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The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, "at the first instant of her conception, by the 
singular grace and privilege of almighty God and in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of the human race, was preserved immune from all stain of 
original sin." 

In 1854, our Holy Father, Blessed Pius IX, using these words, defined the 
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, which had been the belief of 
faithful Catholics for centuries already, and raised it to a dogma of the faith. 
The liturgical feast had been celebrated in different regions in various ways 
for hundreds of years. Gradually the liturgical texts, the readings, and the dates 
for the celebration were made more uniform. 

Our country, from its inception, had been consecrated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Our first Bishop, John Carroll, consecrated the Diocese of Baltimore, 
which then included all the former colonies, to the Virgin Mary. A canon of 
the First National Synod, in 1791, reads: 

At the beginning of our episcopate, we have been impelled by an ardent 
desire of naming the Blessed Virgin Maty the principal patroness of our 
diocese, in order that, by Her intercession, faith and love of God, and 
sanctity of life among the people committed to our care may flourish 
and increase more and more. 








