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Share, Learn, and Celebrate

The Share, Learn, and Celebrate initiative of The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington (ADW) is designed to
acknowledge, educate, and embed multicultural awareness in our diverse communities. Through Share, Learn, and Celebrate we
hope to heighten awareness, knowledge and understanding through the engagement of Archdiocesan parishes, ministries,
and the faithful in relevant activities. Stakeholders will be encouraged to share the achievements, identity, beauty, richness,
and importance of each of our cultural communities as part of celebratory and historically significant occasions. Please see
the following recommendations for consideration to Share, Learn, and Celebrate Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month. This yeat’s theme is “A Legacy of Leadership and Resilience.”

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month - History

Every year, in the month of May we celebrate Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander (AANHPI) Heritage
Month to honor the cultural and historical contributions made by the communities of that descent to the United States. New
York was the first to have an official commemoration in 1977 with a 10-day Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week. The
celebration was nationally recognized in 1979 and officially extended to a month-long celebration in 1992. In 2009, the
celebration was renamed from Asian Pacific Heritage Month. Native Hawaiians were added to the celebration in 2021 to
acknowledge their unique cultural heritage and contributions to the nation. As of February 2025, US National Archives lists
the celebration as the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month. For information
on the countries considered part of API here.

Archdiocesan Level Activities and Resources

Share Resources have been curated to support parishes and schools in the celebration of AANHPI Heritage
Month. The Office of Cultural Diversity and Outreach can assist in providing the resources described in
this document. Please contact culturaldiversitv(@adw.ore for more information.

Learn As the archdiocese celebrates Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month, it is important to highlight
their crucial role in keeping the Catholic community alive and vibrant in the United States. We suggest using
the resources provided by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to learn more about
the diverse presence of AANHPI Catholics in our region and nation. To learn more, see here. Contact
OCDO at culturaldiversity@adw.org for information on our Asian and Pacific Island Ministry or its
population in our region. Please click here to find the parishes celebrating Mass in many Asian and Pacific
Island languages.

Celebrate  Join us for the Annual Asian and Pacific Island Catholics Marian Pilorimage at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., on the first Saturday of May. The Asian Pacific
Catholic Network organizes it in collaboration with the USCCB Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the
Church and with the support of the ADW. The pilgrimage honors the Blessed Mother and celebrates
AANHPI Heritage Month. Attendees include diverse communities and representatives from more than 20
AANHPI national and ethnic groups. It includes worship and celebrates faith and culture. For more
information please click here.

Parish Level Recommendations

Share Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Catholics represent a rich tapestry of diversity while
sharing a profound commitment to our universal faith. We warmly invite parishioners with AANHPI
backgrounds to share their stories and experiences related to the Church. This presents an invaluable
opportunity for us to deepen our understanding of one another, explore the ways in which Catholicism has
influenced their lives, and recognize how their unique cultures have enriched our collective faith and family
connections. Engaging in these meaningful dialogues can strengthen our parish community and cultivate
enduring relationships among all members.

Learn The social and cultural influence of AANHPI Heritage has significantly strengthened Catholicism. Host a
seminar at your parish to discuss the history, diversity, and complexity of AANHPI cultures. For resources
and dialogue recommendations contact the OCDO at culturaldiversitv@adw.org.
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https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/2025-SLC-List-of-API-Countries-DocThree.pdf
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Plan liturgies to celebrate the cultural expression of Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
in the Church and our country. Consider scheduling opening/closing Masses for AANHPI Heritage Month,
or services specifically recognizing AANHPI communities and traditions. Engage your parish’s intercultural
committee or others to plan and participate. Contact the Office of Cultural Diversity and Outreach at
culturaldiversity@adw.org for assistance with liturgical resources such as Prayer of the Faithful and Prayer cards.

The AANHPI community has been blessed with multiple saints, and many more are on the path to
sainthood. Most Catholics outside of Asia are only familiar with the Middle Eastern saints who walked with
Jesus. Some may know the names of the men listed first in the large groups of canonized saints, such as St.
Lorenzo Ruiz, St. Paulo Miki, St. Andrew Kim Taegon, St. Augustine Zhao Rong, St. Pedro Calungsod, St.
Andrew Dung lLac and the 117 Vietnamese Martvrs. However, there are many other Asian saints and holy
people, including numerous women, who are also known for their incredible actions, such as St. Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, St. Mary Zhu Wu, and many more.

Those featured above are just a few examples of our history's many inspiring AANHPI Catholics. We invite
you to delve deeper into the lives of other remarkable Catholics and the causes that champion their
endeavors. Please click here to explore and gain further insight into our saints, beatified people, and martyrs.

Plan events with parishioners to discuss their favorite AANHPI saints. This can be an opportunity to talk
about their lives, miracles, and their impact on the Catholic Church. This activity can include screening a
movie featuring historical AANHPI Catholic luminaries. Host these events at your RCIA, religious
education, or parent education programs. For movie recommendations, see the resource list included in this
document or contact the OCDO at culturaldiversitv(@adw.org for assistance.

Your parish is home to a vibrant and diverse AANHPI community, with rich traditions worth celebrating.
Consider hosting an AANHPI heritage festival that highlights art, music, and cuisine, and invite your
AANHPI parishioners and neighbors to create exhibits highlighting their Catholic traditions to further
showcase their cultural influence in the community. Take the opportunity to highlight prominent AANHPI
leaders, innovatots, and influencers from our nation.

Consider hosting a panel discussion virtually or in-person to get to know AANHPI religious who serve in
our region and learn about their origins and Vocations. You can find a list of religious organizations in the
ADW directory by clicking here for the women’s and here for the men.

Lay movements and Catholic organizations' charisms are crucial in spreading the Gospel to our
communities. If you would like to learn more about these movements, click here. For information on
upcoming events click here. If you have any questions, contact the OCDO at culturaldiversitv(@adw.org.

Let us celebrate this month and join us for the Mass to Commemorate the Feast of Our Lady of China. The
Archdiocese of Washington invites you to commemorate the Feast of Our Lady of China, on Saturday, May
10, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. Our Lady of China Mission (3211 Sacred Heart Way, Washington, DC 20010.) Bishop
Evelio Menjivar, Auxiliary Bishop of Washington will be the Principal Celebrant. For more information
contact us at (202) 332-8400 or culturaldiversitv(@adw.otg ot click here to download the fliet.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington would like to share the Encountering Christ in Harmony
Prayer Card created by the USCCB or the AANHPI Heritage Month prayer card from the Catholic Health
Association of the United States, to share with your parishioners. Contact the office of Cultural Diversity
and Outreach for further assistance.

Consider sponsoring a parish field trip or encourage families in the parish to visit the following historical
and educational sites within the Archdiocese of Washington:

1. National Museum of Asian Art: Washington, D.C.

2. Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander in the Smithsonian Collections: Washington,
3. National Park Services Parks, Monuments, and Historical Sites: Virtual/Nationwide

4. Asian Catholic Initiative Pilorimage Sites: Virtual/Nationwide
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mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/2025-ADW-Prayer-of-the-Faitful-AANHPI-in-the-ADW-SLC-4.11.2025-oow-eidts_-DocTwo.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1981/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19810218_beatificazione-ruiz.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1981/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19810218_beatificazione-ruiz.html
https://aci.archchicago.org/asian-icons/st-paul-miki
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod2018/en/youth-testimonies/st--pedro-calungsod-a-patron-for-catechists.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/saints/11/24/sts--andrew-d_ng-lc--and-his-companions--martyrs.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/saints/11/24/sts--andrew-d_ng-lc--and-his-companions--martyrs.html
https://www.thepathtosainthood.com/post/117-vietnamese-martyrs
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20031019_madre-teresa_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20031019_madre-teresa_en.html
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/courage-of-mary-zhuwu-5977
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/2025-ADW-Saints-and-Holy-People-Asian-American-Pacific-Islanders-Share-Learn-and-Celebrate-AAPIHM-4.22.2025-DocFour.pdf
mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org
https://adw.org/vocations/consecrated-life/womens-communities/
https://adw.org/vocations/consecrated-life/mens-communities/
https://adw.org/living-the-faith/our-cultures/lay-movements/
https://adw.org/event/ecclesial-mass/
mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org
https://adw.org/event/mass-to-commemorate-feast-of-our-lady-of-china/
mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/03/25Flier-OurLadyofChina-Final-PGG-Mar24.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Prayer%20Card-Encountering%20Christ%20in%20Harmony.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Prayer%20Card-Encountering%20Christ%20in%20Harmony.pdf
https://www.chausa.org/docs/default-source/prayers/asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://asia.si.edu/
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/asian-american
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/asian-american
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/aapiheritage/parks.htm
https://aci.archchicago.org/asian-icons/pilgrimage-sites
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We encourage you to share the Archdiocesan AANHPI Heritage historical facts in school newsletters,
announcements, and social media. You can find a list by clicking here.

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month provides a wonderful opportunity
for students in Catholic schools to learn about and appreciate the rich cultural contributions of Asian and
Pacific Americans. Click here for craft ideas for children and here to find some engaging ways to celebrate
students of all ages this month.

Develop art projects for students to celebrate AANHPI Heritage and display them throughout the school
building. We encourage you to turn this into a contest, with the winner’s works being published in the
archdiocesan newspapers! You can also host a festival featuring the art, music, and gastronomy of the many
nations that make up AANHPI heritage. For more details or recommendations, please email
culturaldiversitv(@adw.org.

Celebrate a special Mass to commemorate AANHPI Heritage Month. Engage the parish and faculty staff,
students, and parents to plan and participate in the liturgy. For resources, please contact the Office of
Cultural Diversity and Outreach. To order copies of the of the Encountering Christ in Harmony Prayer
Card (USCCB) prayer card, please click on the link here.

Utilize the curated resources below to explore and celebrate AANHPI Heritage through a Catholic Lens.

- Demographic Resources

o Asian, Native Hawaiian, or Pacific Islander Catholics in USCCB Regions — USCCB
o Broad Diversity of Asian, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Population — United States Census Bureau

o The Asian American Experience: Highlights from our focus groups | Pew Research Center

- Educational Websites
o Apostolic Exhortation Heclesia in Asia of the Holy Father John Paul 11

o USCCB Asian and Pacific Island Affairs -Encountering Christ In Harmony: A Pastoral Response To Our Asian
and Pacific Brothers and Sisters (English)
Christianity Beyond FEast and West — St. John Paul II National Shrine

Fun facts: AANHPI Heritage Month - Census

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage — US National Parks

The Asian American Education Project
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month: Selected Exhibits, Collections, National Archives

O O O O O O

Christianity among Asian Americans, Pew Research Center

- AANHPI Heritage Literature

o Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Materials: A Resource Guide — Library of Congress

o Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritace Month Reading List — NPR

- Movies - Documentaries

PBS Asian Americans Docuseries and The Asian and Pacific Islander Experience - PBS

Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month: What to watch - Worldchannel
A Birth, the storv of St. Andrew Kim or Story of Korea’s First Priest

O O O O O

Public Broadcasting Service AANHPI Specials
The Catholic Church in China America Jesuit Review

- Mass Resources
o Praver of the Faithful

o  Encountering Christ in Harmony Prayer Card (USCCB)
o AANHPI Heritage Month Praver Card from the Catholic Health Association of the United States

Pope Francis’ 2013 apostolic exhortation, “Evangelii Gaudinm” (“The Joy of the Gospel”), proposes that our daily encounters
with Jesus are often experienced through encounters with people from other cultures that call us to move beyond ourselves
to become better missionary disciples. Until all members of the body of Christ feel fully welcome in our communities, the
call to reach out continues to be before us. While the pastoral specifically focuses on Asian and Pacific Island Catholics, this
can be a useful resource for anyone engaged in intercultural ministry.
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https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/2025-ADW-Historical-Fact-AANHPI-in-the-ADW-SLC-4.11.2025-DocFive.pdf
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usccb.org%2Fresources%2FAsian%2C%2520Native%2520Hawaiian%2520or%2520Pacific%2520Islander%2520Catholics%2520in%2520USCCB%2520Regions%2520-CARA%25202013%2520Report.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK'
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/05/aanhpi-population-diverse-geographically-dispersed.html#:~:text=There%20are%2020.6%20million%20people%20who%20identify%20as,the%20incredible%20diversity%20of%20this%20population%20becomes%20clear.
https://www.pewresearch.org/race-and-ethnicity/2022/08/02/what-it-means-to-be-asian-in-america/
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_06111999_ecclesia-in-asia.html
https://www.usccb.org/committees/asian-and-pacific-island-affairs/resourcesbooks
https://www.usccb.org/committees/asian-and-pacific-island-affairs/encountering-christ-harmony
https://www.usccb.org/committees/asian-and-pacific-island-affairs/encountering-christ-harmony
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/Christianity-Beyond-East-and-West-St-JPII_NS.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/aapi-tg.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/aapiheritage/index.htm
https://asianamericanedu.org/about.html
https://www.asianpacificheritage.gov/exhibits-and-collections.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2023/10/11/christianity-among-asian-americans/#:~:text=Despite%20recent%20declines%2C%20Christianity%20is,of%20Asian%20Americans%2C%20in%202012.
https://guides.loc.gov/asian-american-pacific-islander/subject-headings
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/14/996566038/engaging-with-asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month-a-reading-list
http://email.tka.myenotice.com/c/eJwtkE2OhCAQhU-DS0Lx271wIQLXmDCII7HVjtgx3n7AdEJS36PCe1QNLSjOaJNaSigQQRRwwgRgwM5BD4Qoy7XtJO8RJ8fs8XLFdTtSiDhsSzO1Mo6gHuEZRJRcce_5MIKIioKKTyJj82qn43gj1iHqyjnPE1efbf8rKow_t914FfFK6zxu--n3AYdxQcwtPr3-PitiBhCVtSoiK34KSvUsFGuTUV5wiPkoqsZlREVNFDVT3Km12vdvvuudXu7ztN0N53PyayXjl7in4Nf8fX3bzvEqzgaAWsOsNL22jDqnmabcca2NANETLZWzmvXKFaTMiO6hWScoIZ1Q8LDN3s57yhlP_qpTfldaPtN8l5qGtk74D_NndGw
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/collections/asian-american-and-pacific-islander-experience/
https://worldchannel.org/press/article/may-asian-american-heritage-viewers-guide-2022/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt23476414/
https://youtu.be/_cpgzXg6tEo
https://www.pbs.org/collections/asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGc75wwoces
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/04/FrJM-2024-Prayer-of-the-Faitful-AAPI-in-the-ADW-425.pdf
https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/04/Prayer-Card-Encountering-Christ-in-Harmony-11-7-18-USCCB.pdf
https://www.chausa.org/prayers/cha-prayer-library/prayer/asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html

For more information contact us at:

(301) 853-5335 e culturaldiversity@adw.org ¢ adw.org
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