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Dear Brother Priest, 

I write today to provide you updates. I will continue to keep you informed as we navigate 
this challenging time. 

National Collection for The Catholic University of America 

The USCCB designates the first or second Sunday in September for the National 
Collection for The Catholic University of America. In the Archdiocese of Washington, the 
scheduled date for this collection is September 6, 2020. This is the only National 
collection taken for higher education in the United States.  

Please use and share these links in your parish communications to share with 
your community about the good work of The National Collection for Catholic 
Education - Serving the Church and Nation. This collection supports Catholic 
education at the university and students from this archdiocese who attend there, 
advancement of research that will serve parishes and dioceses throughout the country, 
service missions, and initiatives and training programs. The direct online giving form can 
be found here. 

Also linked here is a video of Archbishop Gregory announcing a new initiative to assist 
students from the Archdiocese of Washington in receiving scholarships to attend The 
Catholic University of America. 

Maryland Reopening Initial Stage Three 

Maryland Gov. Hogan has issued a new executive order effective this Friday at 5 p.m., 
for the state to begin Reopening Stage Three, which will be implemented in multiple 
phases. As it relates to archdiocesan activities, the order allows indoor religious facilities 
to be open at 75 percent capacity (with social distancing), but it contains no limit on the 
number of people allowed at outdoor social gatherings, subject to directives of local health 
officials. Office workplaces are also not restricted from opening to the public under the 
order. Face coverings are required indoors, as well as outdoors when consistent six-foot 
distancing is not possible. Secretary of Health Neall has also issued a new 
directive regarding adult and youth sports gatherings and events. 

Most importantly, the order empowers local jurisdictions to maintain greater restrictions 
except for the opening of non-public schools to in-person instruction. At present, Calvert, 
Charles and St. Mary’s Counties have announced they will essentially reopen with the 
State to Stage Three. Montgomery County has indicated that it is reviewing the 
Governor’s order and will remain in its modified Phase Two for now. Prince George’s 
County will announce its intentions on Thursday morning. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fengage.catholic.edu%2Fgiving%2Fhow-give%2Fnational-collection&cf=17356&v=43b1b6988484e285b5794617b0a439d471d119e60a6ca259e8ec99ea9bd3bb2a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fengage.catholic.edu%2Fgiving%2Fhow-give%2Fnational-collection&cf=17356&v=43b1b6988484e285b5794617b0a439d471d119e60a6ca259e8ec99ea9bd3bb2a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadvance.catholic.edu%2Fgiving%2Fto%2FCatholicEducation-2ndCollection%3F_ga%3D2.231695647.1424258546.1598281566-1770677743.1598281566&cf=17356&v=abc856d0dfb534914969a7f48e1a3c9dac134b36ab6e4f9588a7f1196692d940
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DTJ0j7aO26KI%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&cf=17356&v=2857d74f3636e7e1b536220f7b4a5c8385b5836cba3f1e047a0a6d0ff1bb05fa
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2020%2F09%2FMD-New-Executive-Order-August-3.pdf&cf=17356&v=9c4e961c927f19024a6a2d83e4d62052158e9d5636bc0bc03bd718156f8e39e9
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2020%2F09%2FMD-Amended-Directive.pdf&cf=17356&v=7c582b5517e4fcc55bcb3d383d0487a4f69dbce6a69a0781b157f5dd5855add1
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2020%2F09%2FMD-Amended-Directive.pdf&cf=17356&v=7c582b5517e4fcc55bcb3d383d0487a4f69dbce6a69a0781b157f5dd5855add1
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Some parishioners may express concern about coming to Mass with the increase in 
attendance limits, but a recent study by health experts, Evidence-Based Guidelines to 
Celebrate Mass Safely, linked here, reports that “for Catholic churches following [safety] 
guidelines, no outbreaks of COVID-19 have been linked to church attendance.” 

Further, Archdiocese of Washington guidelines for liturgy and parish activities continue to 
remain in place. Please continue to monitor the statewide map which indicates the re-
opening status in the state by county, the “back to business” best practices guidance, and 
each county’s website for the latest reopening status: 

• https://governor.maryland.gov/recovery/ 
• https://open.maryland.gov/backtobusiness/ 
• https://www.calvertcountymd.gov/2630/COVID-19-Virtual-Resource-Center 
• https://www.charlescountymd.gov/services/health-and-human-

services/covid-19 
• https://montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/ 
• https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/3397/Coronavirus 
• https://www.stmarysmd.com/covid-19/updates/ 

Remind the Faithful of Information on the Website 

The archdiocesan website in response to the coronavirus is updated regularly with 
information, in English and Spanish, for you and the Faithful available 
at adw.org/coronavirus, which includes a link to find a listing of live stream Masses 
and prayers available at adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/. The Catholic 
Standard and the Spanish-language El Pregoneronewspapers are currently available 
online at cathstan.org and elpreg.org. 

As ever, should you have questions or need assistance from my office or the Pastoral 
Center, please let us know. Please be assured of my prayers for you. 
 
 
With gratitude for your priestly ministry, I am 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Reverend Daniel B. Carson 
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia 
 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.realclearscience.com%2Farticles%2F2020%2F08%2F19%2Fevidence-based_guidelines_to_celebrate_mass_safely_are_working.html&cf=17356&v=eddeaa89f5e317f67cf8418321fb281ddc9ac01c9fd80ddf2419e85b48fb0f74
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.maryland.gov%2Frecovery%2F&cf=17356&v=5350a78b5d48842faf5c682ed4c768a6c54fc06794b49dcd5b580c9220d33766
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.maryland.gov%2Fbacktobusiness%2F&cf=17356&v=be0597bf6f7c7cf0ca40cb7f0b840992966a9531480ba0353146bd0ec65afcb3
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.calvertcountymd.gov%2F2630%2FCOVID-19-Virtual-Resource-Center&cf=17356&v=fabe1b4782640909100a028821d0244a2f27436fe6cdbc15070bcf44326515a7
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.charlescountymd.gov%2Fservices%2Fhealth-and-human-services%2Fcovid-19&cf=17356&v=e4c1421d3477abdaf644680c1a058ff493371c39706a700e17069d2388642094
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.charlescountymd.gov%2Fservices%2Fhealth-and-human-services%2Fcovid-19&cf=17356&v=e4c1421d3477abdaf644680c1a058ff493371c39706a700e17069d2388642094
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.gov%2Fcovid19%2F&cf=17356&v=01069642a15426d2883971fb36f00c8c8e2a8ad64a8d0017b608793121707bf8
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.princegeorgescountymd.gov%2F3397%2FCoronavirus&cf=17356&v=6b060ab456a50e146b8b0ebbda2d390ebbb80fe206c17cc2642fff85d94891cd
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmarysmd.com%2Fcovid-19%2Fupdates%2F&cf=17356&v=d865ec3460f22437fc40da0fbac103449cfd12f0ed322427a5c1ec5ad8a7a353
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fcoronavirus&cf=17356&v=acd743edd1dc747ca0305a51cfc8f422d482711cc88fa4aec3a622106e3649b6
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Flive-streamed-masses-and-prayers%2F&cf=17356&v=a4f3513b9bf283def93e6dc06e4b12545076fda225d890122b4add574577a17d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fcathstan.org%2F&cf=17356&v=f5704799b05aa2db7105b20c9439f362db4b8e6c148566196fb83ac47bc25e35
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79284102&msgid=845439&act=7BP8&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Felpreg.org%2F&cf=17356&v=7e3922e65a3c345c578d9a17d0a20975045e9b0cc787cfcd0d71f308355689f1

