OUTLINE FOR WRITING A CONCISE NARRATIVE STORY OF YOUR MARRIAGE
Important “tips” for writing your narrative:
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• Be concise: This is an outline prepared to assist you in writing a concise narrative story of your former
marriage (no more than 8 pages, or less than 4) which will serve as the basis of your petition for the
declaration of its nullity. The narrative is meant to provide the Tribunal with some preliminary
information about your former marriage. Its main purpose is to help the Tribunal identify possible
grounds for a potential declaration of nullity. During the process you will be interviewed in person at
the Tribunal. At that time Tribunal personnel will ask you to expand on those aspects of your
narrative that are deemed most relevant to the case.
• Be thorough: Please address ALL (but only) those points raised by the outline that are applicable to
your former marriage.
• Be respectful: Under Church law (Canon Law) your former spouse has the right, although not the
obligation, to participate in the nullity process. This is required to allow for the lawful exercise of his
right of defense. If he/she participates fully in the proceedings he/she in most cases will be given the
opportunity to review your narrative and deposition. Therefore, please avoid any harsh, incendiary or
defamatory language while composing your narrative.
• Dates are very important. To the best of your recollection please follow the chronological order
suggested in the outline and provide all relevant dates.
• Review it before you send it. It is highly recommended that your narrative also be reviewed by your
“case sponsor,” if you have one. In the Archdiocese of Washington petitions for the declaration of
nullity of a marriage are usually prepared with the help of a parish priest or someone designated by
them. They will be happy to assist you in writing the narrative and review it before you submit it.
• Please do not use this outline as a questionnaire. You should compose a narrative, following the
proposed outline. Only typed (no hand-written) narratives will be reviewed. Please use type letter
size 12.
• Keep a copy of your narrative for your own files.
• IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT CONFIDENTIALITY: Generally speaking, the process is confidential.
However, it does not come under the sacramental seal of confession or the priest-penitent privilege
recognized in some civil law jurisdictions. The tribunal is not exempt from moral and legal obligations
to report the abuse of minors and other vulnerable persons.
NARRATIVE OUTLINE
I.

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION:

•

You:
Your present name (provide maiden name for woman), address and telephone numbers (provide
work phone number). Date and place of your birth. Your baptismal status and religion. Your parents'
names (mother's maiden name).

•

•

•

•

II.

Your Former Spouse:
The present name (provide maiden name for woman), address and telephone numbers (provide
please work phone number).
o If this information is not available to you, please provide the name, address and telephone
number of a relative of your former spouse, or your former spouse's last known name and
address (if you provide the last known address, please make sure to indicate this).
Date and place of his/her birth. His/her baptismal status and religion. His/her parents' names
(mother's maiden name).
Marriage:
Date and place of marriage. If you married in a church, please provide the name and church
denomination.
o If this marriage involves a Catholic who married a Protestant in a Protestant church with a
“dispensation,” please indicate the Catholic church/diocese that granted the dispensation.
Nullity:
Is your former spouse aware that you will introduce a petition for the declaration of nullity of your
former marriage? To the best of your knowledge, is your former spouse in agreement with a possible
declaration of nullity? Is he/she opposed to it?
BEFORE THE MARRIAGE:

•

You:
Family background: What were your parents like and how did they get along? Which parent was
the dominant person in the family? How did you get along with your parents? If you were born in
another country, when did you move to the United States? Did you have any emotional illness or
serious physical illness while you were growing up? When did you begin to date; how frequently?
Did you have any traumatic experience/s growing up? Describe your attitudes toward sex, alcohol,
drugs, breaking the law.

•

Educational background: how far did you go in school and how well did you do? How did you get
along with your fellow students, teachers?

•

Personality and character: How would you describe your personality and character (describe strong
and weak traits)?

•

Your Former Spouse:
Family background: What were his/her parents like and how did they get along? Which parent
was the dominant person in the family? How did he/she get along with his/her parents? If he/she
was born in another country, when did he/she move to the Unites States? Did he/she have any
emotional illness or serious physical illness while he/she was growing up? When did he/she begin
to date; how frequently? Did he/she have any traumatic experience/s growing up? Describe his
attitudes toward sex, alcohol, drugs, breaking the law.

•

Educational background: How far did he/she go in school and how well did he/she do? How did
he/she get along with his/her fellow students, teachers?

•

Personality and character: How would you describe his/her personality and character (describe

strong and weak traits)?
III.

THE MARRIAGE:
•

Courtship and engagement: When and how did you meet? When did you begin to date? Describe
your dating habits. How would you describe your relationship while dating? When and how did you
decide to marry? Was there a formal engagement, and how long did it last? What was your
understanding of marriage? What role, if any, did your faith play on your views on marriage? Did you
receive any formal preparation (classes, workshops, etc.) prior to marriage? Where?
•

(!) In describing this period of your relationship it is very important that you address ALL the
following questions that may be applicable to your particular situation: Did you live together
prior to marriage, and for how long? Were you sexually active? Was there an unplanned
pregnancy? Was there any pressure from any person or circumstance to marry? What were the
attitudes of each toward having children? Were there any outward signs of an intention against
having children (i.e., the procurement of an abortion)? What were your attitudes about getting
a divorce if the marriage did not work out? Did the two of you ever talk about this? Did you or
your former spouse deliberately conceal something that had you or your former spouse known
about it, the marriage would not have taken place (i.e., concealment of sterility, grave
contagious illness, children from a previous relationship, incarceration)? Were you or your
former spouse unfaithful while dating? Were there any instances of verbal, physical or
emotional abuse? What part did each play in the wedding preparations? What were the
attitudes of your two families toward the marriage? What did your friends think of it?

•

The wedding day: What did you think and how did you feel as you were dressing for the wedding,
during the ceremony and at the wedding reception? Did anything unusual/out of the ordinary
happen before, during or immediately after the wedding?

•

The honeymoon: Did you go on a honeymoon? Describe your feelings about it. Was there any
difficulty with regard to sexual relations while on the honeymoon?

•

Your married life: How would describe your relationship after marriage? Describe your
communication, mutual affection and sexuality during your marriage. What were the attitudes of each
toward work and the responsibility of married life? What were your spouse and your attitudes about
having children? What were your marital problems? If you identified and addressed any problems in
the “courtship or engagement” section, did those problems stopped, continue and/or worsen after
marriage? Did new problems emerge after marriage? Explain. Did you ever seek professional help to
address and solve your marital problems (when and where)? Where there any temporary separations,
and how long did they last?

•

Final separation and divorce: What did finally cause the demise of your marriage? When (exact date,
or at least month and year) was the final separation? When (exact date) and where was the final
divorce granted? On what grounds? Have you or your former spouse remarried since the divorce?
How many times? Are you seeking the annulment because you would like to remarry in the Catholic
Church?

•

In one paragraph, why do you think your former marriage should be declared null?

IV.
•

V.
•
•
•
•
•
•

WITNESSES
Submit a list of the names, addresses and telephone numbers of at least two potential witnesses that
are willing to testify on your behalf. It is very important that these are people who know you and/or
your former spouse and are also knowledgeable about the story of your relationship to your former
spouse before and after marriage.
PLEASE SUBMIT:
Your narrative story
Signed and dated “Petition” (Libellus). Otherwise, we cannot process your Petition.
Copy of the marriage certificate
Copy of final decree of divorce
Baptismal certificate, if applicable
Submit all the documentation to:
Archdiocesan Tribunal
P.O. Box 29260
Washington, DC 20017-0260

PETITION
(Libellus)
1

I, __________________________________, residing in the (Arch)diocese of ___________________________ ,
(Your maiden name)
(Arch)diocese
hereby petition the Archdiocese of Washington for an ecclesiastical declaration of nullity of my marriage to
2

______________________________________, residing in the (Arch)diocese of _______________________________ .
(Your former spouse’s maiden name)
(Arch)diocese
I will be represented by a Procurator-Advocate who can be reached through the offices of the Tribunal of the Archdiocese of
Washington at 5001 Eastern Avenue, Hyattsville, Maryland, 20782 (mailing address: P.O. Box 29260, Washington, D. C.,
20017-0260).
I understand that the matrimonial covenant is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation
and education of offspring and that the essential properties of marriage are unity and indissolubility.
In accord with the provisions of Canon Law, I understand the Judge will determine the grounds upon which this case is to be
adjudicated.
In support of this petition I have provided more detailed information about the history of this marriage and the names of
witnesses who can give testimony about my relationship with my former spouse.

___________________
Date

__________________________________________
Your signature (maiden name)

1

The Archdiocese of Washington consists of the District of Columbia, and Calvert, Charles, Montgomery, Prince George’s
and St. Mary’s Counties in Maryland.
The Archdiocese of Baltimore consists of the rest of the State of Maryland with the exception of the Eastern Shore.
The Diocese of Wilmington consists of the Eastern Shore of Maryland and the State of Delaware.
The Diocese of Arlington consists of the following counties in Northern Virginia: Arlington, Clarke, Culpepper, Fairfax,
Fauquier, Frederick, King George, Lancaster, Loudoun, Madison, Northumberland, Orange, Page, Prince William, Rappahannock,
Richmond, Shenandoah, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Warren and Westmoreland and the 7 independent cities of Alexandria, Fairfax City,
Falls Church, Fredericksburg, Manassas, Manassas Park and Winchester.
The Diocese of Richmond consists of the rest of the State of Virginia.
IF YOU DO NOT KNOW THE DIOCESE, PLEASE LEAVE BLANK.
2

See footnote 1 above.

