
 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Workshops - English 

Title Description Presenter Room 
Hope – Absolutely and Definite! As catechists, whether it is to children or adults, we do not always see the effects of the ministry. This workshop 

will help us define hope, to recognize it and to help others find it. 
Cynthia Battle 326 

 
Blessed Carlo Acutis: Pilgrim of Hope Come learn about Blessed Carlos Acutis. Dr. Tom Burnford from the Saint John Paul II National Shrine will bring 

a relic of Carlo Acutis and time will be provided for prayer and veneration of the relic during this workshop. 
Dr. Thomas 
Burnford 

Chapel 

How a Marriage Catechumenate can 
Renew the Church 

We will explore the marriage catechumenate, which Pope Francis calls for and see how this view of preparation 
for marriage has the potential to renew the Church from within. 

Sally Daniel 139 
 

Hope of Today: Learning from the 
Saints in the West and the East 

This workshop begins with saints who have inspired us individually, then explores the lives of several saints 
from both the West and the East. It will end with how catechists will remain or become beacons of hope as they 
accompany disciples of Christ. 

Sr. Leilani 
Dumaliang and 
Carolyn Ng 

7306 

Forming Disciples Religion Curriculum: 
Hope for Catechists 

Using the archdiocesan religion curriculum, religion textbook, and other resources, catechists will learn 
creative methodologies to catechize children and accompany families on their faith journey. 

Claudia Gatica Library 

Finding Hope in our Confirmation 
Teens 

Do we know how to cultivate opportunities for evangelization, catechesis, and encounter with teenagers? Doing 
so can help transform our ministry to young people to a transformational experience of Jesus Christ and his 
Church. 

David Guillen 327 
 

Understanding Reconciliation as a 
Sacrament of Hope 

The sacrament of reconciliation is rightly understood as a sacrament of healing. Other aspects of this 
sacrament, however, can help us see it as a sacrament of hope. 

Fr. Christian 
Huebner 

7303 

Hope Does Not Put Us to Shame When we set out, as Christians, on a pilgrimage of hope throughout our Christian journey, one thing that is 
certain is the destination, which is the “hope of sharing the glory of God” (Rom. 5:2). This hope is guaranteed by 
God who is true. 

Fr. Ebuka 
Mbanude 

7305 
 

Holding to the Hope we Profess The Church has given us models of perseverance and advocates in heaven through the Saints. Let us explore 
some heavenly helpers we can call on to help us on our pilgrimage of hope to “one who is faithful to His 
promise.” 

Dr. Christina 
Mendez-Hall 

210 

Rooting Care for Our Common Home in 
Faith and Action as Pilgrims of Hope  

Pope Francis encouraged Catholics in our vital mission to care for all of God’s creation. We will explore ways 
that our Archdiocesan Laudato Si’ Action Plan can help us respond to this priority of the Church in our times to 
hope.  

Ian Mitchell 305 
 

A Healing Presence in our Parishes: 
Pastoral Approaches to Accompanying 
those Living with Mental Illness 

How can we as clergy and lay ministers walk alongside those facing mental health challenges and their family 
members? Join Father Pat to explore this vital ministry and see how we can indeed become a healing presence. 

Fr. Pat Mullan 135 
 

Theology of Aging: What do Adults 
Need to Know about Their Church as 
They Age? 

This presentation will offer theological and spiritual considerations of aging and suggest ways that religious 
education ministers and others might accompany and encourage adult Catholics “on the other side of middle 
age.” 

Maureen Pratt 137 
 

Walking the OCIA journey with 
Catechumens and Candidates 

Godparents and sponsors play important roles as spiritual companions and representatives of the Catholic 
faith community. We will explore resources, guidance, and support for them to fruitfully accompany beyond the 
rites. 

Marilyn Santos 208 
 
 

Prayer as a School of Hope A workshop based on Part I of Spe salvi by Pope Benedict XVI. Dr. Ester Sesmero 202 

How to be a Witness of Christian Hope This presentation will focus on the characteristics of Christian hope foundational for witnessing the Catholic 
faith. It will lay out how catechists can witness to the hope of the Christian faith they teach and proclaim. 

Carlos Taja 308 
 

Doors Always Open: The Practice of 
Accompaniment in Hope 

We will explore best practices for parish leaders in accompanying people who have been away from the Church 
or who are unable to participate fully in the sacramental life of the church but desire a life with Jesus Christ.   

Dr. Susan Timoney 306 



 

2:15 p.m. –  3:15 p.m. Workshops - English 

Title Description Presenter Room 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Master of Hope. 
The Art of Discernment 

In this workshop we will discuss the doctrine of St. Ignatius of Loyola on the discernment of spirits, and we will 
see how to put it into practice every day in order to keep our hope alive. 

Elena Martin 
Acebes 

132 

Must we Confirm 7-Year-Olds? When we baptize a seven-year-old, we have to confirm them. But what if we do not have time to prepare them for 
confirmation, only for baptism? 

Fr. John Benson 201 
 

Discovering A Different Journey of 
Hope: Exploring the Lives of Saints and 
Would Be Saints Who Lived with 
Disabilities 

Come and learn more about these saints and a few would be saints who lived with a variety of disabilities. Be 
inspired to share these stories with your faith formation students and perhaps be transformed yourself! 

Rachel Chung 141 

Instilling Hope in Students Learn about a growth mindset, building resilience, and walking with students. Anne Dillon 210 

Servant of God, Sr. Dr. Thea Bowman 
Sings a Song of Hope 

Sr. Thea said, "A catechesis that doesn't enliven catechists will certainly not energize those catechized." The 
Church needs catechists who will boldly catechize to "hope against hope". 

Michael Howard 139 

Planning for Hope This workshop will present practical rubrics for better understanding and organizing your approach to ministry so 
that the seeds of hope you plant may grow in more fertile soil. 

Ed Kent 7305 

The Sacrament of Marriage and 
Christian Initiation (OCIA) 

This workshop will examine the possible marriage scenarios in which candidates and catechumens may be 
involved and the canonical solutions offered to them, such as the marriage of catechumens, annulments, and 
convalidation of marriages. 

Dr. Sofia 
Markovich 

204 
 

The Object of our Hope Drawing on St. Thomas’s description of the virtue of Hope, this workshop will practically talk about how hope 
being based in God over human ability is essential for evangelization. 

Fr. Conrad 
Murphy 

7306 

Nurturing Family Faith: HOPE for Our 
Future 

This workshop will offer ideas for keeping faith alive in the home, and in the parish/home partnership.  Sister Ann 
Parker 

7303 

Signs of Hope: An Interactive Approach 
to Confirmation Preparation Our Youth 
to Be Sent Out 

We will learn best practices, creative and interactive approaches to Confirmation preparation so that they may 
become deeper disciples and pilgrims of hope. 

Fr. Dylan 
Prentice 

7304 

Spe Salvi: Catechesis with Young 
Adults as a Ministry of Hope 

This workshop will explore Pope Benedict XVI's Spe Salvi and attempt to frame catechesis with young adults as a 
ministry of hope which can inspire them and draw them closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Brian Rhude 304 

Rekindling Wonder: Touching Heaven in 
a Screen Saturated World 

The Church, by immersing people in an encounter with Christ through the sacramental mysteries, rekindles in 
people an ability to behold God in the world, and so gives reason for hope. 

Fr. Chris Seith 7301 

The Sacrament of Marriage: Reflections 
on what this means for adults living 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities 

This workshop will give you background information on the changing needs of people living with IDD and their 
families and how we can provide pastoral care and support. 

Deacon Larry 
Sutton 

137 

Doors Always Open: The Practice of 
Accompaniment in Hope, Part 2 

This workshop will explore approaches to and best practices for parish leaders in accompanying people who have 
been away from the Church or who are unable to participate fully in the sacramental life. 

Dr. Susan 
Timoney 

306 

Youth as pilgrims of hope! We will discuss ways to ensure that all young people are invited and welcomed in our faith communities. Joaquin Trejo 303 

Together on the Journey: Exploring 
Catholic Social Thought through 
Dialogue 

We will explore how these teachings are centered around communion and mission. As we are sent forth, we will 
explore ways to build community through active listening, subsidiarity, and civil dialogue. 

Kathryn Yanik 305 

 

 


