From December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021, the Church is celebrating a year dedicated to St Joseph, husband to Mary
and foster-father to Jesus. During this year, Pope Francis has encouraged us to learn more about St. Joseph and how he
loved and cared for Mary and Jesus. Because there are no recorded words of St. Joseph, we learn about him by reading

Scripture.

Did you notice that as soon as he woke up, Joseph did as
the angel had prompted and took Mary as his wife, even
though he had just learned she was pregnant and he was
not the father? Joseph heard the angel’s words as a call from
God for his life. This call to be a husband and father became
his vocation.

Joseph received the call to his vocation in a dream. God's
call can come to us in different ways. As Pope Francis says
- “[God] does not overwhelm us with dazzling visions but
quietly speaks in the depths of our heart, drawing near to us
and speaking to us through our thoughts and feelings.” This
means we need to keep our hearts always open to God’s
voice. Whenever we hear God's voice, we should respond
like Joseph with a courageous ‘yes!’

When we say ‘yes’ to God's call, we act like Joseph, and let
God use us to bring about his saving work. Every vocation
requires a commitment to serve others. When we say ‘yes’
to God, we offer Him our head so that God can shape our
dreams, our hands to serve Him and neighbor, and our
hearts to love Him faithfully.

There are several calls to vocation. Like Joseph and Mary,
most people are called to the vocation of married life.
However, some men are called to the vocation of the
priesthood. Other women and men have a special vocation
to religious life — living as religious sisters and brothers in
service to others. Priests and religious commit themselves
to love of God and neighbor by helping to bring the love of
Christ to all. Faithfully answering God's call allows each of us
to bring His love to the world in a particular way.

What vocation is God calling you to?

Have you ever considered your vocation?

Have you ever thought that God might be
calling you to a vocation to religious life?

Pause for a moment of silence.
Invite God to speak His dreams into your heart.



Del 8 de diciembre de 2020 al 8 de diciembre de 2021, |a Iglesia esté celebrando un afio dedicado a San José, esposo de
Maria y padre adoptivo de Jesus. Durante este afio, el Papa Francisco nos esta animado a aprender més sobre San José
y cdbmo amaba y se preocupaba por Maria y Jesus. Debido a que no hay palabras registradas de San José, aprendemos
sobre él leyendo las Escrituras..

¢Viste cdmo tan pronto como se despertd, José hizo lo que el (,A qUé vocacion te esta ”amando DiOS?

angel le habia indicado y tomé a Maria como su esposa, a pesar

de que se acababa de enterar de que ella estaba embarazada y ¢Has pensado alguna vez en tu vocacién?
que él no era el padre? José escuchd las palabras del dangel como

un llamado de Dios para su vida. Este llamado a ser esposo y

padre se convirtié en su vocacion.

José recibid el llamado a su vocaciéon en un suefio. El llamado

de Dios puede llegar a nosotros de diferentes maneras.

Como dice el Papa Francisco: — “[Dios] no nos deslumbra con

visiones impactantes, sino que se dirige a nuestra interioridad w
delicadamente, acercdndose intimamente a nosotros vy
hablandonos por medio de nuestros pensamientos y sentimientos”
Esto significa que debemos mantener nuestro corazén siempre
abierto a la voz de Dios. Siempre que escuchemos la voz de Dios,
debemos responder como José con un valiente “jsil”

¢Has pensado alguna vez que Dios te podria estar

Cuando decimos *si” al llamado de Dios, actuamos como José y llamando a una vocacién a la vida religiosa?

dejamos que Dios nos use para llevar a cabo su obra salvadora.
Toda vocacion requiere el compromiso de servir a los demas.
Cuando le decimos “si” a Dios, le ofrecemos nuestra cabeza
para que Dios pueda moldear nuestros suefios, nuestras manos
para servirlo a El y al préjimo, y nuestros corazones para amarlo
fielmente.

Hay distintas vocaciones. Como José y Maria, muchas personas
estan llamadas a la vocacién de la vida matrimonial. Sin embargo,
algunos hombres estan llamados a la vocacion sacerdotal. Otras
mujeres y hombres tienen una vocacién especial a la vida religiosa
- viviendo como hermanas y hermanos religiosos al servicio de los
demas. Los sacerdotes y los religiosos se comprometen a amar a
Dios y al préjimo ayudando a llevar el amor de Cristo a todos. El
responder fielmente al lamado de Dios nos permite a cada uno de
nosotros llevar Su amor al mundo de una manera particular. Toma pausa y un momento de silencio.

Invita a Dios que te hable sus suefios en tu corazén.




