
LaPrima Catering
Morgan Stanley
EagleBank
Jackson & Campbell
Payroll Network
The Catholic Standard
Providence Hospital
Cushman & Wakefield
Answer Title 
ElitePersonnel
Lattice Group
Mullins, PC
Bank of Georgetown
BakerHostetler
Vantage Point Solutions
Monument Group 
Wells Fargo Advisors

To access the Great Hall, please enter via the drive way entrance to the right of the Cathedral 
and proceed upstairs after check in. Cash only parking is available beneath the Cathedral. 

Public parking garages are available at 1730 Rhode Island Ave, NW.  
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GGoooodd NNeewwss,, 2266 ttiimmeess aa yyeeaarr.. .. ..

SSiiggnn MMee UUppTTooddaayy!!
$30 - Regular rate         $20 - Senior, Student rate

NNaammee:: 
AAddddrreessss:: 
CCiittyy//SSttaattee//ZZiipp:: 
PPaarriisshh NNaammee:: EEmmaaiill::  

MMaakkee cchheecckk ppaayyaabbllee ttoo CCaatthhoolliicc SSttaannddaarrdd
CClliipp aanndd mmaaiill ttoo::
CCaatthhoolliicc SSttaannddaarrdd CCiirrccuullaattiioonn,,
PP..OO.. BBooxx 44446644,, WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,, DD..CC.. 2200001177

CCrreeddiitt ccaarrdd oorrddeerrss,, ccaallll::
220022--228811--22440077
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Find us 
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Follow
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catholicstandard
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DEAR HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS,
St. John wrote: “Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in deed and truth.” 

(1 John 3/18).  So, I love you in deed and truth by doing your will.  I use free sun energy or 
renewable energy that you mentioned in your ”LAUDATO SI” to    reduce pollution. 
To love you means to love God.  So my God rewards me: I can save about $50.00 per month on my
electricity bill paid to Pepco (or $600.00 per year or $12,000.00 for 20 years lease with my solar
company.  A 20 years lease protection with a $12,000.00 net saving is like a thorny stem with the
beautiful rose).  Thank you very much to give me this unexpected saving. 

In your “LAUDATO SI” you also reminded us of “our spirituality which is an exercise of 
charity” (#231), so I love you in action and in deed and do your will again: I will give this monthly
unexpected $50.00 saving to the poor through ICMC.  And my God will bless me again.

I pray and hope that all American single house homeowners will love you in deed and in     
action by doing your will to use free renewable energy to reduce pollution and save their money too.
And then God will bless them abundantly too.

I love you and thank you.
Respectfully yours,
Twee Hightrink,
240-694-5969 • Tweehightrink@verizon.net”       



MHIC 124649

PPAAIINNTTIINNGG
CCAARRPPEENNTTRRYY
IINNTTEERRIIOORR//EEXXTTEERRIIOORR

GEORGE
OWENS
301-702-0776
240-882-7346

Sr. Citizen & Religious
Organizations Discount

Finished Basement
Drywall - Patch or Install

Power Washing
Tub or Shower Glazing

Floor Tile
Gutter - Clean & Install

Carefully screened, 
fully trained
Medication Reminders
Meal Prep, Light  
housekeeping, Laundry
Errands, shopping, 
appointments

Hospice/Alzheimer's care
Low Hourly rates
Day/night, Live-in, Hourly
Assistance with hygiene
Respite for family
Vital signs
Select your caregiver

Mention our ad. Receive a discount on any new service.
301-490-9050

CONTINENTAL MOVERS

cmora53607@msn.com • www.continentalmovers.net

Local and 
long distance.
Dumping and 
Deliveries. Call: 202-438-1489 • 301-340-0602

$80 x two men
plus gas charges

Heart to Heart Senior Care Services 
Call 301.937.7504   

• Vital Signs and Alzheimer’s Care
• Hospice Support
• Meal Prep and Companionship 
• Light housekeeping
• Errands and Transportation

• 24 hours, 7 days year round
• Employee based
• Background check 
• Licensed, insured, bonded
• Long Term Insurance

Nations Care Pharmacy 
• Alternative Medicine • Flu Shots
• Longterm Care Consult • Compounding 
• International Travel Medications
• FREE HOME DELIVERY
202-621-6325 • nationscarepharmacy@comcast.net
3818 12th St. NE, Washington, DC 20017
(near Brookland/CUA Metro Stop) 

PPAAIINNTTIINNGG
Interior-Exterior Custom

Painting & Wallpaper
Home Repairs, Quality Work

& Free Estimates, Call:
((CCeell ll)) 224400--660033--66333355
((HHoommee)) 330011--227777--55446611

SENIOR CARE SENIOR CARE

301.740.8870
CarePlusInc.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY BUSINESS DIRECTORY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

TREE AND STUMP REMOVAL EXPERTS 

Pruning, Crane Work. 
Insured/Licence #782  

"Servicing the community
since 1982"  

For free estimates 
and information call: 
301-384-4746

unlimitedtreeservices.com

R.J. Berra Inc. 
T/A Services unlimited. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 

 

We will give you a FREE
 
 

your FREE ESTIMATE

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW!

CATHOLIC STANDARD    74SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

Business Directory
DEADLINE: Friday, 5 p.m. TO PLACE AN AD:  CALL » 202.281.2421 | FAX » 202.281.2428 | EMAIL » classads@cathstan.org | ONLINE » www.cathstan.org | Visa, Amex, MC accepted

GIFT THE GIFT OF FAITH
TO A SENIOR:

CATHOLIC STANDARD
$20.00 (per year) - Subscribe Today!

202-281-2407
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Gonzaga’s ‘man for others’
On stage and in classroom, Dr. Warman left his mark 
on generations of Gonzaga College High School students

By Mark Zimmermann
Catholic Standard

For nearly 50 years, the opening of each
musical at Gonzaga College High
School was itself a show-stopper. 

Suddenly a spotlight shined on the side of
the darkened stage, and Dr. John C. Warman
appeared from the wings, smiling and walking
confidently past the curtain, dressed in a
tuxedo or his ever-present suit and tie, and
then settled in the piano pit. From that spot,
the virtuoso pianist piloted more than 350 
performances, playing entire Broadway 
musical scores without sheet music – by heart
and with passion, the same way he was known
to conduct Latin and Greek classes as 
chairman of the school’s classics department. 

“I’m a teacher,” Dr. Warman said in a 1993
interview, explaining his role in the classroom,
and as the musical director, and often the pro-
ducer and director, of Gonzaga’s perform-
ances.

Each year, he made about four pilgrimages
to Broadway, to scout out musicals for the gen-
erations of high school boys and girls who per-

formed in the Gonzaga Dramatic Association’s
productions at the all-boys Jesuit high school
near Washington’s Union Station. “I don’t
want it to be a high school play, I want it to be a
Broadway show!” he said.

Gonzaga’s Theatre, which opened in 1896
and is the oldest continually running theater in
Washington was, in Dr. Warman’s words, “sa-
cred space” to him, and when it was renovated
three years ago, the stage was named in his
honor.

On Sept. 1, a standing-room crowd of the
Gonzaga community – including graduates
and current students who took his classes or
performed in his musicals – gathered at St.
Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Church in Wash-
ington, for Dr. Warman’s Mass of Christian
Burial. The veteran of 48 years of teaching at
Gonzaga – his alma mater – died on Aug. 25 of
an apparent heart attack at the age of 75. He
was found unresponsive at his desk in his
classroom at the beginning of first period.

In a letter to the Gonzaga community, 
Jesuit Father Stephen Planning, Gonzaga’s

GONZAGA PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN FORTE

Dr. John Warman piloted more than 350 musical productions from the piano pit at the
theater at Gonzaga College High School in his nearly 50 years teaching at the all-boys’ 
Jesuit high school in Washington. He died at the desk in his classroom on Aug. 25.

Continued on page 76

We’re on Twitter and Facebook 

“They’ve helped me feel alive again.” 
The caring experts at Community  Hospice 
have helped with what matters most to  
Ricardo at the end of his life – to feel better, 
about himself.

By controlling his pain and o�ering emotional 
and spiritual support, they’ve changed more 
than his outlook. They changed his life.

How can we help you?

WhatMattersToMe.org
866-234-7742

©2015 The Washington Home & Community Hospices

Ricardo, with Dr. McDonald, 
Community Hospice 

medical director

WHAT MATTERS MOST TOyou?

         



president, wrote, “Doc lived his whole life in service to Gonzaga
and, especially, to its students. God also granted him the final
grace of dying doing what he loved, seated at his desk, in a suit
as always, ready to teach the students he cherished so deeply.”

The honorary pallbearers at the Funeral Mass included Dr.
Warman’s classmates from Gonzaga’s class of 1957, and the 
offertory gifts were brought to the altar by representatives of 
the Gonzaga Dramatic Association. Gonzaga’s choral group, the
Eye Street Boys, sang at the Mass.

In his homily, Father Planning noted that Dr. Warman epito-
mized the school’s motto and its goal for the young men edu-
cated there. “Doc was indeed the consummate Gonzaga ‘man
for others,’” he said.

The Gospel at the Mass quoted Jesus describing the greatest
love as being the willingness to lay down one’s life for one’s

friends. Such love does not always unfold in a single dramatic
action, but sometimes “can be done slowly and steadily over the
course of life,” said Father Planning. That, he said, is what Dr.
Warman did, sharing his musical and teaching gifts to help peo-
ple become closer to God and each other, and helping “count-
less young men and women to be brave and bold. Doc did
indeed lay down his life for his friends, and we were lucky
enough to be his friends.”

After Communion, tributes were offered to Dr. Warman, in-
cluding by Ra’Mond Jamar Shephard Hines, a member of Gon-
zaga’s class of 2014, who said his Latin and Greek teacher
“changed my life forever,” as a teacher and as a friend. “Latin
and Greek flowed from his tongue like poetry,” he said.

William J. Wilson Jr., a longtime Gonzaga faculty member
who serves as a counselor at the school, praised Dr. Warman for
his role in helping the Gonzaga musicals become one of the
school’s “crown jewels.” Wilson said his fellow educator’s spirit
and faith played a pivotal role as Gonzaga endured a challeng-
ing period of declining enrollment in the late 1960s and early
1970s and continued in its location in Washington, where it is
thriving today.

He also noted how his colleague became known for singing
the National Anthem quickly and well before countless Gon-
zaga basketball games, and also for helping lead cheers at pep
rallies against Gonzaga’s archrival, St. John’s College High
School.

Wilson said Dr. Warman was a man who could be both 
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Dr. Warman also known as
longtime organist at 
three Washington churches

In addition to teaching at Gonzaga, Dr. Warman was
also well known for serving as an organist at three
Washington parishes for nearly five decades – as the di-

rector of music at Our Lady of Victory, and playing for the
Sunday evening Mass at Immaculate Conception Church
and for the Miraculous Medal Novena on Monday evenings
at St. Mary, Mother of God Church.

Father Alfred Harris, the pastor of St. Mary, Mother of
God Parish, praised Dr. Warman’s “dedication and trust-
worthiness.”

“You could count on him to be there to play,” he said.
Msgr. James Watkins, the pastor of Immaculate Concep-

tion Parish, noted that Dr. Warman served as the volunteer
organist for the Sunday evening Masses there for 51 years,
and only missed a handful of times, including for the
“snowmageddon” blizzard. “He stayed faithful,” said Msgr.
Watkins. He noted that Dr. Warman had a “tremendous
gift” and brought out the best, not only in the organ, but in
the composer’s music, always playing without sheet music.

To honor Dr. Warman and to celebrate the restoration of
their church’s historic 1879 Steer & Turner Tracker Organ,
Immaculate Conception Parish will have an organ concert
there on Oct. 17 at 7 p.m., featuring the music of Bach and
other composers.

At Our Lady of Victory Parish, Dr. Warman served as the
director of music, leading the adult choir and playing for
three services every weekend, and he also played for count-
less weddings, funerals and school graduations.

“He was dedicated to the Church, and loved everything
about it,” said Father William Foley, a former pastor of Our
Lady of Victory who now leads St. Patrick Parish in
Rockville.

Ten years ago, Our Lady of Victory Parish established the
John Warman Scholarship for Catholic high school stu-
dents to honor their parish’s longtime director of music.

Teresa Giral, the executive director of the scholarship
fund, wrote in a tribute that Dr. Warman “was a superb or-
ganist who played with unfettered enjoyment and senti-
ment. And as an accompanist, John displayed the rare
ability to simultaneously guide and follow his vocalists,
seamlessly covering miscues… For 46 years, John Warman
kept the music playing at OLV, charming generations with
his gentlemanly manner, his indefatigable spirit, and his
love of music.”

In honor of Dr. Warman, memorial donations can be
made to Gonzaga College High School (gonzaga.org) or to
the John Warman Scholarship Fund (johnwarman.org).

Bartholomew House Bethesda • 301-320-6151
Byron House Potomac • 301-469-9400

Grace House Silver Spring • 301-924-4424
Malta House Hyattsville • 301-699-8600

Marian Assisted Living Olney/Brookeville • 301-570-3190
Raphael House Rockville • 301- 217-9116

WWW.VICTORYHOUSING.ORG

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
AFFILIATE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON

Surprises Are
For Birthdays

At Victory Housing, you’re guaranteed our
straight-forward and all-inclusive assisted
living rates. No surprises tomorrow or in
the months ahead. This includes no extra
charge for medication management and
additional personal care. You’ll also discover
enhanced staffing, spacious suites, and
individualized care in a heart-warming
setting. It’s the ideal combination that
seniors and their families have appreciated
for over 30 years.
Call or visit us today.
Discover Assisted Living 
In Your Neighborhood

            

Loyola on the Potomac
A Jesuit Retreat House, Faulkner, Maryland

P.O. Box 9, Faulkner, MD 20632 
301-392-0800

This space for Loyola Retreat House has been provided by
John Kyle Collins McHugh - President

Francis J. Collins Funeral Home, Inc.
500 University Blvd. West • Silver Spring, MD 

tel 301-593-9500 - fax 301-593-8342
www.CollinsFuneralHome.com

Upcoming Ignatian Weekend Retreats
The Way

September 18 – 20 (men)
October 16 -18 (women)

October 23-25 (men)
November 6 - 8 (men)

November 13-15 (women & men)   
Retreat Fee: $235

First-timers and/or Young Adults (30 and under)
Retreat Fee: $185 

Directed and/or Private Retreat
November 9 – 13

Retreat Fee: $400 (Directed); $350 (Private)
December 18 – 20

Retreat Fee $315 (Directed); $285 (Private)

Fall Day of Prayer
Walking the Path of Life

October 5
Retreat Fee: $40

Ignatian Reflections on Military Service
a retreat for Active Duty Military, Reserves, & Veterans

November 10 - 12
Retreat Fee: $185

New Year’s Eve Retreat
God’s Kindness Is New Each Day

December 31
Retreat Fee: $105

Please consider joining our Society of Retreat Angels
www.loyolaonthepotomac.com

Come Aside and Rest Awhile



reverent and irreverent, and
classical and modern, and
who over his nearly five
decades of teaching at 
Gonzaga was known to have
only missed a day of class –
for his mother’s funeral. As
Gonzaga’s classics teacher
and as its drama program’s
musical director, Dr. Warman
was “an example of what’s
possible when you put your
whole heart into something
you love,” Wilson said.

Dr. Francis Warman began
his tribute to his older brother
by playing the piano and lead-
ing the congregation in
singing “Amazing Grace.”

Noting his brother’s habit
of stepping outside for a
smoke before he playing the
organ for Mass, Francis War-
man joked, “John is not here
for the moment. He stepped
out for a cigarette.”

Speaking of his brother’s
upbeat personality, Francis
Warman said he was “gen-
uinely happy from the mo-
ment he was born.”

John Warman, he added,
started playing the piano
when he was in diapers. “He
sat down at the keyboards
and owned them,” he said,
noting that their mother sang
his older brother Broadway
show music for lullabies. “He
was playing Bach and
Beethoven by age 10.”

Dr. Francis Warman – who
is a psychologist – also 
explained the origin of his
brother’s love for Latin, 
noting that he began serving
as an altar boy at the age of 7,
when Masses were in Latin.
“He was speaking Latin at age
7 and never stopped,” he said.

John Warman was born in
Washington in 1939 – “a war
baby who became a War-
man,” his brother joked – and
was valedictorian of his grad-
uating classes at Sacred Heart
School and then at Gonzaga,
where he was also named as
his class’s best musician. After
earning a degree at George-
town University, graduate
studies in Toronto and work-
ing for a year at a piano bar in
a Washington hotel, John
Warman joined Gonzaga’s
faculty in 1967 as a Latin and
Greek teacher and became
chairman of the school’s clas-
sics department three years
later. In 1986, Georgetown
presented him with an hon-
orary doctorate in recognition
of the impact he had on so

many Gonzaga graduates, and
from that point, he was
known to the school commu-
nity as “Dr. Warman” or just
“Doc.” In 2013, he received
the St. Aloysius Medal for
dedication to Gonzaga.

After the Mass, Gonzaga
students and faculty mem-
bers reflected on Dr. War-
man’s influence on their lives. 

Devin Stanton, a member
of Gonzaga’s class of 2017,
said Dr. Warman not only
taught him Latin, but taught
him about “becoming a man,”
and “to treat everyone with
respect, and to love every-
body.”

Several noted what a great
storyteller that Dr. Warman
was in the classroom. An-
other of his Latin students,
Connor Joransen of the class
of 2017, said, “He was pas-
sionate about everything he

did. He respected me as a
man, not a kid. He showed
everyone respect.”

Peter Marcou, a member
of Gonzaga’s class of 2016,
noted that as a young boy, he
came to see his older brothers
perform in Gonzaga’s musi-
cals, and he even got Dr. War-
man’s autograph after one
performance, after watching
him play in the piano pit. At
Gonzaga, Marcou performed
in “42nd Street” and “Fiddler
on the Roof” under Dr. War-
man’s musical direction. “He
taught me how to be loud and
to be myself on stage, and
how to perform to the audi-
ence. I really am thankful for
that,” Marcou said.

Like generations of 
Gonzaga graduates who 
performed on the stage or 
assisted in the crew, Dr. War-
man’s name was painted in
graffiti on the back wall, with
his year of graduation. Some
graduates became movie 
actors or stage performers,
and while most went on to a
variety of other professions,
including doctors, engineers
and lawyers, they all gained
confidence from singing on
Gonzaga’s stage. He once said,
“There’s something very 
special about a high school
play, the sheer enthusiasm of
young people that I think can
be even more exciting and 
entertaining than slick 

professionalism.”
Before graduating from

Gonzaga in 1986, Paul Buck-
ley performed in several 
productions led by Dr. 
Warman, including “Damn
Yankees” and “Annie.” Now
Buckley teaches math at 
Gonzaga and runs the theater
program there.

“He loved being here. He
loved teaching here… He bled
purple,” Buckley said of his
friend and mentor. Under Dr.
Warman’s direction, the mu-
sicals became “a centerpiece”
of the school year. “They
were such a spectacle… he
was at the forefront of that…
He loved to see them perform
and get applause.”

Dr. Warman, he added,
“was the heart of the theater.”
This year, the show will go on
there, as Gonzaga students
perform “Arsenic and Old
Lace” and “Godspell” this fall
and “Hairspray” next spring
on the Warman Stage. “It (our
theater) has been around 120
years, and it’ll keep going,”
said Buckley.

At the Funeral Mass, 
Father Planning noted that
Dr. Warman never married or
had children of his own, but
“the Gonzaga community
was his one true love,” and he
added that St. Aloysius
Church was filled on that day
with the teacher’s “sons and
daughters, and his brothers

and sisters.”
John Warman’s survivors

include his brother; two
nieces; the many Gonzaga
students he taught in the
classroom and on stage; the
audiences who heard him
play at Gonzaga’s 
productions; his fellow 
Gonzaga faculty and staff
members; and the 
congregations at the three
Washington Catholic
churches for whom he 
faithfully played the organ at
Masses and prayer services

for five decades (see 
sidebar story).

In a tribute to Dr. Warman
on Gonzaga’s website, Father
Planning expressed thanks
to him “for teaching us, for
entertaining us, and for loving
us so well.”

Then the school’s 
president closed with a Latin
phrase that the classics
teacher would have 
appreciated – Atque in per-
petuum frater ave atque vale –
“And forever, brother, hail and
farewell.”
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MARCIA J. MILLS
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PC

MD-DC-FL-NY BARS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SIMPLE WILLS: $100
POWER OF ATTORNEY: $75

Living Wills, Trusts
Elder Law & Small Business

MD:  (301) 216-3829
DC:   (202) 638-5220
Cell:  (301) 325-4928

marciamills3@comcast.net
Home Visits FREE!

“It’s so hard to talk about
money at a time like this.”
We hear that quite often. And we understand people’s
feelings. Yet we know it’s important for families to be
aware of the cost
involved in a funeral
service, and all of the
options available to
them.
We believe that the
most comforting and
meaningful funeral 
service can be planned
only when all the family’s needs - religious, emotional
and financial- are taken into consideration.

McGuire
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

7400 Georgia Avenue NW • Washington, DC 20012
202-882-6600 • visit us at www.mcguire-services.com

email us at mcguireservices@verizon.net • SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

“Internationally Known For Service”
Established 1912

TWO ORGANIZATIONS HONORING 
75 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE 

TO CATHOLIC WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON
Established 1939

Archdiocese of 

COLLINS
Francis J.

Funeral Home, Inc.
Established 1939 WWW.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.COM

Pre-Arrangements
In-Home Consultations

301-567-9424
6160 Oxon Hill Rd.

Oxon Hill, Md. 20745-3198
www.kalasfuneralhomes.com

Family owned
Funeral Home

DeVol
Funeral Home

10 East Deer Park Drive
Gaithersburg, MD. 20877

(301) 948-6800

2222 Wisconsin Ave., NW
(free valet parking)

Washington, DC 20007
(202) 333-6680

www.devolfuneralhome.com
Serving the Archdiocese of Washington

for 70 Years
Family Owned and Operated

James DeVol/Robert DeVol/Kevin DeVol
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From the Jesuit Communities and Ministries in the Washington Metro Area

• Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities
• The Father McKenna Center
• Georgetown Jesuit Community
• Georgetown Prep Jesuit Community
• Georgetown Preparatory School
• Georgetown University
• Gonzaga College High School
• Holy Trinity Parish
• Holy Trinity Parish Jesuit Community
• Jesuit Community of St. Aloysius Gonzaga
• Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States
• Jesuit Refugee Service / USA
• Jesuit Schools Network
• Leonard Neale House Jesuit Community
• Washington Jesuit Academy www.jesuits.org
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“It is not enough to say 
we are Christians. 
We must live the faith, 
not only with our words, 
but with our actions.”   

—POPE FRANCIS

With Catholic Extension 
your donations become 
“our actions.”

America’s papal society reaching out 
to those on the margins
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3.8M

12,000
550

1.2B

100,000

Years we have been serving poor 
communities on the margins.

Catholic dioceses we serve in 37 states 
and U.S. territories.

We have a singular mission to build 
up the Catholic Church in the poorest 
communities throughout America.

Amount funded in the last four years toward 
women religious who, for many Catholics in 
remote areas, are the pastoral face of the Church.

Grants we have provided for the 
construction or repair of churches and 
church facilities since 1905.

Seminarians we currently support in 
50 dioceses.

Dollar amount* of grants awarded since 1905 to 
U.S. mission dioceses that lack the resources to 
support themselves. *Adjusted for inflation

Catholic students we support through 
campus ministries, ensuring the future 
of the U.S. Catholic Church.

Discover how you can put your faith into actions at www.catholicextension.org/give
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